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Israeli blow to Iraq’s nuclear plans 
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Israel destroy* Iraqi 
atomic reactor near 
Baghdad 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Persian' 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

A world issue 

SINCE THE middle IWs. whe n it became Know- Hial fisii^luid 
■agreed to supply Iraq wffh me materials and experts- lo bWd-n 
nuclear plant capable or producing nuclear weapons. Israel has. 
ih rough diplomatic means, sought lo prevent t his development. 13 ul 
the French were not dissuaded. Their agreement involved a long- 
lerm oil supply arrangement with Iraq, as well as massive sales ol 
convent ionul military equipment lo Baghdad. 

Instead of assuming responsibility for (he grave dangers i (therein in 
iis «olic>. ihe French Government sought to fob off criticism by 
claiming lhal l he nuclear plants being built in Iraq would be used 
only for research purposes, and would in any case be subject to 
scrupulous international supervision. At the same time, since Italy 
and Brazil — two other countries heavily dependent on Iraqi oil — 
were also supplving nuclear material and expertise to Baghdad, for- 
mer French President Giscurd used the disingenuous argument 
lhal France was not giving Iraq a nuclear weapon capability. 

Not surprisingly, these arguments did not impress Israel, which 
was. according to the statements of the Iraqis themselves, the reason 
for ihe nuclear build up. , 

When, as Prime Minister Begin explained on Monday, all the pol- 
itical efforts had proved fruitless and time Tor military action was 
rapid lv running out. the government Tell forced to act. It could not 
allow ‘the issue of Israel’s physical surety lo be mortgaged to Iraqi 
ruler Saddam Hussein’s capacity for reasonableness or the French 

trade balance. ., „ ... 

Obviously the destruction or the nuclear facility outside Baghdad 
does not of itself solve the problem. It is a setback which can be 
measured in months or years. The real question is whether the Israeli 
action will produce the necessary shock effect to bring about a 
change in the policies of Ihe nuclear powers. 

Proliferation of nuclear weaponry is a world issue. ir it becomes a 
function of the economics of oil or any consideration other than ine 
physical safety of nations and populations, no people and no country 
will be immune. _ 

It was disturbing therefore when the U.S. State ^P a ^^ l s p ‘ 
ficial reaction sought to cast doubt upon the extent of the ! danger ol 
the Iraqi nuclear build-up and focused instead on the yse oi 
American-supplied equipment in the Israeli attack. ■ ' . 

There is every reason to assume that the information about he 
Iraqi reactor and its capabilities available to Isr^l/was also 
available to the experts iTv'Wqshington. It is also trurthuf the United 
Slates’ own representations icmqjice and Iraq proved tnelTeLlive. in 
these ciraims ra i iies Ixmcl was thrown buck upon its oftn resources 
and its own understanding of. its security requirements. 

The timing of the attack, less than a itTonth before Israel s elec- 
tions. will inevitably ruise quesrfbns at home, but especially abroad. 
Presumably. Mr. Begin injecting with the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defence CommiUp^H be able to allay any suspicions in Israel. 

Bui abroad the u^umeni about Mr. Begin’s motives will be used to 
divert attc iitunj^rom the real issue — namely the flagrant irrespon- 
sibility of i><^nuclear nations. That issue goes much beyond Israel 
and Irajj^ln Paris. Washington. Rome and elsewhere that is what 
shou« 1 °w be addressed. . 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 
The Israeli attack on the Iraqi 
nuclear complex on the outskirts of 
Baghdad this week has set back 
Iraq's march towards a nuclear 
weapons capability by at least three 
years, according to experts in Israel. 

Military sources reported 
that the Tammuz I complex 
situated ul Tuwuitliu, 17 kilometres 
south of Baghdad, was destroyed 
totally. The muin core building, 
housing a French-made Osiris reac- 
tor. was reduced to rubble, as were 
all the major outbuildings and 
laboratories servicing the site. 

Israeli sources said there were no 
casualties among the 150 to 200 
French and Italian scientists and 
technicians at the complex, but a 
report from Paris staled that a 
French technician was killed. 

In Jerusalem high-level govern- 
ment source said that the strike was 
a signal lo Syria lhal Israel is ready 
lo take action necessary for its 
defence. Israel radio reported. 
Sunday’* surprise all uck was 

[jj unu[ic r ifi grf - Iff f a olr 


imiKiiJ uni 
aircraft of American manufacture 
Foreign reports claim that the reac- 
tor was bombed by nine Phantom 
jets accompanied by F-I6s. 

The reactor is 980 kilometres 
from Israel, but experts here agree 
lhat a longer route was probubly 
taken lo avoid flying over hostile 
slates surrounding Israel. The raid 


was undoubtedly one of the most 
complex ever curried out by Israel. 
The fact lhat there were no Israeli 
losses is considered remarkable by 
local and foreign military analysts. 

The Associated Press quotes in- 
telligence soutces in Washington as 
saying that the Israeli planes flew 
across the northern edge of Saudi 
Arabia on Ihfir way to Iraq. CBS 
News speculated lhat the planes 
were refuelled over Saudi Arabia on 
the way home. 

UPI quoted U.S. sources in 
Washington as saying lhat the 
Israeli pilois identifier* themselves 
as Jordanians as they flew through 
Saudi Arabian airspace. Whether 
the ruse was used against Saudi 
Arabia or Iraq was not known. 

The U.S., the AP report con- 
tinues. has four highly sophisticated 
AWACS airborne warning and con- 
trol aircraft in Saudi Arabia, but 
Pentagon sources said the planes 
were not in it position to detect the 
Israeli planes since they were orien- 
ted towards the Persian Gulf. The 
AWACS phin^s have a radar search 
— rang* nJ 1711 bitlS- 


The route had to be planned in 
minute detail and all the nccessuy 
precaution taken to ensure tota’i 
surprise and secrecy of communica- 
tions. 

The action was indicative of im- 
peccable inielligence work. The 
damage caused to the heavily rein- 
forced buildings points to the use 


of special ordnance with a high 
penetmting capability and huge 
destructive power. 

Experts in Israel confirmed that 
the reactor was due to become 
operational in July or September. 
An attack then would have created 
rudintion hazards in Baghdad. 

It was also noted that in addition 
lo the building of Tammuz I. Iraq 
had recently started a well-financed 
research programme designed to 
build a 3,000-knis. ground-to- 
ground missile delivery system. Iraq 
also initiated the “July 30 project,** 
together with an Italian firm, for the 
extraction of enriched uranium and 
of plutonium from low-grade fuel. 

These two facts, the experts 
claim, made it crystal clear lhal Iraq 
was striving towards an atomic 
weapons option, complete with a 
delivery capability, within Tour to 
five years. 

Israel's plans for an attack on the 
reactor was one of the most closely 
guarded secrets in recent military 
history. Only a small group — of air 
forwv, inudWcnvc and govern ment 
personnel — was maae pnvy iu 
the details, and then not all the 
details. Certain secondary person- 
nel were called into service only late 
'.*i the planning, and then isolated to 
en:ure lhat word did noi slip out. 

At vhe time of Sunday's raid there 
were 12 5 kilograms of enriched 

i Continued on p*E* 2 1 


It was now or never, says Begin 


By DAVID LANDAU 

Post Diplomatic Correspondent 

It was virtually “now or never.” 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
said when he explained his decision 
to bomb the Iraqi nuclear reactor at 
this time. 

By July, or at latest by Septem- 
ber. the reactor would have been 
“hot already," Begin told in 
Israel Radio interviewer. A bom- 
bing attack then would have “en- 
dangered the lives of lens, perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of innocent 
people in neprby Baghdad.” ex- 
posing them to radiation. "No 
Israeli ■ government would have 
bombed under those conditions.” 
he said. 

Begin revealed thut the decision 
to bomb the reactor hud been taken 
"many months ago." But there had 
been “obstacles and problems" 
which repeatedly caused deluys. 

Government sources told The 
Jerusalem Post Monday that the in- 
itial decision had been luken by the 
cabinet lust October. A small com- 
mittee of ministers was set up lo 
decide on the timing and other 
operational details of the action. 

This committee, the sources said, 
held “a great many deliberations" 
over recent months. Apparently it 
was this group lhal gave the green 
light on Sunday. 

Al 5 p.m. on Sunday, with the 
planes already on their way lo Iraq, 


Begin convened the cabinet at his 
home and informed the ministers 
thut the operation was under way. 

In his radio interview. Begin 
brushed aside as "not credible” a 
French scientific report that the 
Iraqi reuclor was being built solely 
for peaceful purposes. Israel's own 
hard intelligence information. 
Begin said. W3S lhat the reactor was 
intended to manufacture atom 
bombs of Ihe Hiroshima-type Tor 
use against Israel. He indicated that 
the bombs would have been ready 
in four or five years. 

Iraq's President Saddam Hussein, 
a "very cruel" ruler who had 
butchered his oxxn closest 
colleagues, would have had "no 
hesitation" in dropping “three or 
four or five" of those bombs on 
Israel. Begin declared. They would 
have pulverized Israel's population 
centres, destroyed its industrial in- 
frastructure. and decimated its 
arinv. he said. 

Thus Sunday's Air Force action 
against the Iraqi reactor was 
"literally n life-saving operation. 

"I’ve lived uitkihis thing for two 


whole years." Begin continued, 
“and I wouldn't wish it on anyone.” 
Sometimes, he said, when he would 
meet and chut with liulc children, 
“suddenly I would be struck by the 
thought; 'My God. w hat’s going to 
happen to these children in a Tew 
years’ lime ... An uiom bomb might 
fall on them.’ " 

Begin said Churchill's famous 
declaration after Dunkirk xvas ap- 
posite to express the Israeli nation's 
debt lo its own air force (“those 
wonderful young menf’l: "Never 
have so many owe^i so much to so 
few." Chief of Staff Rafael Eilnn 
had told him, the premier 
udded. that vhe operation hud been 
executed “with one hundred per 
cent perfection — and not one per 
cent less." 

ReFerring to the hostile com- 
ments thut the operation has 
triggered abroad. Begin said, "Vi e 
do not fear any world reactions. I 
sax this in all frankness." He had 
sent a letter to President Ronald 
Reagan explaining Israel's decision. 

•■We shall stand fiTm in the face 
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HOW THE WORLD REACTED TO THE AIR FORCE RAID 




U.S. insists attack came as surprise 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - The Reagan 
administration on Monday con- 
demned Israel's attack against the 
Iraqi nuclear Tacility. 

State Department spokesman 
Dean Fischer maintained that the 
U.S. did not have any advance in- 
formation on the assault. 

He told a packed news con- 
ference that the administration, as 
required under U.S. law. was in- 
vestigating the possibility that Israel 
may have violated the terms of its 
arms coni rue ts by using U.S.- 
supplied equipment during the raid. 

He did ndl rule out the possibility 
that Israel might face some military 
sn notions if the administration con- 
cludes that Israel used the weapons 
illegally. 

Under the terms of those con- 
tracts. Israel cun use U.S.-supplied 
arms only for its "Icgiiimuic self- 
defence." but not for offensive pur- 
poses. 

The U.S. statement, which 


Fischer said had been cleared at the 
highest level, called the Israel at- 
tack “ unprecedented." 

In an earlier U.S. statement, 
Fischer said that "our initial es- 
timate of potential radiation effects 
is that they would probably be 
minimal and limited to the im- 
mediate vicinity of the installation. 
This is based on prelininary infor- 
mation about the imounl and 
quality of material in ihe facility at 
the time of the attack" 

Regarding the Israeli assertion 
that the Iraqi nuclear development 
programme represented a threat to 
Israel, the spokesman said that the 
U.S. had "no evidence” that the 
Iraqis had violated Heir commit- 
ment to the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, which they 
have ratified. 

The spokesman saidthat Iraq had 
accepted the “safeginrds" of the 
International Atonic Energy 
Agency attached to he construc- 
tion of the nuclear fosility. 

But he also went 01 to note that 


i the administration had been con- 
cerned about the. possible spread of 
nuclear material to Iraq "at some 
point in the future.” 

Fischer said the U.S. condemna- 
tion of Israel resulted from the fact 
that such an "unprecedented” at- 
tack “cannot but add to the already 
tensft situation in the area" and 
because U.S.-supplied . equipment 
had been used. 

Sen. Alan Cranston (Dem.- 
Calif.), a long-time critic of Iraq's 
nuclear programm^said Monday 
that Israel looked upOrr-uth^ pre- 
emptive strike as essential to 
security, and it shouldn't have come 
as a big surprise to anybody.” 

The senator added, ‘Tve been 
warning about the existence and 
development of a nuclear reactor in 
Iraq and, since the United States 
government was unable or unwilling 
to persuade France and Italy to halt 
their transfer of highly sensitive 
nuclear technology and materials to 
Iraq, I think it was inevitable that 
this sort of an action would occur.” 


Summit was ‘one of the 
good days in our lives’ 


Egypt has ‘no choice but to condemn action’ 


Post Diplomatic Corresmndent 
OPHIRA'. — Egypt's President 
Anwar Sadat last week offend to 
mediate between Israel and 

Lebanon and bring tfiem together to 
sign a peace treaty — once the 
Syrians leave .Lebanon and the 
country recovers its Tull political 
sovereignty Sadat made the offer 
during his summit talk with Premier 
Menahem Begin at Ophira, at the 
southern tip of Sinai, which is to be 
returned to Egypt under the peace 
_jr«aiy next year. 

Later at a joint press conference, 
ioih leaders condemned Syria's 
pfoeagein Lebanon. 

AskedTT lsraeli-Syrian hostilities 
would affect the Israel-Egypi peace 
process, Sadat said tHat this issue 
had indeed preoccupied him and 
Begin during their 90-minute dis- 
cussion. Then he added, in a boom- 
ing voice. "Ih e_deci sinn nf war nr 
peace is, on the Arab side, in the 
hands of Egypt, and on the Israeli 
side in the hands of Israel. We have 
pledged together that the October 
war would be the last war. and we 
have agreed upon this today also. ' 



Dv DAVID BERNSTEIN 

Post Mideast Affairs Reporter 
Cairo this week joined other 
Arab capitals in condemning 
Israel s destruction of Iraq's nuclear 
reactor on Sunday, but the initial 
reactions seem to indicate that the 
basic divisions dividing the Arab 
world have not been bridged by the 
latest Israeli action. 

. Egjptian Foreign Minister Kama! 

M 'iccan A 1 i ft*-eorihed ibe operation - " 

as an "irresponsible und un- 
justifiable crime." and said it 
represented “a sharp escalation of 
the explosive situation in the Mid- 
dle East." 

An official Egyptian statement 
carried bv the official Middle East 
Neus Agency (MENA) and broad- 
cast on Egyptian television later in 
said that Israel's behaviour com-' 
plcteh contradicted the "spirit of 
peace" which prevailed at last 
Thursday’s summit meeting bet- 
ween President Anwar Sudal and 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin. 

The statement tinted that Egypt 
had no choice but to condemn the 
Israeli action "and express its deep 
sorrow that the Israeli government 
undertook such a slep which is in 
direct opposition to all international 
agreements and the efforts for 
peace in the area'" 

it is set to he seen how the raid 
will afreet Israel -Egyptian relations, 
but judging from this week's initial 
reaction from Cairo it would seem 


that, despite the cnbarrassmcnl 
which the raid has undoubtedly 
caused Sadat, it will nit significan- 
tly affect the peace jroccss with 
Israel. 

Egypt stands to gan loo much 
from the continuation of the pcuce 
process, the observes point out, 
with the balance of Sinai due to be 
restored to Egypt iun sQvereignty by 
next A pril- /t is unlikely .to jeopar- 
di/e this over Israel? attack on Iraq, 
which, despite recent signs of 
cooperation between Cairo and 
Baghdad, remains one of the most 
hostile opponents of Sadat's peace 
treaty with Israel. 

The initial reactions from Jordan 
and Iraq itself would seem to in- 
dicate that Sunday's raid has done 
little to diminish the basic divisions 
in the region, with both countries 
accusing Iran of collusion in the 
Israeli operation. 


Jordan's King Hussein reaffirmed 
his country's firm stand with Iraq in 
its just war against the Iranian 
aggression “on the Arab lands and 
waters, and against the coordinated 
Zionist-lranian aggression against 
Iraq's vital targets." Those who did 
not support Iraq would in effect be 
supporting Israel. 

This appeared to be directed 
against Syria and Libya, both of 
which have sided openly with Iran 
in its war against Iraq. 

In a statement addressed to the 
Iraqi people and the Arab nation 
Monday, the Iraqi Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) said a 
formation of nine Israeli jets had 
raided the nuclear installations. 

“This perfidious operation has 
exposed an important and basic part 
of the reasons that led the suspected 
regime in Iran to wage war against 
Iraq..." 


A grave act, says French premier 


PARIS. — French Premier Pierre 
Mauroy on Monday condemned 
Israel for destroying the French- 
built nuclear reactor, calling it an 
"unacceptable and grave act" and 
warning that the attack was likely to 
fuel the explosive situation in the 
Middle East. 

But the Socialist leader dismissed 
any speculation that the attack may 
jeopardize President Francois Mit- 
terrand's proposed visit to Israel. 
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“For the time being there is no 
question of taking any measures 
other than this condemnation." 

The premier said the Iraq 
nuclear site was "a research centre 
subjected to the control of the 
International Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy.” 

Mauroy said that while France 
wanted to put some morality into 
arms sales, it also was determined to 
abide by contracts signed^in 
France's name. Re_refiis*d''Iosay 
whether France would replace the 
destroyed equipment. 

Before his election as president 
last month, Mitterrand was highly 
critical of the Iraqi project. Bui the 
French government has said since 
the election that it will honour con 
tracts signed under the previous ad- 
ministration. 

The official Soviet news agency 
on Monday condemned the raid as 
a "barbarous attack." (AP, UP!) 
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President Anwar Sadat meets the 
press In Ophira (Sharm e-Shelkh) un- 
derneath a flag which is shortly 
scheduled to be removed from that 
settlement. (IPPA) 

Begin said that the day 
of the summit had been "one 
of the good days” in his own 
life and in Sadat's “and in ihe 

hift inry nf-mir_naiiona.” He saidthat 
he and Sadat had achieved “impor- 
tant agreements and serious solu- 
tions” during the talk — but that 
they would not disclose the content 
of these agreements and solutions. 

(Editorial comment page 23] 


ISRAEL BLOW TO IRAQ 


(Condoned from page 1 

uranium in the Osiris reactor, but 
experts said later that they ex- 
pected only minimal fallout in the 
direct vicinity of the plant. They 
said that French claims of a possible 
danger to Baghdad proper were ex- 
aggerated, but conceded that some 
danger was inherent in an operation 
of this typ e*— 

Had Israel' waited until 'next 
month, when the reactor would 
have had its full load of 70 Thermo- 
Megawatls of atomic of* in place, 
the danger of fallout wduld have 
made an operation such as this im- 
possible. 

The raid was carried out Sunday 
evening, but the news was an- 
nounced officially in Israel only 
Monday afternoon, after it had 
been reported abroad. 

The Iraqis began their quest Tor 
atomic energy in the early 1960s. 
and with Soviet aid built in 1968 a 
twomagawHlt reactor based on 
heavy-water and uncnriched 
uranium. However, due to strict 
Soviet safeguards and refusal to in- 
crease the reactor's capacity, ihe 
Iraqis approached the Japanese to 
build a larger facility. This project 


fell through when the Japanese 
government vetoed any nuclear 
cooperation. 

The Iraqis approached the 
French in 1974, and in 1975 an 
agreement was signed between the 
two countries. 

In April 1979 an explosion at 
Seyne-sur-Mer near Toulon. 
France, destroyed a part of the 
Osiris reactor that was to be shipped 
to Iraq. In June last year, Yahia al- 
Meshad, an Egyptian-born nuclear 
scientist who was a major figure in 
the Iraqi programme, was killed in 
Paris, 

The programme was set back 
slightly in September 1980 when 
Iranian Phantoms bombed some 
outbuildings at the facility. The ac- 
tual reactor was undnmaged, but 
French and Italian technicians left 
the site. They returned this 
February when the damage was 
repaired und the programme was 
renewed at an accelerated pace. 

At the time of the I run inn attack. 
Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein 
said that he could not understand 
the rationale hchind the Iranian sl- 
.tack. since the reactor was intended 
exclusively against "the Zionist 
enemy." 


‘IT WAS NOW OR NEVER’ 


(Conilnuw) from page I) 

l^^any'criticisrn from any quarter. 
We had to lake this action in order 
to ensure the existence of our peo- 
-pie-.inJls homeland,” he said. 

The U.S. had known nothing of 
the operation beforehand, nor, 
Begin stressed, had Egypt. He had 
given no hint of it to President 
Anwar Sadal at their meeting in 
Ophira last Thursday. 

Begin recalled that Israel had 
been “tryingvfor the^ast two years 
lo get France to jwithdraw from the 
Iraqi reactor project, > - 

Government sources told .The 
Post that the recent change of 
government in France htfd not af- 
fected Israel's attitude that it had no 
choice but to attack the reactor. 
France's new foreign minister, 
Claude Cheysson, said recently that 
France would not engage in future 
nuclear deals of this kind, but that it 


would honour existing commit- 
ments. Bui even if France had cut 
off its supply of uranium to the Iraqi 
reactor, the sources said, 
Baghdad would have been able to 
operate ihe plant with uranium 
procured elsewhere. __ 

Aliza Begin in hsopital 

Aliza Begin, wife of Prime 
Minister Begin, was last week 
rushed to Jerusalem's Hadassah 
Hospital in Ein Karem while the 
premier was engaged in the summit 

talk with Egyptian President^Aflwar 

Sadat in Ophira;.. 

Mrs. Begin was admitted to the 
hospital’s intensive care respiratory 
unit, but was fully conscious. * 
hospital spokeswoman said. She ad- 
ded that Mrs. Begin had apparently 
suffered a "transient circulatory 
problem.” At the weekend U was 
stated that Mrs. Begin’s conditio* 
continued lo improve. 
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A media spectacular that 

made politid&Lsense too 


By DAVID LANDAU 

Past Diplomatic Correspondent 
OPHIRA. — Thursday's summit-- 
conference here between Premier 
Menahem Begin and President 
Anwar Sadat was blatantly and un- 
ashamedly a media event — a 
television spectacular meticulously 
stage-managed to suit the needs of 
camera-crews and, to a lesser ex- 
teni, oT print journalists. 
Nevertheless, it was a significant 
event for all that — a notable 
achievement for Israel, for the 
peace process and for Menahem 
Begin. 

A good measure of cynicism is 
proper and necessary in observing 
the 'public relations' aspect of this 
summit and in assessing the Israeli 
electoral considerations motivating 
at least one. und v«ry possibly both, 
of ihe summiteers, 

The way, for instance, in which 
Sadat und Begin flew off by 
helicopter straight after the arrival 
ceremony, ostensibly to “tour the 
area by air,” was almost crude in its 
stage-managed quality. The real 
purpose of the heli-tour, or course, 
was to enable ’the hordes of 
photographers and news men to be 
ferried by buses from the airport to 
the Marina Hotel, and to deploy 
themselves in good time to “cover 
the talks.” 

When Sadat was asked at the 
press conference if he would com- 
ment on the idea, widely expressed 
in the Israeli press, that the summit 
meeting would affect the election, 
he had the good grace, and good 


grirr.'JJ^niier Begin quickly stepped 
jn/fb proclaim, somewhat dis- 
•-Tnge illicitly, thxt “this didn’t even 
occur to- either ok us." (Assembled 
newsmen: "Ahhhh.'q “We have had 
such serious problems to discuss — 
and you mix in the elections," Begin 
accused the questioner. • 

A dose of healthy cynicism, then, 
is definitely in order. However, no 
amount of cynicism can sweep aside 
the genuine political significance of 
this meeting between the leader of 
Israel and the president of Egypt at 
a time of Israeli-Arab crisis on 
another fronts 

Nor should cynicism brush away 
the import of Sadat's statement at 
the press conference: “Since Camp 
David three years ago, there have 
been many dramatic changes in this 
rppinn hm nne fact prevails: Camp 
David, the treaty between us. and 
the peace process.” 

The crisis between Israel and 
Syria is perhaps the first direct and 
difficult test of the Israel-Egypt 
peace and, by Sadat's own account, 
the peace is holding up firmly and 
well. 

There will be those who argue 
that this is the case only because, or 
chiefly because, Israel is still 
holding a considerable swathe of 
Sinai. Time will tell whether that 
cynicism is well founded. 

President Sadat on Thursday was 
at pains to dispel any such doubts. 
"The decision of war or peace is, on 
the Arab side, in the hands of 
Egypt,” he declared, “and on the 
Israeli side, in ihe hinds nf Israel. 


humour, to answer with a-tong, — We-have pledged together-thaL-ifo 
monosyllabic "Noooo" and a broad October War will b’c the last war...' 

The phantom of Ophira 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Israel TV on Thursday 
night featured Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat as solo headliner of 
the Ophira summit. But what ap- 
peared to be a one-man act was 
soon shown to have been, in Fact, a 
duet, when a Likud campaign 
telecast later featured Prime 
Minister Menuheni Begin in slar 
billing. 

Begin was edited out of the Mabai 
news magazine's summit coverage 
because of a 1959 regulation barring 
pictures of Knesset candidates from 
cinema or TV screens in the 30 days 
preceding the elections. 


Likud leads Labour 45-42 




With less than a month lo go until r 
the election the Likud has moved 
ahead of Labour, with the National | 
Religious Party losing ground and i 
the smaller lists, including Moshe i 
Dayan’s Telem, holding small frag- 
ments or the total vote. This 
emerged from a poll conducted for 
The Jerusalem Post in the last week 
of May by the Modi’in Ezrahi Ap- 
plied Research Centre aqiong a 
representative selection of'"b2^6 
adults. The survey was conducted 

the last weekoTMiry: — - 

Centre director Sara Shemer 
noted that as election day ap-,' 
proaches voting patterns ajx 
becoming more fixed, withvdfers 
reverting to old loyaltiej/Tn the 
March poll, 46 per .^nt of the 
decided voters said^ey would opt 
for the same pa as in 1977. This 


t \ I 




This deprived TV newsmen of 
prime footage, highlighted by affec- 
tionate embraces, broad smiles and 
effusive camaraderie between 
Menahem and Anwar — as the stars 
of the censored spectacle referred 
to one another- All that remained 
were cioseups of Sadal at Lhe joint 
press conference with Begin, shots 
of the entourage and overall views. 

But a far better show was 
provided in living colour by the 
Likud in its allotted time slot. En 
route to Ophira, a beaming Begin in 
an “exclusive interview” said his 
meeting with Sadat was “natural, 
almost routine. It’s the tenth time 
we’re getting together.” 
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ratio has now risen to 77 per cent. 
The Likud appeared in the current 
poll to have won back nearly all its 
old supporters from the floating 
vote. 

The latest poll Indicates thfct the 


two large parties are booming 
stronger at the expense ofthe smal- 
ler lists. Moreover, the floating vote 


■ >v . 

Military police block Yamit residents demonstrating in the sea against the withdrawal from 
Sinai during the Begin-Sadat summit. (Sjmmnsky-israei Sum 

Lebanon: the raids go on 


has shrunk from .per cent in 
January to:r22.5 percent. in June. 

Here ifr, thcJ , apportionment of 
Knesset seats A$n : th? basis of the 
latest tyvq polls; . . M.y 

" ' "• - ' 43 41 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Israel continued to hammer away 
at Palestinian terrorist bases in 
Lebanon last week, despite 
American criticism of the attacks. 

There had been a brief lull in the 
raids while U.S. special envoy Philip 
Habib was in the area, seeking a 
resolution to the crisis which 
erupted when Syria moved Soviet- 
made anti-aircraft missiles into 
Lebanon. But they resumed when 
Habib flew to Washington for con- 
sultations. 

Chief of Staff Ll.-Gen. Rafael 
Eilan said that “action against the 
terrorists must continue because 
thus arc using ilm interval for re- 
organization ana preparation, anfl - 
wc must not give them any rest." 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
also said that the attacks must con- 
tinue. because "that is the only way 
we can defend our people." Begin 
said in an interview that he had told 
Habib “four or perhaps six times 
that we are going lo hit the terrorists 
and he accepted it." 

Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig had criticized the attacks in a 
message to Begin, and said the ac- 
tions could be construed as a 
provocation aimed at the Syrians. 

Israeli sources said the secretary's 
ire seemed directed at the liming 
and the intensity of the raids rather 
than at the basic policy. 

U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis 
also delivered a message lo Begin 
from Habib himself asking for 
Israeli restraint so as not to pre- 
judice the prospects of his mission. 

Lewis told Begin of American 
concern at the civilian casualties, 
including children, caused by the air 
strikes. Begin replied that as a na- 
tion that had lost one-and-a-half 
million children in Hiller’s gas 
chambers, the Jewish state was fully 
sensitive to the tragedy of child- 
casualties and civilian suffering. 

In Washington, U.S. officials 
were doubtful whether Habib would 
achieve agreement between Syria 
and Israel over Lebanon and were 
hoping that he can at least “play for 
lime" until Israel's election day, 
June 30. 

The officials hope that with the 
resumption of Habib's mission, 
Israel will hall Us intense bombard- 
ment of Palestinian targets in 
Lebanon. Some well-placed U.S. 
sources, upset by the almost daily 
raids, suspect that Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin and his govern- 
ment may actually be trying lo 


frustrate Saudi Arabia's behind-the- 
scenes efforts to ease tensions. 

The Saudis, who have com- 
plained strongly to Washington 
about the Israeli air strikes, are 
viewed by the Americans as critical 
to any resolution of the crisis. 

The State Department twice 
publicly called on Israel to restrain 
its military actions in Lebanon. 
Spokcsmnn Dean Fischer said that 
the U.S. had given no “green lights" 
for such military action. 

Assistant Secretary of Stale for 
Near Eastern and South Asian Af- 
fairs Nicholas Velioles, described us 
“complex and obscure” the ques- 
linn of whether use by Israel of 
mi id i (ini i- supplied weapons for its 
attacks in Lebanon violates the 
U.S. -Israel arms contract agree- 
ments. 



Philip Habib 

Veliotes's remarks were the first 
public hint that the Reagan ad- 
ministration, like its predecessors, is 
looking into the sensitive matter of 
such alleged violations. 

Bui Velioies also expressed un- 
derstanding for the raids. The 
operations were "attacks by Israel 
against elements who attack Israel,” 
he said. 

Referring to the Syrian missiles in 
Lebanon. Begin told an interviewer 
that when Habib returned to Ihe 
Middle East he would ask the en- 
voy: "How long will it last? We can- 
not wait for an indefinite period. It 
should be a serious negotiation — a 
serious negotiation should bring 
results." 

Begin said Israel would exercise 
its military option if it became clear 
that, the diplomatic efforts' were 
useless. “We can destroy those mis- 
siles in two hours, my friend," Begin 
told the interviewer, “and not leave 
one or them. 

"We didn't do it (until now) 
because we want to give a chance to 
find a peaceful solution and the 
Syrians — may I tell you, Lhis i? no 
boast — cunnot prevent us from 
destroying those missiles.'' 

Despite the worrisome signs from 
Syria and Begln's tough talk, the as- 
sessment of top-level American 
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policymakers Is that a political 
resolution of the crisis Is attainable. 
This optimistic assessment, it is 
reliably learned, pertains both to 
Israel and to Syria. 

Regarding Israel, American 
analysts believe that the dissent 
within the political community over 
the missile crisis — with leading op- 
government with ineptness — 
reduces the chuncc of war. The 
Americans feci that the discord 
within Israeli opinion, and the im- 
minence of the Knesset elections, 
are both factors that should 
produce restraint and flexibility in 
the Israeli position. 

Regarding Syria, the U.S is en- 
couragcd~By' Ffc51(leiH~Ha fi.c . - Va— 
sud's willingness to consult with the 
Saudis. 

4 The Saudi efforts, upon which the 
U.S. seems to build much of its op- 
timism, have been quietly supported 
by Jordan. King Hussein, apparent- 
ly fearing a regional conflagration, 
has been exerting his own influence 
with the Saudis to urge them to 
nudge Assad into a settlement. 

The Asaad-Habib talks arc under- 
stood to have ranged far beyond the 
specific Issues of the present crisis. 
Some observers predict that if the 
U.S. peace envoy Is eventually succes- 
sful In his mission, one result will be a 
significant Improvement In U.S.- 
Syrian relations. 

In Tel Aviv, Deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Zipori 
said lhat Syria is completing pre- 
parations Tor possible war with Israel. 
But he would not say whether he 
believes the Syrians actually want a 
war now. 

Some military sources said they 
believe Damascus wants clashes, 
but others say Assad is merely 
engaged in a brinkmanship policy, 
although he is fully aware it may 
deteriorate into a war engulfing the 
entire area. 

Speculation over Syria's goals fol- 
lowed the deployment of a Syrian 
armoured brigade along that 
country's border with Lebanon, arid 
of an armoured battalion from Syria 
to Luke Kanin. This is only 12 
kilometres north of Metullu. on the 
“red line” which Israel maintains 
the Syrians should not cross. 

On the Golan. Syrian troops have 
improved their positions and 
trenches and inspected minefields 
and weapons systems. 

(Compiled from reports by David 
Landau. Joshua Brilliant, and 
Wolf B Hirer in Washington. I 
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THE REAGAN Administration is 
not planning to waste much time 
uficr the June 30 Israeli elections 
with its decision to sell Saudi Arabia 
five AWACS rudnr planes and other 
advanced weaponry designed to 
enhance (he range and firepower of 
its F-1 5 fighter bombers. A decision 
has been made to officially notify 
the Congress of the proposed 
package early in July. 

The House and Senate, of course, 
will then have an opportunity to try 
to block the sale by resolutions of 
disapproval in both houses — a dif- 
ficult and complicated legislative 
process, especially if President 
Ronald Reagan, as expected, 
decides to put all his weight behind 
the package. 

With the prestige of the White 
House at stake, there will be some 
serious arm-twisting. 

Senior Reagan Administration of- 
ficials already believe that Saudi 
Arabia's behind-t he -scenes 
diplomatic efforts to case the 
Israeli -Syrian conflict in Lebanon 
may eventually play a critical role in 
w inning congressional suppport for 
the proposed AWACS sale. These 
officials sense that the AWACS deal 
might yet prove to be an importunl 
by-product of the Lebanese crisis. 

The administration had initially 
u anted to notify the Congress of the 
Saudi sale Iasi April, but was forced 
to postpone the action because of 
the mounting opposition in the 
House and Senate among both 
Democrats and Republicans. 

At that time, White House 
observers suspected that the presi- 
dent simply did not have the votes. 

Saudi Arabia's “constructive" 
mediatory role in Lebanon, as well 
as its refusal to increase the price of 
OPEC oil. arc viewed by U S. of- 
ficials as possible factors— which 

might weaken the congressional op- 
position to the arms sale. 

IN ANY CASE, the entire AWACS 
sale has presented a serious chal- 
lenge to Rcugun's supporters in the 
Jewish community, cspcciully to the 
coalition for Reugan/Bush’ which 
was so effective in winning 
nationwide Jewish support for the 
Republican ticket during the U.S. 
election campaign. 

Three months ago, before the ad- 
ministration had indicated its of- 
ficial support for the AWACS 
transfer hut after it had approved 

NO W THAT Ezer Weizman has ad- 
mitted he'd consider a political 
comeback if the June 30 poll ends in 
deadlock and a new election is held, 
he ll be glad to know ih 'it he's the 
must popular politico among the 
readers of Ai. the women s 
magazine. I’ve just obtained a pre- 
publicalion peek at the results of a 
poll appearing in Al's June issue, 
which reveals thut it isn't only 
Anwar Sadat who is charmed by our 
dashing cx-pilui. 

Weizman came out first on two 
key questions: "With whom would 
you like lo spend a weekend in 
E ilal? i Ezer had a big lead, followed 
h\ Yitzhak Rabin, Moshe Dayan and 
David Levy in that order; and "To 
whom would you introduce your 
best girl friend*?” In the second poll, 
i./cr ran almost neck-and-ncck with 
Yuram Aridor, with Rabin and Levy 
trailing. 

The former defence minister wrns 
ahi* the most preferred as a dinner 
guest (followed by Duyan and 
Rahim, and when the women gucs- 
sed whom their fathers would like 
for a son-in-law. On that. Zcvulun 
Hammer was runner-up. 

As the hest -dressed politicians, 
the readers picked Rabin, 
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AWACS battle draws near 

Strong opposition to the supply of AWSXTS-sp^pianes to Saudi Arabip is 
shaping up ta the American Jewish community as thettme draws near for Con- 
gress to consider the proposed sale. The Jerusalem^Post’s— Washington 
Correspondent, WOLF BLITZER, reports. 


the sidewinder air-to-air missiles 
and extra fuel tanks for the Saudi F- 
15s, some Republican Jewish 
leaders met with Reagan, Vice 
President George Bush and other 
senior ud mi nisi rat ior officials ut the 
While House, 

The Jews cmergec from that ses- 
sion in serious diiagrcemenl as 
some, like Max Fischer of Detroit 
and Ted Cummings «f Los Angeles, 
expressed their r affirmed con- 
fidence in the udmnisl ration’s in- 
tentions, while othen, like Norman 
Bramun of Miami an! Irwin Levy of 
West Palm Reach, .verc still very 
upset. 

Shortly after that first While 
House meeting, the administration 
announced Us support for the 
AWACS sale, anc that clearly 
solidified Republican Jewish op- 
position to (htfjmtirc package. 

— ’Artfi* llhie of writing the Jewish 
coalition has not yet Issued a joint 
statement against the sale. But one 
is expected shortly. 

A consensus against the transac- 
tion appeared to develop when the 
34 Republican Jews met in 
Washington on May 17. Their 
meeting, an outgrowth of the earlier 
dissension which came when they 
met with Reagan, was held behind 
closed doors and participants were 
asked not to discuss details with the 
press. Nevertheless The Jerusalem 
Post has learned that a decision was 
taken to publicly oppose the sale 
“at the right moment," probably 


after (He Lebanese crisis eases 
somewhat. 

If the Republican Jews go ahead 
with their joint opposition, they will 
be in good company, since many of 
Reagan's best friends in the 
Congress, including Republican 
Representative Jack Kemp of New 
York and Senator Roger Jepsen of 
Iowa, have already promised to op- 
pose the deal. Republican Senator 
Rudy Boschwitz of Minnesota, 
himself Jewish, has let the White 
House know that he will lead the 
fight against the deal in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
where he chairs the subcommittee 
on the Middle East. 

AT THF. MAY 17 meeting. Max 
Fisher was elected chairman of the 
coalition. Ted Cummings, Reagan’s 
best friend in the Jewish com- 
munity, hus been tapped to be the 
next U.S. Ambassador lo Austria. 
Fisher, of course, was the key 
Jewish link to the Nixon and Ford 
White Houses. 

But the Detroit leader, who also 
serves as chuirman of the board of 
governors of the Jewish Agency, 
will not have the free hand in deal- 
ing with the Reagan White House 
that he had then. 

The coalition, during the 
sometimes stormy session, named a 
seven-member steering committee 
to coordinate policy decisions and 
public statements with Fisher. 


The committee indudes Norman 
Braman; Albert Spiegel of Los 
Angeles, who^had chaired the coali- 

Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio; 
George Klein of New York City; 
Richard Fox of Philadelphia; Sylvia 
Hassenfeld of Providence, Rhode 
Island, and Ozzie Goren of Los 
Angeles. All are known to be strong 
opponents of the AWACS sale. 

They want the coalition's public 
rejection of the AWACS sale to 
have the maximum political benefit, 
so they are waiting for the right mo- 
ment to step forward with their joint 
stutement. 

BRAMAN, always outspoken, has 
already started to act alone. H is first 
target was Jacob Stein, the former 
chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American 
Jewish • Organizations— during the 
early 1970s, who n^w serves in the 
White House as liaison to the 
Jewish community. \ 

Stein, a Long Island Businessman, 
was interviewed by the him Beach 
Post on May 3: "We have an ad- 
ministration which is strongly com- 
mitted to the security of Israel," he 
said. “The long-range interests of 
Israel are served by increasing 
American influence and presence, 
by whatever form it can take, in the 
Persian Gulf. 

“Israel’s interests arc better 
served in dealing with a Saudi 
Arabiu which, though hostile, is pari 


The most popular of them all 


of the American def'" wC ^Stella- 
lion and depend' on America for 
spure parts, i,lin dealing with g 
hostile Sa ,ul Arabia that is free d 
Amer«' iin influence and has re| a . 
tip-.* with the British and French.” 

BRAMAN CIRCULATED Stein 1 ! 
interview among his fellow 
Republican Jewish activists around 
the country with the following com- 
ment: “Is it any wonder that the ad- 
ministration has received the type 
of incorrect signals with respect to 
not only the Jewish community, but 
to the entire country on the issue o! 
the sale of F-1 5s and AWACS to the 
Saudis?" 

Stein, of course, had been a 
leader of the coalition himself 
before joining the White House 
staff, where he serves as a special 
adviser attached to the office of 
public liaison. A White House an-, 
nouncement of his appointment 
said he "will be involved with policy 
co-ordination with the Office of 
Policy Development, the National , 
Security Council and the U.S. mb- 

— fcion-lo-thq UM .” - ^ 

Next to Murray WeidCnbouip, 
chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, he is (he 
highest-ranking Jew on the White 
House staff. There are not many 
others. 

Stein's credibility with the Jewish 
community will be seriously 
strained if he continues to speak 
publicly in favour of the AWACS 
sale. Three years ago. one of his 
predecessors, Mark Siegel, resigned 
in protest of the Carter Administra- 
tion initial sale or 60 F-1 5s to the 
Saudis. Siegel complained that he 
was simply being used to sell die 
deni even though he did not have 
any influence in the original deci- 
sion to go ahead with it. 

How much clout Stein will have 
in the Reagan While House remains 
to be seen. 

Meawhilc, the Slate Department 
i.s still trying to head off a major 
clash over the sale. Former 
Republican Senator Jacob Javits of 
New York has been named to be a 
special assistant to Secretary of 
Slate Alexander Haig. 

Javits. who still commands enor- 
mous respect in the Senate, will see 
if any room for a compromise exists. 

Before joining the Slate Depart- 
ment staff, Juvits — defeated Iasi 
ve«r in his hid Tor re-election — had 
conic out against the AWACS sale. 


Menahem Begin and Shimon Peres, 
and said that they'd be most ready 
to lend money to Ylgaef Hurvitz 
(the former finance minister) Rabin 
and Begin. 

THE METHOD behind Premier 
Bcgin’s “give ’em hell" aggres- 
siveness these days may be the 
result of the advice he's been get- 
ting from Madison Ave. elections 
counsellor David Garth. The New 
York Dally News says that Garth 
(who's slaying at the King David 
Hotel together with his assistant, cx- 
ADL man in Jerusalem Ze’ev Furst) 
gave the same kind of advice to “his 
most successful client," New York 
Mayor Edward Koch. 

According to the Daily News, 
Begin und Peres arier each spending 
S4 in . on their campaigns. It quoted 
the Labour leader's Munhatiun 
counsel, David Sawyer, us saying 
that "only a small portion will go lo 
the experts." 

Chief of SUiR* Rafael Elian, recently 
offered home hospitality to 
UNIKIL's Irish commander. 


PUBLIC FACES 
Mark Segal 




I* 

Ezer Weizman 


Ezer Weizman (RuWngerj 

General William Callaghan at 
moshav Tel Adashim. The two 
generals apparently got on famous- 
ly. with the taciturn host showing 
off his carpentry shed, and swap- 


ping farming notes — Callaghan 
farms some land in the Emerald 
Isle. The visit left an impression on 
the Irish officer. A week or two 
IjdCTjJ* 5ac ^ of real Irish polulocs 
■A’fSm Callaghan's farm was 
delivered to Tel Adashim. 

AMON.G. JHE GIFTS Jerusalem 
Mayor Teddy Kollek got on his 70th 
birthday was a cassette from 
maestro Isaac Stern, currently on a 
concert lour ih Japan. It contained" 
the strains or “Happy Birthday” 
plus some of Teddy's favourite 
tunes performed by the violinist 
himself. ’ . 

ALTHOUGH EGYPT'S President 
Anwar Sadat; has bgeji .very discreet 
about expressing any, preference he 
may have: for future Israeli 
negotiating partners, thg- Egyptian 
leader, has let a hinTslip through. 

In a recent letter from former 
British Premier James Callaghan to 
the Alignment candidate for that 
job here, Shimon Perea, Callaghan 
wrote; “1 thought you would like to 
know that my wife and I were the 



THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


James Callaghan 

guests of President Sadat last weet 
He had a number of kind things to 
say about you and clearly believes 
that you and he have built up an.uit- 
demanding.” 

In the past, Begin has had high 
praise for the former British Labour 
Party leader, calling hmj^a' “8 re * 1 
friend of Israel.” Bu tm his lelfc[' 
Callaghan said, “Although Begin* 
attack on (West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut) Schmidt, may be ex- 
plicable in terms of his past history 
and personality, it has certainly 
Israel sympathy in the West; b“i 
then, so nave a number of the 
Likud’s other anions during the la* 1 
12 months.” 

Published weekly: Junet.fJ, 


THE ECONOMY 


Gatny and Aridor trade 
charges on infl ation 

D.i cm rvun uiov rlirc Rut ihocp 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

Bank of Israel Governor Arnon 
Gafny last week delivered a broaj 
side against the govenynem's 
economic policy, saying golden op- 
portunity to reduce inflation had 
been squandered. 

Thbugh he was not mentioned by 
name, Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor reacted quickly and sharply 
lo Gafny's charges, made while 
presenting the central bank’s annual 
report to journalists. Aridor, 
deviating from the traditional 
maintenance of correct relations 
between holders of the slate’s top 
two economic jobs, implied that the 
governor's statements were 
motivated by electoral considera- 
tions. 

Gafny, also hinting at electoral 

motives for 'tho polioias Ha 

criticized, warned that the current 
halt in state-controlled price rises is 
no solution for inflation. On the 
contrary, he said, it will mean ac- 
celerated increases in Ihe near 
future. 

In 1980, Gafny asserted, in- 
flation's growth was halted and con- 
ditions were created under which it 
could have been reduced, but the 
opportunity was wasted because a 
comprehensive policy was not fol- 
lowed. He said the essential fault 
was that demand was not kept down 
along with prices. 

He insisted that more serious 
stale budget cuts will be necessary, 
including the defence budget. The 
standard or living should not be 
lowered, and luxes on labour should -subsidies for fueLaiiij bnsio-oom 


-oil price,rises. But these successes 
were accompanied by a hall in 
grprftn and a large increase in un- 
nployment. \ 

Some-long-term, figures included 
in the annual report showed a 12 per 
cent increase in real wages between 
1975 and 1980, but at th&game time, 
a 20-25 per cent fall in the. value of 
children's allowances, and an in- 
crease in direct taxation from 26 per 
cent to 33 per cent of income. 

Aridor, rebutting Gafny's report, 
predicted that inflation would fall 
below 100 per cent this year for the 
first time since 1978. He charged 
that the governor’s proposals for 
cancelling subsidies and speeding 
up devaluation as the sole means of 
encouraging exports would only 
spur inflation,; and further budget 
cuts would create even more un- 
employment 

Aridor expressed shock at 
Gafny's call for a reduced defence 
budget, which he said would en- 
danger Israel's security in the midst 
of a crisis. 

The finance minister insisted that 
he will continue his tax-cutting 
policy, which he called modern and 
in the right direction. 

Continuing the dispute, Bank of 
Israel sources said last week that the 
Treasury pumped 1S900 million into 
the economy during May, after 
managing to absorb IS 1 97m. in 
April. Bank sources said this would 
increase inflation. 

Treasury sources explained the 
increased injection of money — 
while disputing the baok's figures — 
as stemming from higher ouilnss f.*r 



be reduced, alongside lower 
directed subsidies to industry, and 
local products should be exposed to 
competition from imports. 

Gafny also had some compli- 
ments for the economy: exports 
have grown dramatically, to the 
point where they are more able to 
stand on their own without incen- 
tives. and the country's balance of 
payments improved in 1980 despite 


modifies, increased defence costs, 
and the cost-of-living increment 
paid at the beginning of May. They 
also said that u delay in sending tux 
payment booklets to the self- 
employed slowed up income lax 
collection. 

Despite this, they claimed, only 
lS7l3m. was pumped into circula- 
tion during the previous months, all 
in accordance with the budget. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The jig is up 

THE INJECTION of the hefty amount of IS900 million into the 
economy in May, now revealed by the Bank of Israel, may signify the 
beginning of the end of Finance Minister Yoram Aridor’s pre- 
election festival. 

The resort once again, and with a vengeance, to the printing press 
to finance the government's torrential expenditures shows that Mr. 
Aridor's earlier efforts to absorb money from the public have been 
no more than a stop-gap measure. At first he collected more taxes by 
inducing the public to advance its purchases of consumer goods. He 
also managea to generate a short-lived bulge in the money put into 
saving schemes. 

Until April, these varied manipulations brought in enough cash so 
that, despite mounting government spending, there was little need to 
print money. 

Now these overdrafts have apparently come to an end. The Bank/ 
of Israel finds it more difficult to sell government bonds, despite an S’ 
per cent discount from their face value. The public’s eagerness to buy 
cheapened consumer durables shows signs of having become blun- 
ted, so that the Treasury cannot expect to collect more taxps.*.. 

The relatively comfortable cash-flow position which Mr.' Aridor 
engineered for a few months is, as the latest data indicate, , a viry tem- 
porary affair. By contrast, many of the expenditures h^has been 
piling up are commiimentsToi; a long time ahdad. ‘ / , 

The massive subsidization bfstftnsumer .fco'ofl/ 1 ftqd services, 
together wifint nrtax reduc tions, waThn^companl^d by expenditure 
cuts or other measures to curb aggregate d dirt and. Inflation was 
therefore merely diverted from the,atlbsldiz£ti and cheapened goods 
to the unsubsidized goods and^efvices. "•/ 

At their present rales, these subsidies will by the end of the fiscal 
year have cost lS18b., wpttfh Is 9 per cent of the entire budget. This 
can obviously not gp/4n, regardless of who is going to be finance 
minister. The cowquence of Mr. Aridor’s frantic effort to create the 
artificial moocL^a boom, or at least a boomlet, will be a painful bust. 
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U.S. venture capital exploits Israeli R&D 



By MACABEE DEAN 
TEL AVIV. — Some $6 million has 
been raised in Ihe U.S. by a group or 
40 fairly small investors as "venture 
capital’' to exploit "reasonably 
priced" R&D manpower in Israel,, 
according to Naftali Raz, managing- 
director of "Worldlech ” 

The company was founded a year 
ago for this specific purpose, and 
Raz believes that another S6m. will 
be raised in the U.S. during the cur- 
rent year, and "it is to be ho^ed, 
depending on the success of the 
projects, about SlOm. in 1982." 

So far, agreements have been 
signed with local R&D teams to 
carry out eight projects; and 
another six projects are under con- 
sideration. 

Raz is very hesitant about reveal- 


SEND FOR OUR FREE 
BROCHURE TODAYI 

Name —. — 

Address — 

City 

Country — J 

Tel. . ■ M 


ing the nature of the projects, 
although he is willing to say that one 
(which is being done by Elscint in 
Hflifa) deals with an “artificial com- 
puterized kidney" and another with 
an "energy saving device." The 
other projects, he says, deal with 
“metals and chemicals." 

He points out that (he American 
investors, who receive income tax 
benefits in the U.S., also get a con- 
siderable boost here from the Office 
of the Chief Scientist in the Ministry 
of industry, Trade and Tourism. 

Prof Arieh Lavie, the chief scien- 
tist, Is "matching dollar for each 
dollar brought in." 

Raz points out that although the 
American investors nay lose if a 
project falls through, the fact that 
"Professor Lavie is supporting these 


projects means that he has screened 
them and believes that they have a 
fairly high probability of suc- 
ceeding." 

One of the chief scientist's 
stipulations is that, if at all possible, 
the successful projects be manufac- 
tured in Israel, thiis enhancing the 
export drive. -l 

Grant for exporters 

The Treasury agreed last week to 
pay $50 million to firms exporting to 
Europe to compensate them for the 
drop in the value of European 
currencies against the dollar. 

The agreement- stales that expor- 
ters will gel a one-iirir^-gcaiitof 6 
per cent of the added value oTfiTeh^ 
exports to Europe for March, April, 
May and June. 


Torch protest 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — A kerosene- 
drenched man yesterday turned 
himself into a human torch at the 
Defence Ministry’s rehabilitation 
office on Rehov Ibn G viral to 
protest its "cdllous attitude." 

Police reported later that linn 
Shimon, 26, of Risbdn Leiion, was 
out of danger. 

Shimon told police he was 
wounded in the mouth by shrapnel 
while serving with the Golani 
Brigade in 1975. Since then, he told 
investigators, he has been shunted 
"back and forth’’ by the rehabilita- 
tion authorities. 

.“Shimon -said he set fire to 
himself because they didn't take 
.care of him," police said. 

-AJDefence Ministry spokesman 
said hefiBd-no-det ails, to release. 
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THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE 




New boss at 
the Agency 

Dr. Shlomo Tadmor, a former 
consul-general in San Francisco has 
been appointed director-general of 
j the Jewish Agency. 

Tadmor, 55, replaces Shmuel 
Lahis, who resigned last February 
after charging the agency and the 
government were failing to take ac- 
tion against emigration. 

XsHmfli, u/-ho. was born in 

Yugoslavia and came to thlrcountfy 
in 1937, has a doctorate in 
educational administration front 
New York’s Columbia University. 

A former secretary of the Council 
for Higher Education, he has been a 
general adviser to agency chairman 
Arye Dulzin for the past two years. 

The agency representatives who 
mude the appointment said they had 
been looking for an agency insider 
who could not only run its mulli- 
million-dollar operations but also 
gel ulong with its thousands of 
employees. 

The new director-general was 
once director lor international rela- 
tions of the Education Ministry and 
special assistant to the president of 
the Wcizniann Institute. He has also 
lectured frequently on U.S. cam- 
puses mid has represented Israel at 
various international conferences. 
He is a veteran of the Hagana and 
of the War of Independence and the 
Six Day Wan _____ 

Tamar de Sola Pool 

Tamar de Sola Pool, a former 
national president of Hadassah 
(1939-43). has died in New York. 
Born in Jerusalem in 1 893, she lived 
in the U.S. since 1904. 

In 1917 she married the London- 
born David de Sola Pool who for 
over 50 years served as rabbi of 
Shearilh Israel Synugogue. the 
oldest Jewish congregation of North 
America, and the head of the 
Sephardi ‘community in North 
America. 

Tamar (nee llirshcnson) de Sola 
Pool was a tireless communal 
worker and wrote a number of 
studies on Palestine, Judaism and 
social affairs. She is survived by her 
daughter, Naomi Rodstcin, and son, 
Prof. Ilhicl de Sola Pool. • 

Jerusalem's population 

The population of Jerusalem ha* 
grown 53 per cent since unification 
• 14 years ago — from 269,000 to 
412.001) — according to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics. 

The Jewish population has grown 
by 49 per cent to 295,000, an in- 
crease of 97,000. The non-JewtsJi 
population, mostly Arab, ■has_jy£ wn 
65 per cent to 1 17 , 000 , ajvmcreaw 
of 46,000... --• 

JERUSALEM WALLS 
The walls dividing Jerusalem were 
torn down soon after .the ft’ 
unification of the city in June IW- 
and not as reported in the caption 
on page one uf The Jerusalem 
International Edition fast week- 

Published weekly :Jube 7- y, Iff} 
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NevMight on JTem’s ancient walls 


By ABRAHAM RABINbxqcH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter's. « 

President Anwar Sadat is* 
doubtless unaware of it and so are 
most Jews, but the four-century old 
walls of Jerusalem, attributed uj. 
Suleiman the Magnificent, weprtfe- 
tually built by an EgyptianTew. 

So says Prof. Meir Benayahu of 
Tel Aviv University, who cites a 
1 7th century Egyptian Jewish 
historian, Joseph ben Isaac Sam- 
bnri. 

Interviewed last week, Benayahu 
referred to Sambari’s chronicle, 
Divrei Yosef, in which the historian 
mentions Avraham Castro, who 
was uppoinied director of the Egyp- 
tian mint in 1522 by the Egyptian 
pasha Cheirberg. 

According to Sambari, it was 


Castro, scion of one of the Sephardi 
families expelled from Spain in 
1492, to Artiom Suilari Suleiman 1 as- 
signed-the task of rebuilding the 
wprts of Jerusalem. ., 

'■''sambari says-, that “Suleiman built 
the walls of Jerusalem by means of. 
the nag id, Rav Avrpham Castro of 
blessed memory, who was governor 
of the Egyptian mini.\ 

According to the Encyclopedia 
Judalca, which makes no mention of 
Castro's connection with Jerusalem, 
Castro refused to (ake part in a plot 
,by a later Egyptian pasha, Muham- 
mad Shaitan, to revolt against 
Suleiman and escaped to Constan- 
tinople, where he informed the sul- 
tan of the pasha's intentions. 

The pasha intended to take 
vengeance on the Jews of Egypt, but 


his revolt was crushed before it 
could carry out the slaughter. The 
Jews of Egypt celebrated the date of 
his execution as a feast day and cal- 
led it Purimshel Mitzraylm (Purim of 
Egypt) because o,f its parallel to the 
Purim story of Persia. Castro, says 
the encyclopedia, "was then ap- 
pointed to an important position in 
Egypt." 

Professor Benayahu, son of 
former Sephardi Chie F Rabbi 
Yitzhak Nissim, says that. Castro 
later settled in Jerusalem' and es- 
tablished a yeshivar He says it was 
common for Mameluke and 
Turkish rulers to appoint wealthy 
Jews to carry out buildjng projects, 
the money to be repaid to them 
later out of taxes. 

Benayahu says that Castro was 



apparently overall project manager 
of the wall-building operation, not 
just its banker. 

Most of the city walls were in 
ruins at the end of the Mameluke 
period, and Suleiman ordered them 
restored to protect the city against 
marauding Beduin. The work was 
carried out from 1537 to 1541. 

Another Jewish link to Turkish' 
rule in Jerusalem, according to 
Benayahu. was Yossr Haman, who 
was doctor to Sultan Selim who 
conquered Jerusalem, Damascus 


and Cairo in 1516-17 and brought 
them into the Ottoman Empire. 

Haman was one of the sultan's 
closest advisers, says Benayahu, and 
a document he recently uncovered 
in the British Museum describes 
Haman's participation in the con- 
quest of Jerusalem. 

Ignoring rabbinical warnings not 
to enter the Temple Mount. Haman 
escorted the sultan to" Dome of the 
Rock when the city fell. He died of 
the plague shortly afterwards in 
Damascus. 


Maccabiah aim to leap 
the language barrier 


By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 
RAM AT GAN. — Four leaders of 
the West German Sports Federa- 
tion have cancelled their plans to 
accompany the German team to the 
Maccabiah, as special guests of 
honour. The cancellation came in 
the wake of Prime Minister 
Menahem Benin's denunciation of 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt The four German Federa- 
tion heads accepted an invitation to 
the Games from German Maccubi 
several months ago. 

The Game- run imm July 0 U> Ifc. 

In another development. Arab 
boycott threats have resulted in 
Danish stereo equipment manufac- 
turers Bang and Olason withdraw- 
ing their sponsorship of Denmark’s 
Maccabiah team, organizing com- 
mittee chairman Michael Kevehazi 
reported last week. "This late 
withdrawal of their sponsors has 
caused serious difficulties to the 
Danish contingent," he added. 

A notable absentee from the 
games will be Zimbabwe (formerly 
Rhodesia), whose shrinking Jewish 
community did not respond to an 
invitation io enter a team. Rhodesia 
took, part in every Maccabiah 
between 1953 and 1973, but four 
years ago it was not officially 
represented at the meet due to 
stringent international sanctions 
against the illegal Smith regime. 



Several Rhodesians did compete, 
however, as "independents” in lawn 
bowls and tennis. Rhodesia has 
always been particularly successful 
at bowls, and Zimbabwe had at least 
been expected to be represented in 
this event at the coming games. 

All Zimbabwe sports teams going 
abroad arc now required to gel a 
government clearance. It is not 
known here whether Zimbabwe’s 
absence fr*»m the Mjvcubiah is due 
to a government ban 

A mHjor innovuridi) at the aommg- 
games is that, for the'firsi time at a 
Miiccabiah, teams will be housed 
according to -purls branches and 
not national teams, as m the past. 

“In spite of the problem of 
language and other technical dif- 
ficulties. the change has been made 
to encourage athletes from the 
overseas countries to mix with each 
other and with Israelis, Maccabiah 
accommodation department 
chairman Louis Gecelter told The 
Jerusalem Post. 

He added: "in addition to induc- 
ing a greater spirit of fellowship 
among the athletes, we think that 
participants in the same sport will 
often have more in common with 
each other than with compatriots 
taking part in different events." 

Gecelter — a former executive 
president of the South African Mac- 
cabi Council and a team official 
with the South African teams at the 
last six games, who has made aliya 
to Israel — said that the multi- 
language Maccabiah staff would 
constantly be on hand at all 10 ac- 
commodation centres, to minimize 
any difficulties for (tie sportsmen 
caused by the new ar range me riL 

A record 3.600 athletes will be 
competing in a total of 29 f ports at 
these quadrennial "Je^ixh Olym- 
pics," taking place at . locations all 
over Israel. / / 

Soccer, with 20. countries com- 
peting, m the .moil popular sport. 

The “Sport attracting the second 
largest entry is tennis, with 240 
player&Jrom 24, nations. Then come 
'Track and-field, with 235 partici- 
pants from 16 countries. In team 
competition only, volleyball is the 
most popular event after football, 
with nine men’s teums and seven 
women's — bringing the total 
number or participants io about 
180. 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Israel’s commitment 
to north Lebanon 
Christians questioned 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 

The government came under fire 
ul a special Knesset session last 
week because of its commitments to 
help the Christians of northern 
Lebanon. Yitzhak Rabin presented 
an Alignment motion criticizing the 
way the commitment was given. 

The mot ion was voted down by 52 
votes to 36. with Four abstentions. 

The session wus called during the 
recess at l lie request of 30 MKs 
from the Alignment and Sliinui. 

Although Begin portrayed the 
first commitment to the Christians, 
in August I *378, as u cautious and 
conditional one, he described 
Israel's more recent commitment of 
April this year as an unconditional 
one. “If the Christians are attacked 
by the Syrian air force, wc shall help 
them uith our air force." 

Telem leader and former foreign 
minister Moshc Dayan, who was 
present at the 1978 meeting along 
with Begin and former defence 
minister Hzcr Wcizman, took the 


floor later to explain that the earlier 
commitment was “totally different” 
from the 1981 commitment. 

Dayan, who was clarifying why 
his Telem faction absUined on the 
Alignment motion, said (hat in the 
April 1981 commitment, the 
government did.notjsay that it 
would “take a favourable view” of a 
Christian request for air support, 
but declared explicitly that Israel 
would deploy its air force to protect 
the Christians. 

Dayan also said thit (he Syrian 
use of helicopters agaust the Chris- 
tian fighters (on Mount Sanninc) 
did not in his opinion justify the 
deployment of (he Israel Air Force 
to shoot the hclicoptcn down. “You 
cun't say that two helicopters carry- 
ing machineguns is equivalent to an 
air attack,' 1 he said. 

Dayun snid that he would make 
the same decision today as he did in 
1978, giving the same commitment 
to the Lebanese Christians, in the 
same terms, were the situation to 



Prime Minister Menahem Begin and Alignment chief MK Shimon Peres hold a relaxed chat In 
the Knesset chamber despite the tension aroused by the opposition motion of no-confidence 
and the election campaign. < Fliahu Haraii) 


(It has been learned that at (he 
1978 meeting with the Christians, 
where the first commitment was 
given, Dayun was the most active 
participant, whereas Weiznian 
claims lie docs not quite remember 
the details.) 

Yitzhak Rabin, presenting the 
Alignment motion, said that Begin 
and two of his colleagues had no 
right in 1978 to take such an un- 
precedentedly grave decision as the 


commitment to the Christians. They 
. had a^em-foreun LPf rtv the power 
to determine when and how the - 
Israel Air Force should be engaged, 
a delegation of authority which no 
previous government in Israel had 
ever made, Rabin said. 

In 1978, by failing to bring the 
matter to the Ministerial Security 
Committee and the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Committee of 
the Knesset, Begin and his two col- 


leagues hud undermined the 
democratic system, Rabin said. 

H e sail) rtnn — pnxvi otw —govern- 

meats gave military aid to others' 
including the Kurds of Iraq, but 
none had promised direct interven- 
tion, as Begin's government did. 

Under his government in I97t», 
Rubin said, Israel gave the 
Lebanese Christians arms, training, 
and economic assistance, but 
helped them to help themelves. 


Begin denies attack on Schmidt caused isolation 



By ASHER WAl.LFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 

Prune Minister Menahem Begin denied last 
day tbiii hit i-rnsnre or wesrOtrmttn ChinrctHbr < 
Helmut Schmidt has led to Israel's isolation on 
the international scene. 

Replying in the Knesset to a motion Tor the 
agenda by Shinui’s Am non Rubinstein, which 
wus voted down without u count. Begin said the 
charge of causing isolation wnsdisproven by the 
dozens of letters he had received from Germans 
and from Jews abroad, who assured him that his 
reaction was the correct one. 

Begin said he was also encouruged in his al- 
titude to Schmidt by the reaction of thousands of 
Likud supporters at election rallies. 

He said ih.it if U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
could .mack the Soviet Union the way he did. the 
prime minister or Israel could attack Schmidt the 
way he had. "I replied to Chancellor Schmidt the 
way I believe a Jewish prime minister should 


reply to a German uud an officer in Hiller's 
unity." Begin suid. 

Bctti.n_sqid he was not in the least impressed by 
the calumnies being written about him in the 
German press, and he would lake no notice. He 
repeated that Schmidt “was invited to par- 
ticipate" in ihe trial of German officers who at- 
tempted to assassinate Hitler in 1944. 

“The entire German people is responsible for 
what happened to the Jews of Europe in the '30s 
and 40s." he said. “Our wound will not even heal 
in 10 generations. 

“Herr Schmidt swore a personal oath of 
allegiance to the fuehrer and discharged his 
obligation to the full. He was on the eastern 
front. How can 1 be sure he was never in Brisk, 
my parents' home town?” Begin asked. 

He said that Rubinstein had no right to 
criticize his censure of Schmidt, because 
Rubinstein's parents were alive in Israel, while 
Begin's parents were killed in JSazi-occupied 
Europe. 


He said that West Germany gave Israel 5800 
million in reparations but stole lens of billions of 
dollars from (he Jews. 

Begin dismissed all the aLher-oFilieism about 
his recent alleged disclosures of military secrets 
and his censure or other world lenders, and at- 
tempted to deny once again that he copiparcd the 
fate of Lebanese Christians under Syria. to that of 
Europe's Jews under the Nazis. \ 

“You've got your style and I've got mine.” he 
told Rubinstein. “I've been rtiaking speeches for 
56 ycurs. I started when I was 12 years old." 

In his motion, Rubinstein listed the intem- 
perate utterances of Begin over the past few 
weeks. He said that Begin's talk was just wishful 
thinking, but the opposite always came true, in 
every case. “The Syrian missiles are still there; 
Israel's position in Europe has become weaker; 
Saudi Arabia’s position has become stronger; the 
flow of sophisticated arms to the Arabs still con- 
tinues. 


Golan Druse strike after arrest of five local leaders 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
GOLAN HEIGHTS. — Druse resi- 
dents of the Golan Heights last 
week held their first strike since 
1967 to protest the arrest of the five 
local leaders by the IDF. The five 
are heing held on suspicion of 
having incited the population 
against Israel. 

■Vi the request of religious and 
■»CLular leaders, pupils refused in at- 
tend cl»v«cv workers stayed .u 
home and only local -shopkeeper* 
opened their Mure*. Military 
government sources accused pro- 
Sy rum elements of organi/ing the 
strike 

Local residents began distributing 
"hat they called “The Druse 
Covenant." originally published in 
the Israel Communist 
Party vein i- weekly, lust April. The 
document says that the Golan 
Heights arc an integral purl of Syria, 
and any Druse who sells or gives up 
land in Israel is a traitor. 

The covenant rejects recognition 
of (he institutions appointed by the 
military government, especially 


local councils and religious courts, it 
also calls for u social and religious 
ban against anyone who applies for 
Israeli citizenship. 

Druse kadi Sheikh Ali Farahat 
from Bukata village, however, 
v owcd to continue to defy the strike 
call and to cooperate with the 
authorities as usual. He is the only 
religious leader in the Golan 
Heights to lake such a step publicly. 

AntH’Uuciue the detention of the 
local leaders, the IDI : spokesman 
said. “The live headed a group of 
extremists that incited villagers 
against accepting Israeli identity 
cards in a campaign ol threats and 
pressure, including social and 
religious ostracism applied through 
religious leaders." 

The five continued their agitation 
despite a secret agreement reached 
several w-ccks ago between Golan 
Druse spiritual leaders, the military 
government and the Interior 
Ministry. The authorities agreed to 
slop issuing ID cards in return for 
the cessation of the social and 
religious ban imposed on those who 


had ulready taken Israeli occupation. They also feared that 
citizenship. The agreement was to Syria would retaliate against their 
be in force until the elections. families across the cease-Tire lines if 
Less than 10 per cent of the they look Israeli citizenship. 

Golan Druse have accepted ID 'Siding ,o"a reliable source 

cards since the right to beoom? ch*im if.i.i v ■ au„ c„i„u 

lac, ? hclkh * amal Kanj Abu Saleh, a 


citizens was extehde<t-tcTfliem last 
year. 

The detention r order, signed by 
O/C Northern Command Aluf 
Avigdor Ben-Gal. identified the five 
as Sheikh Kamal Kanj Abu Saleh, 
Sheikh Mahmoud Hassan Safadi, 
Hussein Safadi, Hasin Abu Jabal 
and Ahmed Ali Kadmani. 

Government sources claimed that 
after the agreement to slop the 
harassment campaign was reached, 
sonic Druse political and religious 
lenders violated it publicly. The 
Golan Druse also rejected an ap- 
peal by the Israeli Druse spiritual 
leader. Sheikh Ainin Tarif, to avoid 
mixing politics and religion. 

The Golan Druse explained to 
Tarif several weeks ago that they 
objected to accepting Israel ID 
cards because they were loyal 
Syrian citizens living under military 


former Syrian member of parlia- 
ment. and Sheikh Mahmoud Safadi 
allegedly led the agitation. 

They are the leaders of the two 
largest clans in Majdal Shams, 
which have been at odds for many 
years. The Safadi family were 
chagrined that their rivals were ap- 
pointed by Israel to offical posts on 
the Golan. '-They. complained that 
between 1948 arfdbl967 several of 
their men 'workedirfor Israeli intel- 
ligence and'iwere Arrested and tor- 
tured by the:Syrians I ;While''many 
Abu Saleh olan members- supported 
the Syrians. 

Yigal Allon arranged a reconcilia- 
tion between the clans. After his 
death, their relations with the 
authorities cooled and they leaned 
towards those Israeli Druse who are 
Arab nationalists. 
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More settlements 
for West Bank 
expected soon 

By DAVID RICHARDSON 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Minor disturbances were 
reported in Ramallah and at Bir 
Zeii University last week us 
demonstrators marked (he first an- 
niversary of the ear-bomb attacks 
on three west hank mayors. 
Demonstrators also expressed dis- 
may at the news that work will be 
started on two more settlements in 
the area this month. 

The military government 
prevented Nablus mayor Hassam 
Shuk’a, one of the victims of the 
car-homhings, from attending the 
unveiling of a commemorative 
statue by sculptor Yigal Tumarkin 
at Kiduiuim. Shak'a complained to 
reporters lluii the investigation into, 
-iho-- iiitnckii-wuK not ■ serious. No 
suspects have been apprehended in 
the ease. 

Meanwhile, well informed 
sources revealed details of new set- 
tlement activity slated for the West 
Bank this month. 

Settlement agencies plan to begin 
construction of two new settle ttWK* 
in the Jericho area prior lo the JuM 
30 Knesset elections, while survc'P 
ing and preliminary earthwork have 
begun for the second stage of 
township of Efrat, south o' 
Bethlehem. 

In Hebron, renovation continued 
lust week on the tungle of ruins that 
make up. the "Jewish courtyard' 
where two Jewish families lopMP 
residence last month despiirtnf or- 
der by Premier Menahem Begin to 
halt all construction work orseltl* 
menl activity in the town.- 

But a spokesman for Deputy 
Defence Minister MordechaiZipO' 1 
explained that the current work wtf 
“aesthetic" to improve the «W* 
mediate vicinity of the Avrahafl 
Avinu Synagoguf and the apaf 1 * 
ments of the two fairJlies. 
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Why it’s neck and neck 


Yosef Goell believes that opposition leader Shimon Peres is being out- 
maneuvered as a propagandist byprime Minister Begin in the election race. He 
says in this Viewpoint that Pprte would be well advised to change his tactics if 
Labour is to stand a chapc^of forming the next government. 


Mama, 

why is this chicken 
different from all 
other chickens? 


IF ANYONE is still wondering tffiy" President Sadab now had Mr. 


the election campaign which 
seemed to be a Labour Alignment 
walkover a few months ago has 
turned into a neck and neck race 
with the Likud, presaging the 
likelihood of a second Likud-led 
coalition after June 30, a recent 
comparative, television perfor- 
mances by Prime Minister Begin 
und Labour challenger Peres, 
provided a good answer. 

Mr. Begin, explaining the reasons 
for his initiative in the all-too? 
obvious election ploy of meeting 
with President Sadat in Ophira, 
was — he should pardon the 
expression — at his best as a 
perfectly seasoned ham. The Israel 
public, except for those few 
credulous naifs, or benighted true- 
believers, is much too sophisticated 
to buy the explanation that pressing 
matters of state had made a 
meeting which the two leaders have 
avoided for 18 months, so urgent as 
to be held at the height of the final 
lap in the election campaign. 

But, oh, the performance! Profes- 
sionally, and cynically, speaking, 1 
am full of admiration. Mr. Begin 
has again proved himself (he master 
of such performances. If he had 
been only half us good at prime 
ministering as he is at campaigning 
I. and I suspect other sceptics like 
myseir, would possibly even be 
tempted to consider voting for him. 

The sad memories of Mr. Begin's 
stewardship, however, are sufficient 
to choke all such temptations at 
their very inception. Were it not for 
Shimon Peres; the man who at limes 
is the Labour candidate's own worst 
enemy. 

Shimon Peres' main problem in 
an election campaign that is centred 
more thun ever before around the 
images of the candidates, is that of 
credibility. The "anything you can 
do I can do better" approach 
adopted by Mr. Peres in seeking to 
explain why he had also sought a 
compensatory meeting with Sadat, 
is a kiss of death for him in the 
credibility slakes. 

Mr. Peres as much as admitted on 
the television news that he would 
never have asked for a meeting with 


but to cast their ballots for Shinui, 
Begin not initiated Rig own meeting Citizens Rights, the Independent 
with the Egyptian leader. The fact Liberals or Sheli. They are safely in 
remains that neither really had his coalition camp. Mr. Peres' main 
anything of urgent substance to dis- target must be to achieve enough 
cuss with Sadat, but Peres’ un- votes so he can engage in coalition 
abashed decision to duplicate making. 

Begin's stunt, conjures up an image The conclusion should be that 
which is just the opposite of the one Mr. Peres should be making the ap- 
required from an independent propriale hawkish noises that can 
minded man who would be prime be expected to assuage the fear of 
minister. those voters in the middle who are 

For Mr. Begin the meeting with distinctly disturbed by the prospect 
Sadat is an election device, pure of a Labour-left coalition govern- 
and simple. It is intelligently con- menl that is significantly more 
ceived. The competition between dovish than Mr. Peres used to be 
him and Mr. Peres is for the large considered, 
bloc of votes wavering in the middle The problem is that Peres has 
between the Likud and Labour, changed his image and emphasis on 

Meeting with Sadat, and issuing a the hawk-dove issues of territories 
joint communique emphasizing the and the Arab-Israel dispute so that 
achievements towards peace may he has a much more serious 
lose the Likud some votes on the problem of credibility than does 
right to the Tehiya parly. But it is Begin. 

calculated to make up for that loss Trying lo compete with Begin on 
by appealing to the voters in the his own grounds can only be a losing 
middle who need (heir fears of a proposition for Peres and Labour, 
born-again Begin and a rejuvenated especially in view of the built-in ad- 
super-nntionalist Herut assuaged. vantage enjoyed by an incumbent 
In the coalition stakes Begin and P ri r mc m .i!V sle 5 a /\ d m ' n 'i lcr u 
the Likud have nothing to fear from dcrencc - W , ho s l ho L u,d know lh 5 l 
a loss of votes rightward. Tehiya is ter lhan the Labourites and Mr. 
solidly in the Likud's coalition cor- Pcres w 5.° P la y ed lhe L sam€ * amc ' 
ral. The votes the Likud needs for 8 rcat effc ?- ° v « r lhe man y cam ' 
Mr. Begin to be called to form that P^igns when they were the in- 
coalition are to be found in the mid- cumbents. 
die. Labour can't win the votes of the 

The same, but in reverse fashion, largo bloc of the undccideds in the 

is true fui Mi. Peres. He need t ear, nuiidlg hv tu- tinny Hi-mn centre iK 

little the dovish-leaning voters who campaign around the hawk-dove is 
will decide not lo vote for Labour sues. The election will be decided 

by whether Peres and the Labour 
team prove ingenious enough lo 
switch the dehate from those issues 
to that of inflation, declining per- 
sonal income and misgovernment of 
such gross proportions that even the 
most naive of voters cannot have 
failed lo perceive and shudder over 
the Begin years. 

Mr. Peres' choices Tor Labour's 
economic team have so far earned a 

/ A {V tfl well-deserved academic C-minus on 

. _ A . . Sm® that score. That's where their 

problem lies: not in trying to oul- 
Begin a born-again Begin. He‘s a 
past master but at the wrong game. 
The trick for Labour and Peres is 
The decision Is theirs. (MOiman) calling attention to the real game. 


The election campaign begins — on TV 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV, — The election cam- 
paign hit the television screen last 
week in Jiving colour and in full 


The main star, as expected, was 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin, 
shown both as a family man waxing 
ecstatic about a favourite grand- 
daughter, and as a hard-working 


force, as the parties launched their statesman who doesn’t mind a 16- 
appeals to the as-yet undecided hour workday. He elaborated on 


voters through the electronic the Likud’s achievements, especial- 
media. ly the peace treaty. / 

This marked the beginning of the Chaim Herzog was the/Align- 
final, costliest and most aggressive men t’s star, with hardly mpt t than a 
lap in the race for the Knesset, glimpse of the parly’s candidate for 
Until two days prior lo the polling prime minister, Shimph .-Peres. The 
date, the parties will beam'‘thelr emphasis was that Labour's "teams 
arguments several times dally on tfft^ of experts" on defence, foreign af- 
radio and followi ng each evening ’s v 'fairs and dconpfriics “instil a far 
Mabat news magazine on TV. greater^sense .-of-' confidence than 

Last week's premiere offerings Menahem Begin's team." 
constituted the first real indication \ S' The National Religious Party’s 
of the basic lines each party will use offering, hastily produced because 


in the last weeks of the campaign. 

The Likud's Sephi Rivlip^eculled 
that the Likud has bepn>ortrayed 
as a wurmonging rpH'ty. but that it 
had brought pe^eT 

Publlshed^ekly: June 7-13, 1981 


of the party's inner turmoil, was 
nevertheless a highly polished job 
whiph starred Bnei Akiva youth and 
settlers and stressed that the NRP is . 
“the only party which is both 


nationalist and religious. We are the 
settlers and we are the educators." 

The ultra-nationalist Tehiya Party 
featured a song ^campaign which 
lauded the theme of Eretz Yisrael, 
sung to a view of marchers climbing 
uphill and calling upon voters to 
switch back to "authentic and ac- 
tive Zionism." 

As of last week TV news broad- 
casts may not show pictures of 
Knesset members or candidates un- 
til Ihe elections, in terms of the 1959 
Elections Law: Means of 
Propaganda. This of course , does 
not apply to the special election 
broadcasts. 

The luw has been described as 
“ludicrous" und “anachronistic 1 ' by 
broadcasters. An early example of 
how it operates was provided last 
week when Prime Minister Begin 
mude an award ul a ceremony last 
week but wus not shown in the TV 
report of the event. 
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HATEHIYA, the Israel 
Renascence Party, is a movement of 
(rue believers; of monistic belief in 
(he supreme value and mitzva, for its 
secular and observant members 
alike, of the Land of Israel. 

As a party of true believers it is 
evocative of Israel's old-time 
politics, when ideological fervour 
was the hallmark of die rank and 
file of all parties. Today, Israel's 
party scene is about as ideological 
as Tammany Hall. Tehiya, together 
with its counterparts on the left, 
with the Peace Now splinters lodged 
into n number of small parties, are 
the exception. 

To the outside "non-believer," 
two things are interesting about 
Tehiya; the comradeship between 
religious and secular members, a 
rare phenomenon in Israel's public 
scene; and Yuval Ne'eman, the 
party's leader. 

The parly’s convention at 
Jerusalem's Dinyenei Ha'uma 
early Iasi week was really a mas- 
sive youth rally. The majority of the 
audience or 2,500 were in their 
teens, some apparently even below 
voting age. The most striking thing 
about the audience, however, was 
the mingling of young religious 
men with beards of rabbinical 
proportions, bare-headed young men 
in sandals and Labour movement 
ddshabilW. and young women with 
bare shoulders and the latest in 
body-hugging, pseudo-military 
jump suits. One is simply not used to 
seeing such mixes on Israel's 
political or social scenes. 

The openness of, indeed the 
eagerness for, such mixing in the 
cause of the Lund of Israel on the 
part of the observant hus been one 
of the causes of divisive soul- 
searching in the rcliRioussell lenient. 


The right approach 


y*s 


m ■: 




Tehiya's concentration pn 
retaining the territorie9 ; does 
not make it a one-issue party, 
says Prof. Yuval Ne'eman, 
left, the movement's leader. 
He explains .why he expects 
hirtiCkeU^capture six to 
eight seats lirthe-next 
Knesset. He is interviewed by 
The Jerusalem Post's 
YOSEF GOE±L- 


scorching in the religious sett lenient - . 
iiiovciuciu, Oush E muni in and ot 
its relative quiescence in recent 
months. Most of the Gush settlers in 
Judea and Samaria have so far not 
openly joined Tehiya, although two 
of their most prominent leaders. 
Hanan Porat and Gcrshon Shafat, 
are among Tehiya’s founders and 
leading activists. 

THOSE IN THE GUSH who are 
opposed to open affiliation with 
Tehiya give two reasons for their 
opposition: they believe that the 
cause of non-withdrawal from any 
of the territories will be belter 
served b> courting support over a 
broad spectrum of political parlies 
rather than from one small, single- 
issue party; and they are troubled 
b> the openness to secular ele- 
ments. 

Among those holding such opi- 
nions are those calling for the Gush 
lo initiate a movement of religious 
revival, not linked merely to the is- 
sue of settlement in Judea and 
Samaria. Those Gushniks who have 
gone to Tehiya are the core of the 
true believers in that single issue. 

They have joined with secular 
personalities like firebrand former 
Hcruinik MK Geula Cohen, Moshe 
Shamir MK, who is not a realistic 
candidate for the Tenth Knesset; 
and other secular members of ihc 
Land of Israel Movement such as 
Nature Protection Society head 
Aluf (Res.) Avraham Yoffe; I sruel’s 
guide of guides Dr. Zc’ev Vilnay; 
and the leading ideologue of the 
nationalist-right. Dr. Israel Eldad 
(Scheih). 

TEHIYA WAS FOUNDED a year 
and a half ago in the aflcnnaih of 
the signing of the Camp David 
agreements nnd the peace treaty 
with Hgspi calling for the total 
evacuation by Israel or all of Sinai, 
and commitment to autonomy Tor 
the Palestinian territories. What nil 
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the members share is the trauma of 
those two events and ike conviction 
that they provide conclusive proof 
thut iheir erstwhile leuder in pristine 
Israeli nationalism, Prime Minister 
M entitle m Begin, had sold out. 

As true believers, u Gush-ccnlred 
Tehiya could expect to get one or 
two scats in the Knesset, if luck 
were with them and they conducted 
u good campaign. Aiqting for more 
meant projecting the party’s attrac- 
tiveness to potential voters who 
squirm uncomfortably at Geula 
Cohen's sobbing .enifilionalism or 
-the -itidssianic glint -in Hanan 
Poralh’s eyes. 

Which is where the party's leader, 
Prof. Yuval Ne'eman comes in. 
Ne’eman, one of Israel’s leading 
i\uclear scientists and defence in- 
tellectuals, is a firm believer in the 
crucial need for Israel to retain full 
possession of all the territories 
taken over in the wake of the Six 
Day War, 14 years ago. But there is 
no glint in his eyes and no emotion- 
laden sob in his voice; his is a cool 
and calculating true belief. 

How many seats does Ne'eman 
realistically expect his new party to 
win? 

"Outside studies we have com- 
missioned tell us that the maximum 
number of people who would even 
consider voing for us is worth about 
1 2 to 14 seals. Realistically speaking 
we have a good chance of getting 
six to eight if we conduct a good 
campaign,” Ne'eman opined. 

The same studies, he said, have 
also given the party a composite 
profile of those potential voters. 

“We are like Sheli and Shinui on 
the left. We attract the thinking 
voter; (he one with a higher educa- 
tion, with a higher than average in- 
come." Those with similar views on 
the territories but from lower socio- 
economic strata will most likely 
vote for the Likud or the National 
Religious Party, he believes. 

The opinion pulls have generally 
been giving Tehiya three or four 
scats. Ne’eman believes that what 
the party will get will be closer to his 
own assessment. But much depends 
oil the number of potential Likud 
and NRP voters who stay sufficient- 
ly lurncd-olT from those parties on 
election day, either because they 
persist in their belief that Begin has, 
indeed, “sold out”; or because of 
the troubles the NRP is having. 

What may be of inestimable im- 
portance to Tehiya is the fact that 
Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook, head of 


the Mercuz Horav Yeshiva and 
spiritual mentor of Gush Emunim, 
has come out solidly in support of 
Tehiya. 

WHAT WILL Tehiya do with the 
three to eight scats it may win? It is 
a sure thing that they will go into a 
Likud coalition if Begin wins 
enough scats to gel a second crack 
at building one? Or is there un out- 
side chance that Tehiya would 
possibly entertain the unthinkable 
and go with it Labour coalition un- 
der Peres? 

Np'frmnn puts one condition on 
Tehiya’s choice of coalition 
partners: "We will not join any 
government that does not slop the 
withdrawal from Sinai and prevent 
the uprooting of the settlements in 
the Rafiah Salient. We are not for 
abrogation of the treaty with Egypt, 
but we will insist on its revision." 

If Begin doesn’t agree to such a 
condition, Ne’eman adds, “then we 
will fall back on a 'lesser of the two 
evils strategy.' It may well be that 
we will do what the Italian Com- 
munists have done; support a given 
coalition, but not participate in it. 
That means that under certain cir- 
cumstances, support for a Labour 
coalition would not be unthinkable 
for us." 

Not unthinkable for Ne’eman 
perhaps, but in such a situation his 
leadership would be put to the acid 
test. It is hard to imagine the 
glinting eyes and sobbing voices 
among his followers and colleagues 
going along with such a calculating 
political approach. Geula Cohen, 
however, is on record as believing" 
that Begin is much merf Qovish 
than he sounds ahd Labour mart 
hawkish than it appears to be. 

NE’EMAN REJECTS the charge 
that Tehiya is, after all, just a one- 
issue party, that issue being reten- 
tion of the territories. He believes 
that this is so all-cn compassing as to 
span the entire spectrum of Israeli 
political issues. 

"T akc the problem or housing for 
young couples, where the situation 
today is catastrophic. We believe 
that it is possible for the govern- 
ment to solve that problem by con- 
centrating all public residential con- 
struction across the 1967 borders. No 
more tlats should be built in the 
Greater Tel Aviv area. It is possible 
io build them a bit inland from Tel 
Aviv, Kfar Sava and Netanya, and 
solve the demographic problem in 


Samaria at the same time. 

"People are always talking about 
1.2 million Arabs in the territories. 
But when you take just Samaria, 
there are at most 300,000 Arabs 
there. It is quite feasible to settle an 
equivalent number of young Jews 
there, solving their housing 
problems within commuting dis- 
tance of their jobs in the coastal 
plain, and getting rid of the 
demographic bogeyman at the same 
time." 

Would the U.S. permit such a 
policy, assuming that it were feasi- 
ble from a domestic point of view? 
Ne’eman believes that. the U.S., and 
especially Reagan’s America, will 
not be the insuperable obstacle it is 
made out to be. 

\ 

HE ADMITS that the oil and 
petrodollar interests who are urging 
the Reagan administration to fall in 
behind Saudi Arabia, as the main 
power in the region, are strong. One 
thing that has changed for the bel- 
ter, he says, is that Washington no 
longer subscribes to the Carter- 
Vance-Brzezinski thesis that the 
Palestinians constitute the crux of 
the Middle East problem. 

“More important is that there arc 
other powerful factors in (he 
Reagan administration, and-evetr- 
among the Democrats, who arc 
already thinking in terms beyond 
the fall of the House of Saud. They 
are mostly concentrated in the 
defence and industrial establish- 
ments. and are thinking of 
Jin**'* real ‘Crests in the Mid- 
ale hast in the not too distant future 
when Saudia topples. 

"Once that happens, Israel will 
again loom large as the only reliable 
support for the U.S. in the region. 
Secretary of Slate Haig, for exam- 
ple, is certainly to be counted 
among those holding such a view; 
and so should National Security Ad- 
viser, Richard Allen." 

Ne’eman .believes, too, that 
Israel’s extreme dependence on the 
U.S., which has 'ihamstrung her 
political independence' and, options, 
can also be reduced, ’ 

"I am not for a front&l' confron- 
tation with the U.S. l believe we 
can get America on our side while 
enlisting her aid in reducing our 
great financial dependence on her. 
Our foreign debt today is close to 
S20b. Just the annual interest on 
that debt comes to $2.5b, That is 
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are getting rrof w *hch 

means, in eP* c L that American aid 
is going t* completely cover our an- 
nual interest payment. 

"We must work for a moratorium 
on repayment of that debt which 
would eliminate our need for the 
annual $2b. fix." 

Ne’eman sums up his views con- 
cerning the U.S. as a reputed ob- 
stacle to the sort of policies Tehiya 
would fight for, by asserting that ibe 
U.S. has always in the past accom- 
modated its policy to realities es- 
tablished in the field. “That's how it 
was with America's original opposi- 
tion to the creation of Israel in 1948. 
Such pragmatism is a permanent 
feature of American foreign 
policy." 

ACADEMICS who have braved the 
maelstrom of politics in Israel have 
not done too well. People with a 
background in the physical 
sciences, like Ne’eman, are ex- 
ceedingly rare. How has he adapted 
ml* nf polit ician? 

“My whole life has been spenUn'- 
switching between tasks that were 
in the contemplative mood and 
those that required direct action 
and quick decisions," he said. 
"Apart from my background in 
nuclear physics, the contemplative 
would include also the many years l 
was chief planning officer for the 
Israel Defence Forces." He points 
out with pride that the IDF's cam- 
paigns in the Six Day War adhered 
by more than 90 per cent to his 
plans. “But I was also a field com- 
mander in the army and for some 
time head of the operations branch. 
To which 1 should add that 1 did 
serve as president of Tel Aviv 
University, and that included a 
period in which it was close to 
bankruptcy, from which i extricated 
it. 

"My two yeurs experience as 
head of a parly huve taught me that 
I am capable of adapting — and 
adapting well — to such a life. But 1 
admit that 1 enjoy the con- 
templative more and l will definitely 
need to switch back to it from time 
to time to recharge my batteries. 

Ne’eman is a cool and calculating 
believer in the importance of 
mysticism for revolutionary move- 
ments like Zionism. That is a good 
part of the explanation for his 
readiness as a distinctly secular 
person to cooperate with, and lend,’ 
— a-pnrty-ilitit - i» moved largely by 
religious-messianic feelings. 

“1 am not ubservunt but I 
treasure everything connected with 
the Jewish heritage and the sense of 
Jewish continuity. The real divide in 
Israeli public life is not between the 
religious and the scculur, but 
between all those who have such® 
feeling of continuity and those like 
Shulamit Aloni, or Ha’aretz editor 
Gershom Schockcn, whose ap* 
proach is based simply on a recogni- 
tion of our presence here, with no 
connection to whatever happened 
before. 

"Where many of us have gone 
wrong is in permitting ourselves to 
lose that sense of Zionist mysticism 

nod in fooling ourselves-Jntt) 

educating our child ren.int<f an at- 
mosphere of normality. 

“One of the main reasons I un- 
dertook to head the Mediterranean- 
Dead Sea canal project, besides the 
fact that it can contribute to bur 
energy needs, is that I believe that 
such a project can be the focus of a 
pioneering ethos fpr the 1980s. Il 
can restore the sense of grand 
adventure to Zionism." .9- 
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ian terror over Lebanon 



THOUGH THE Lebanon crisis a , , 

major news item, the Syrian For all the attention focused on Lebanon, it is 
granted! Proven" isr!?eu%£- still not generally understood that the country is 

to * all J r controlled from Damascus, writes 
foreign media refer to Syrian oc- YEHUDA WEINRAUB. 

cupation troops by the euphemism 

"Arab Deterrent Force." 

The fact is that Syria today is the 
master of Lebanon. It entered il- 
legally, though like the Russians in 
Afghanistan, it arranged for ex post 
facto recognition and abused its 
late-begotten Arab League mandate 
by becoming an aggressor. 

Today. Syria oulrightly controls 
45 per cent of Lebanon — 65 per 
cent together with its PLO and al- 
lied extension forces. It has annexed 
and Syrificd large areas of Lebanon, 
kept the country hamstrung through 
"divide and rule" tactics and 
powerless under a figurehead ruler. 

It has built up a formidable military 

infrastructure on Lebanese soil and 
subverted the Lebanese army for its 
own ends. It has hunted down oppo- 
nents in a reign of terror and stifled 
the voice of journalists by 
threatened and actual assassination. 

Syria's aim is to realize the age- 
old dream of “Greater Syria,” 
destroying the Christian community 
and converting Lebanon into a state 
of conflict and hotbed of terror — a 
flashpoint to jeopardize the peace 
process. The Syrian occupation, ’ 

moreover, fits into the Soviet X. t ‘; 

Union's grand design for the area, 

Syria’s claim to Lebanon is deep- — - , , . 

rooted in nationalist ideology. Cer- Beirut: the devastation of war. 

«l B ^ld hiS !S r jTP, l |«c e ha M butchering Christian, in Zuhle and red in 1978. 
c en denied the existence of Beirut > . To maintain siranalehold control 

Phoenicia (ancient Lebanon )asa . svritt ha s built un a Tormitiaft le 

distinct entity, and President Hafez Syria helped the Christians crush Sry infrastructure on Lebanese 

Assad proclaimed that Syria and the leftist coalition and hen . turned soiL It has deployed one-third of in 

Lebanon are "one country and one against us Christian allies whose 0 ic nd forces unilSf 
people." Syria never recognized Western orientation Damascus lab[ishcd , islic depol5i warn j ng 
Lebanon and does not maintain an feared. Syrian troops conquered the slalions and ami . aircraft disposi . 
embassy in that country. north and northern Bekaa mer- , ions _ including mosl rcccntlj 

■rue U1J cilessly shelling civilian population SAMs. The Syrians have taken ovei 

THE 1975-76 Civil War enabled centres, and have since been Lcbanesc air f ields (Beirut, Rayal 
Syria to -nler the divided country masters of Lebanon. and K|eat) flnd bases flnd havc lr|c( 

and gain control by playing one side Qnly the South Lebanon enclave to subvert the Lebanese Army foi 
against the other. of Major Sa’ad Haddad, the Syrian ends. 

Synas intervention shifted the jounieh Jbail Kasroun bulge, east Syria recruited and trained tin 
tide tin favour of the leftists (whom Beirut and some islands in southern First (Lebanese Army) lnfantrj 
Syria supported at the time), but Bekaa are not under Syrian control. Brigade — a unit of which Syrii 
Syria did not let these pro-Iraqis The Syrians have for all practical wanted to send to the South, unde 
reap the fruits of their victory. It purposes annexed the Bekaa and Moslem command, to take m 
therefore imposed a cease-fire and northern Lebanon. They have chances. The chief-of-staff an< 
an unacceptable ‘constitutional replaced Sarkis’s picture with that senior officers are pro-Syrian Chris 
document, which the pro-Iraqis 0 f Assad; Lebanese flags with tians and Moslems, who are nov 
opposed as it did not reflect their Syrian ones and introduced Syrian given preference in promotions 
strengthened position. currency. The Deuxieme Bureau plays i 

JK™ dec ‘ ded l ? < r rush ,eft,8t OP’ political internal espionage role, 

position and sent in commandos THE SY riaNS encourage in- PLO organizations (namelj 

It inci fl |. , ii^5 rm r- U ■ terdenominational and factional Saika, PFLP-GC and PLA), equip 

It [installed a figurehead presi- rjva|rics in a .. divide and ped and trained by Syria, con stitut, 

nt in a special election held under s^egy, They have thus cultivated an extension of the Syrian militar 

°’ ar T- C yt M n u° 0p r Franjieh and were behind his break arm in Lebanon. Many terroris 

_ no were present in the Chamber of w j [b tbc R a ( a ' c |, (“Phalangists"). missions are planned by Syria, an< 

eputies at the lime of the vote. They fomented tensions between the PLO is employed to serve Syriai 

Syria used the excuse of an ap- Christians and Shi'ites (in the Jbail strategy. Thus in- the recent Zahli 

parently "rigged" petition by two province) and between Christian offensive, the PLO was instructed t< 

Lebanese villages on the Syrian and D ruse (in the Chouf province), step up its attacks in the South, 

border to send in a full division They have kept President/Sarkis 

which had long been poised for this impotent; he is incapable ofrnaking SYRIA HAS crushed oppositioi 
purpose. a move without their approval. Thus with reign of terror tactics. Syriat 

Only later did the Christians the Syrians “convincecl" him to agents murdered pro-Iraqi Kama 

adopt a resolution approving the send troops to the/Spulh in 1978 Junblall in 1977, and assassinatior 

Syrian intervention, and the^Arab against his wishes ‘art# did not per- attempts against anti-Syriar 


butchering Christians in Zahle and 
Beirut ) . 

Syria helped the Christians crush 
the leftist coalition and then turned 
against its Christian "allies" whose 
Western orientation Damascus 
feared. Syrian troops conquered the 
north and northern Bekaa, mer- 
cilessly shelling civilian population 
centres, and have since been 
masters of Lebanon. 

Only the South Lebanon enclave 
of Major Sa’ad Haddad, the 
Jounieh Jbail Kasroun bulge, east 
Beirut and some islands in southern 
Bekaa are not under Syrian control. 

The Syrians have for all practical 
purposes annexed the Bekaa and 
northern Lebanon. They have 
replaced Sarkis's picture with that 
of Assad; Lebanese flags with 
Syrian ones and introduced Syrian 
currency. 

THE SYRIANS encourage in- 
terdenominational and factional 
rivalries in a "divide and rule" 
strategy. They have thus cultivated 
Franjieh and were behind his break 
with the Kata'eb (“Phalangists"). 
They fomented tensions between 
Christians and Shi'ites (in the Jbail 
province) and between Christian 


and Druse (in the Chouf province), 
They have kept President/Sarkis 
impotent; he is incapable oPmaking 


a move without their approval. Thus 
the Syrians “convinced" him to 
send troops to the/Spulh in 1978 
against his wishes an# did not per- 


League gave ex post facto recSgni- mil Lebanon io<atteitci the 1980 Ant- 
lion to the. invasion by describ ing^man Conference/ ‘ ‘I 
Syria as a member UF a multi- Thg' mgstr^-blatantj- -example of 
national Arab Deterrent Force. Sarkis^, impotfeifce was this last 


red in 1978. 

To maintain strangle hold control. 
Syria has built up a formidable 
military infrastructure on Lebanese 
soil. It has deployed one-third of its 
organic ground forces units, es- 
tablished logistic depots, warning 
stations and anti-aircraft disposi- 
tions — including mosl recently 
SAMs. The Syrians have taken over 
Lebanese airfields (Beirut, Rayak 
and Kleat) and bases and have tried 
to subvert the Lebanese Army for 
Syrian ends. 

Syria recruited and trained the 
First (Lebanese Army) Infantry 
Brigade — a unit of which Syria 
wanted to send to the South, under 
Moslem command, to take no 
chances. The chief-of-staff and 
senior officers are pro-Syrian Chris- 
tians and Moslems, who are now 
given preference in promotions. 
The Deuxieme Bureau plays a 
political interna] espionage role. 

PLO organizations (namely 
Saika, PFLP-GC and PLA), equip- 
ped and trained by Syria, constitute 
an extension of the Syrian military 
arm in Lebanon. Many terrorist 
missions are platyted by Syria, and 
the PLO is employed to serve Syrian 
strategy. Thus in- the recent Zahle 
offensive, the PLO was instructed to 
step up its attacks in the South. 

SYRIA HAS crushed opposition 
with reign of terror tactics. Syrian 
agents murdered pro-Iraqi Kama! 
Junblall in 1977, and assassination 
attempts against anti-Syrian 
presidential candidate Raymond 
Edde, Iraqi Ba’ath party leader 
Abdel Majid Ar Rafiai and Foreign 
Minister Fuad Bulros forced them 


This force was a fiction from the^ ‘April. When. he attempted to order to flee or retire. There have also 
outset, and this was understopa Syrian troops' (nominally under his been Syrian-sponsored attempts 
when the last non-Syrian cotrtpigent command) to cease their firing on against Pierre Amin and Bachir 
left in October 1979. (In^dni® last Beirut, they replied by shelling the Jumayyel. 
year, many Arab forjjgn ministers presidential palace. This, moreover, The Syrians have attempted to 
questioned the Syrian mandate and was not the first time that Syrian destroy the Christian opposition by 
in May this yep/^ney even cut off troops had fired on Sarkis' decimating civilian population 
funds to the^Jyrians who had been residence. A similar incident occur- centres in indiscriminate shellings 


Beirut, they replied by shelling the 
presidential palace, This, moreover, 
was not the first time that Syrian 
troops had fired on Sarkis’ 
residence. A similar incident occur- 


Jumayyel. 

The Syrians have attempted to 
destroy the Christian opposition by 
decimating civilian population 
centres in indiscriminate shellings 


as reprisals to military actions or 
self-initiated attacks. In the ’ 75-76 
war, the Syrians and leftists 
were responsible for a massacre in 
Damur; in April and JuTy 
1978, the Syrians bombarded Ain 
Roumana, killing hundreds of 
civilians. In August ’78, soldiers of 
the blood-stained Rifat Assad unit 
massacred civilians in Bachri. In 
September-October ’78 the Syrians 
savagely bombarded East Beirut, 
killing several hundred civilians and 
wounding over a thousand. 

Christian sources estimated that 
there were between 300,000 and 
500,000 refugees as a result of the 
Christian-Syrian conflict. Last 
December the Syrians mercilessly 
shelled Zahle, and this spring the 
Syrians turned loose their artillery 
on Zahle “in such indiscriminate 
fashion that even shell-shocked 
Lebanon was appalled" {Time 
magazine, April 20, 1981). The 
fighting prompted U.S. Secretary of 
State Haig to refer to the “brutality 
of the Syrians." 

Syria has stifled the voice of 
once-free Lebanese journalism by 
actual and threatened assassinations 
of local and Western journalists. 

In spring 1980, Selim Louzi, 
publisher and editor or Al Hawadess 
was brutally murdered. In J une 1 980 
Reuters’ Beirut bureau chief was 
shot in the back, and two British 
radio journalists and a French col- 
league fled Beirut after being 
warned that their reporting of dis- 
turbances in Syria placed their lives 
in danger. In November 1980, the 
editor, publisher and principal cor- 
respondent of ‘An N attar fled after 
—uiu uhmr Xabklrese journalist was 
machinegunned to death. The 
result: what the Guardian called 
"censorship by terror" (August 4, 
1980). 

THOUGH ASSAD is interested in 
Lebanon for his own motives (and 
to this end hopes to conclude a 
“defence pact” which would allow 
him to pull the strings over a Vichy- 
like Lebanese state), Syrian control 
of Lebanon fits into Soviet grand 
designs. 

The USSR seeks to extend its in- 
fluence in the Middle East as a 
route to oilfields, a window to (he 
Indian Ocean and a means of 
weakening NATO’s southeast flank. 
For Moscow, Syria is a power base 
in the Middle East; relations 
became even closer since the Oc- 
tober 1980 Soviet-Syrian “Treaty of 
Friendship." The Soviets see 
Lebanon as important element in 
their plan. Robert Moss in (he Daily 
Telegraph (May 11, 1981) mote that 
Beirut has long been one of the 
KGB’s main centres and that 37 of 
the 88 Soviet . Embassy employees 
(including Ambassador Soldatov) 
are career KGB or GRU members. 

The Soviets have encouraged 
Syrian control of Lebanon so that it 
may serve _ as a springboard for 
Soviet activities and a possible 
thrust at oibrich regions. The 
Soviets hinted al the time of their 
treaty with Syria, that Lebanon 
serve os a naval base or air training 
base for Syria. Syrians have In- 
troduced Soviet military advisors 
near their forces in Lebanon. 

An escalation of tensions in 
Lebanon would serve Soviet In- 
terests. Israel, for its own security 
needs, desires a united, independent 
Lebanon, free of a Syrian or PLO 
presence. 

The author lectures on Middle East 
Affairs In Israel and abroad. 
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The two worlds of Avraham Shapiro 

# l did not enter politics. I was summoned to the aid of the party by the Gerer Rebbe/ says the top candidate on the 
Agudat Israel Knesset list. Jerusalem Post Political Correspondent MARK SEGAL pays a call on Shapiro, to learn how 
he has bridged the chasm between his religious Orthodoxy and his big business interests. 


AN ULTRA-MODERN telex 
machine was puttering away in the 
corner of Avraham Shapiro's first- 
floor study in his three-storey Tel 
Aviv town house, beneath a portrait 
of the early-!9ih century sage. 
Halam Sofcr, Both are indicative of 
the two worlds in which the carpet- 
aiid-lcxiile magnate who has sud- 
denly taken over the leadership of 
the AgtuiaL Israel Knesset list, now 
lives. 

The juxtaposition of the latest in 
telecommunications and the 
portrait of the family ancestor who 
made Pressburg (today Bratislava! 
the great centre of Orthodoxy of his 
lime, is one indication of the case 
^itli which Shapiro fils into what for 
others might be conflicting un- 
iverses. 

I had come to learn what had in- 
duced one of our most successful in- 
dustrialists in jump into the snake- 
pit of politics. After ull, it may well 
he Agudat Israel that decides next 
month whether Mcnnhcm Begin or 
Shimon Peres forms the next 
government. (Agudat Israel, has 
four seals in the 1 20- in cm her 
Knesset, am! has given its support to 
the Begin government. | Hcl'nrc I got 
am thing like an answer, I found 
myself being taken on a bewildering 
imir of the courts of interrelated 
hiKMiJic vs under -rabbis bear big the 
names of vanished Jewis h com- _ 
ii>i;jiilic:< in Central .1 ffJ~'C7lsTerri 
Europe arid now preserved within 
1 he jealous factions of an Isrncli 
political party, each hungry lor its 
share of patronage and budgets. 

1 UL MOUSE CAME as a surprise 
10 me as I sought out the address on 
a quiet North Tel Aviv street. U was 
hidden, fortress-like, behind a high 
wall into which fitted neatly the 
to three garages. As the head 
of the family was still delayed at the 
Caesarea plant, I was greeted by the 
lady of the house and 17-year-old 
yeshiva student. Shmulik, youngest 
of four sons. There are two 
daughters. 

An elegant woman vs ho confutes 
the notion that Orthodox women- 
folk are necessarily dowdy. Thea 
Shapiro look pleasure in* showing 
me over her well-appointed home. 
The salon contains a display of 
beautiful religious "bjets d'an 
alongside some fine wall -carpets, 
designed hy the art department of 
the I'jjtory. A small elevator takes 
her tii the mikvti in the basement. 

Before departing on some social 
ploy. Mrs. Shapiro introduced me 
to the lovely wile of her second son. 
Pinhas, making sure I realized that 
she was the daughter of the famous 
Admur uf Sadegora (whose court is 
near by and whose house of prayer 
is the Shapiro's family synagogue). 
Mention of this family connection 
was breathed in the reverent tone I 
heard at a Belgravia dinner party 
when the talk veered to links with 
British nobility. 

We look a photo of Thea Shapiro 
before she left, hut were told by her 
husband later that he did not want it 
to he published. 

rill: MASTER of this ultra- 
Orthodox house emne rushing in. a 
roly -poly, bright-eyed man ru dialing 
friendliness, looking older than his 
51 years. He must be one of the 
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nicest men 1 have ever met. Indeed, 
he is one of the lew people in Israeli 
public life of whom I heard only 
good whether from fellow in- 
dustrialists. trade unionists and 
politicians, even from the rival 
National Religious Party, usually 
most sparing in praise even for their 
own people. He has the reputation 
of honesty in business, excellent 
labour relations — no strikes what- 
soever in his six plants — and of liv- 
ing up to the micvai of charily and 
compassion for his less fortunate 
fellow men. 

It was to this study, full of sacred 
tomes and hung with portraits of 
rabbinical ancestors, that the late 
Pinhas Sapir Labour's dynamic 
finance minister used to come lor ad 
vice. In A rye Avncri’s biography of 
the master-builder of Israeli in- 
dustry, there arc frequent 
references to Sapir's deep 
friendship for Shapiro, lo whom he 
used to conic for succour when in 
personal distress, as after the death 
of his first wife. The lough Mapai 
party boss came to lean on the easy- 
going Orthodox factory owner, 
because of his good sense and his in- 
sight into the ways of the world. 
They cooperated closely in bringing 
industry to immigrant townships. 

Shapiro recalled how, in the late 
‘50s. Sapir took hint to Or Akiva, 
which was then little more than a 
hut town and the immigrants mostly 
subsisted on welfare. Another 
entrepreneur had brought equip- 
ment to the place, but failed lo get it 
assembled. Thai was before 
neighbouring Cacsurea had 
developed into the residential and 
recreation centre that vvus lo help to 
provide employ merit for the people 
of Or Akiva. Today, more than 1,- 
000 of them have jobs in une or 


other of the two carpet factories 
Shapiro has built there. 

He has another 500 producing the 
"Toyland" soft toys at a plant in Bat 
Yam textiles at works in Bnei Brak. 
Nclivot and Upper Nazareth. 

When I admired the beautiful 
carpets on the study floor, he said 
with pride that his was the first 
Jewish -owned operation in the 
world manufacturing Oriental 
carpets. Why had he chosen the 
brand-name ••Carmel''? Because 
the Carmel range started opposite 
Caesarea. 

In W80 their export volume was 
S25m. and they were hoping to in- 
crease it to S32nt. this year and lo 
S50m-S60m. by 1984, chipped in 
Pinhas, very much the marketing 
executive in smart pin-stripe suit 

THE ESTEEM of Avraham 
Shapiro's fellow industrialists lately 
found expression in the offe.L of thV 
presidency of the M-afiuiaelurcrs 
Association, in succession to 
Avraham Shavit, who is prohibited 
by the association's regulations 
from serving u third term. He would 
not discuss this matter, only noting 
that he had never served on the as- 
sociation executive. 

Nonetheless, he trusted that when 
industrialists and factory workers 
come to vote on June 30, “they will 
bear in mind that I am the only ex- 
perienced industrialist among the 
candidates. I will be a one-man lob- 
by for industry and be spokesman in 
the Knesset, he promised, 
reminding ntc of his excellent rela- 
tions with all the major parties. 

This was certainly an interview 
with a* difference for me: I had 
never before conducted one with 
the active participation of the fami- 




(Israel Sum 
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lv entourage. All three sqiis kept 
chiming in. There is a relaxed at- 
mosphere, with much good-natured 
banter, as Shapiro senior sits like a 
king holding court behind his huge, 
glass-iopped desk, answering ques- 
tions amiably between telephone 
calls from all parts of the globe. 

The magnate was 25 years old 
before he entered industry, having 
devoted himself until then to Tora 
study at a famous Jerusalem 
yeshiva. Indeed, he rises every 
morning at 5 a.m. for prayer und a 
stint of study before emerging into 
the world of business at 7 a.m., 
usually putting in a 12- ho ur work 
day. 

Shapiro spoke with profound 
pride of a genealogy reaching back 
i»> Rabbi Pinhas Shapiro of Korilz, 
one of the followers of the Baal 
Shorn Tov. His own father was the 
first. ta-break the rabbinical tradi- 
tion by entering his wife’s family 
business of oil processing and dis- 
tributing. 

Over a glass of lea und a slice of 
delicious cake, my host talked 
glowingly about the yichas accruing 
10 him from the Schreibers, his 
wife’s family. She was the daughter 
of the Gaon of Pressburg, a founder 
of Agudat Israel, in which his own 
father had also been active. When 
he spoke of her descent from 
Halam Sofer and hi? pWn family's 
connection with th? ^iritly Rabbi 
Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev* his face 
radiated an inner light. . f 
, .;.**• 

The Shapiros managed lo survive 
World War II by escaping the 
German forces via Hungary and 
Rumania, finding a refuge for the 
war’s duration in the Swiss resort of 
Lugano. They came on aliya in 1949 
and his Father opened a small textile 
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plant in Tel Aviv, which Avraham 
joined after his marriage. 

Why, ! wondered, had he decided 
to enter politics? With his sons 
listening attentively, he replied: 

“I "did not enter politics, f was 
summoned lo the aid of the party by 
the Gerer Rebhe. who called me 
back from a business trip to the 
United States.” 

As he suid this, he cast a respect- 
ful glance at the photo of the Rabbi 
of Gur on one of the bookshelves. 
He lutd never before served in any 
party post, he. said, adding, ’’I have 
only been interested in Tora and ac- 
tion. " He pointed out the difference 
between his phrase, Tora ve'assiva, 
~ rram me uni mizm i m jin fl .n , 7 ^ 

1 r'nvoda, "Tora and work.” 
Explaining what he intended do- 
ing in the Knesset, Shapiro dwell on 
“the terrible moral decline" which 
lie hoped to curb by extending 
religious values, saying impishly. 
"One never finds the really 
Orthodox among emigrants. docs 
one?" lie added. “One would never 
meet anyone from Nciurei Karta in 
Times Square, would one?" 

He was persuaded that Agudat 
Israel had a first-class parliamentary 
record to present to its voters. “We 
have done all wo promised in our 
last platform.” he declared. 
Moreover, they had never sought 
coalition seals "but only pressed 
our ideas." 

In 1 he K m*v«ei lie personally 
would do his best to help develop- 
ment towns and further the Rabbi 
"f Gur's scheme to build housing es- 
tates up and down the country for 
Orthodox families. 

WITH THE lively prompting of his 
sons, the next Agudat Israel faction 
head managed to skirt a ■ umber of 
explosive questions. 

Orthodox violence? “It’s only a 
small minority." 

Was he a dove or a hawk? "It’s 
not a relevant question. When it 
comes to a decision we will be 
bound by Moet/ct Gedolci Halora.' 

The next coalition? “No one 
knows the election results as yct._L. 

One thing is sure, it will be a govern- 
ment of Jews.” 

Why cannot Agudu call itself 
Zionist? This question caused the 
greatest soul-searching. “Even the 
most Orthodox of Jews are bound 
heart and soul to Jcrusulcm, and 
three times a day pray lo Zion. I am 
not the only Orthodox Jew who has 
done something for the upbuilding 
of this country'.” 

When I suggested that his being 
called to head the Knesset list 
implied something about the party's 
attitude toward the veteran Aguda 
MKs, there was an exchange of 
looks between him and his sons. He 
only said: “I am known as a peace- 
loving man and I intend to be a un- 
ifying factor of all the partyJ* 3 ' 
lions." 

Before we parted, I was assured 
that he would not allow his 
parliamentary duties to take him 
away entirely from his beloved in- 
dustry. If he had lo travel abroad, 
"the difference between myself and 
other M Ks will be that the trip will 
be at my own expense," which 
brought loud guffaws from the three 
young Shapiros. 
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Misalem marks re-unification 

A city rejoices fi 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter ^ 

With Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir providing political fire from 
Ammunition Hill, Jewish Jerusalem 
celebrated the 14th anniversary of 
the city's unification last week by 
remembering the past and dancing 
to the present. 

“Around united Jerusalem the 
nntion is united.” declared Shamir 
in a memorial service on the prin- 
cipal battlefield of the 1967 battle 
For the city. His affirmation of the 
national consensus on Jerusalem 
was taken by the audience ns a 
response to Egyptian President 
Sadat's recent remarks on Palesti- 
nian rights to Jerusalem. 

Dozens of ex-paratroopers who 
fought on the hill were among the 

hundreds uUcnJiug the ucicmuuy 111 

the pine grove at the foot of the hill. 
Their commander, Aluf (Res.) 
Merdcchai Gur, now number 12 on 
the Labour Party list in the upcom- 
ing Knesset elections, was among 
the dignitaries on the platform. 

An innovation this year was a per- 
formance by some 2,000 youthful 
dancers along the kilometre stretch 
of King George Street between 
Agron and Ben- Yehuda, introduced 
by the municipality to muke the 
celebrations more festive. Partici- 
pants ranged from elementary 
school children to university stu- 
dents from the wily and nearby com- 
munities. At the end of the hour- 
long performance, the crowd was 
invited lo join in the dancing. 

'This is the way to build a 
nation." said an Italian student- 
priest. 

Another newly permanent 
feature of Jerusalem Day, the 
festive concert in the amphitheatre 
at the fool of Mount Zion Sunday 
night, was murred by overcrowding 
so dense that many in the audience 
could not find a place to sit. In- 
furiated ticket holders shouted 
down Mayor Teddy Kollek when he 
attempted to address the audience 
before the concert. After angrily 
telling them lo “shut up,” the mayor 
said that many persons had entered 
without tickets and that the 
amphitheatre’s running-in problems 


tfould be resolved. 

Tempers pooled once the concert 
got under way with Leonard Berns- 
tein conducting, and when the 
orchestra played the Blue Danube 
waltz as its final number, he invited 
the audience to dance. 

A young lady mounted the stage 
to wnltz briefly with Kollek. 

Police estimated that 100,000 
persons from around the. country 
came to the capital on Monday to 
join in Jerusalem Day celebrations. 

Twelve thousands youths hiked 
into Jcrusulem on routes paralleling 
those taken by the convoys to the 
besieged city in 1948. The youths 
were taken on tours of the city 
before assembling in the Hebrew 
University stadium on Givut Ram 
for a final ceremony. 

Thousands participated in a 
thanksgiving ceremony ut the 
Western Wall with the participation 
of President Yitzhak Nuvon and the 
choir or the Chief Rabbinate. 

After midnight, as celebrations 
began, thousands or yeshiva students 
danced down Jaffa Road from 
Huruv Kook Yeshiva in Kirynt 
Muslic to the Western Wall. 

Prime Minister Mcnahem Begin 
addressed a memorial service on 
Mount Hcrzl for the men who died 
in the battle for the city in 1967. 

The major political parties staged 
muss rallies in the capital, bringing 
in supporters from around the 
country. 

At the J e ni,s 11 1 0 m D a> -eve 
eerennmv awarding ilv Jerusalem 
Prize for Diaspora Jewish — 
educators. President Yitzhak Nuvon 
said Mini, in the midst of their daily 
cures. Jerusalemites should reca 
the sanctity and spirituality of the 
city . 

Njvuit, appearing in Beil Hunassi 
along with World Zionist Organiza- 
tion chairman Arye Dulzin and 
Chief Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 
presented the WZO’s biennial 
award to French Chief Rabbi Rene 
Shmuel Si rat, Rabbi Moshe 
Boischko of the Etz Haim yeshiva 
of Switzerland, Canadian business- 
man and philanthropist Nahman 
Sokol, and former Israeli emissary 
to Brazil Avraham Shamir. 



Midnight dancers at the Western Wall. 
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Tribal exorcist 

Novelist Amos Oz is obsessed by fanaticism. 'My principal 
aims are to fight it as a political being and to decipher 
it as a storyteller/ he tells the Post's BENNY MORRIS. 
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I PASSED between l^e two 
olive tree stumps tharguard 
his door, and Amos Oz ushered 
mo into the one-and-a-half- 
room fiat at Kibbutz Hu Ida 
where he does hla writing. 

At 41, he Is already 
something of a cult figure for 
young Israelis . He is surround- 
ed by controversy. An out- 
spoken dove, Blnce 1987 he has 
consistently endorsed the 
Palestinian demand for self- 
determination. His fiction's 
dark landscapes, bleak plots 
and resigned or ignoble 
characters have been con- 
strued by many as an oblique 
attack on the Zionist enterprise 
and its founding fathers ; his In- 
novative, sometimes brutal, 
prose and his sharp portraits of 
kibbutz life and mores have 
shocked many Israelis. 

He has lived in Hulda. in the 
Judean foothills , since 1954. 

Translated into 18 languages, 
Including Catalan. Finnish and 
Japanese. Oz Is Israel’s best 
selling writer abroad. 

He is shorter than expected, 
almost stocky, fair and hand- 
some. His translucent, grey- 
blue eyes at times take on a 

possessed look. 

OVER CHEAP Israeli cognac, 
extracted from the solitary 
wardrobe. Oz begins to talk. He 
seems always to be straining 
for precision, perhaps his 
codeword for truth. His speech 
is apparently effortless, yot 
theatrical. As in his novels, the 
continuous shifts between irony 
and straight narrative, 
blandness and flights of im- 
agination, are unheralded and 
abrupt. 

In the biographical essay, A 
Personal Note (1973), Oz 
wrote: "I have written... Ironic 
talcs about the gulf between the 
pioneering dreamers and their 
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dreams. ..[about] yearnings, 
paranoia, terror, nightmares. 
■ maBHianic hbpes and the striv- 
ing after the absolute. 

“I write in order to capture in 
words where my family came 
from, why they came here, 
what they hoped to find, what 
they did find, and why they 
were and still are hated unto 
death by different people in 
different places at different 
times. I write in order to ex- 
amine what may still be done 
and what may not... to appease 
evil spirits." 

THE SETTINGS for his fiction 
arc often from Oz’a past. He 
was born in Jerusalem in 1939 
and grew up there. "War was 
one of my major, early ex- 
periences. It induced in me a 
feeling that people out there 
were bent on killing me," he 
says. Oz took part in the raid 
against Syria’s Tawfik 
positions In lBflO. i n 1967 he 
served in a reserve tank unit In 
Sinai. During the 1973 Yom Kip- 
pur War he fought on the Golan. 

Post-1848 Jewish Jerusalem, 
with Jordanian snipers on the 
crenellated Old City walls, Is 
the setting of Oz’s, My Michael 
(1968). Touch the Water, Touch 
the Wind, (1973), enda with the 
start of the 1967 Six Day War. 
(Most of the novel is set in the 
bombed cities and the forests of 
Holocaust Europe.) 

HIS CHARACTERS mirror an 
environment of jagged edges 
and inhumanity. The women 
dream they arc violated. Ill- 
will and corruption figure in 
evory story. Critics charge that 
no focuses on "negative” 
characters and situations. 

"Look, Israel is full of psy- 
chopaths," Oz says with a 
smile. "It is a huge refugee 
camp, with more nightmares 


‘GainicB ana 

developments. 

BARELY TWO months after 


— o— tri it*L tti e n * jwani- 

ings to them that “'ey should 
weep for us?" 

"The Zion>-*t enterprise has 


", me zion«-»t enterprise has 

the guns of June 1 1907 had fallen no object-' Ye justification ex- 
silent, Oz published "The cept the drowning man’s 
Minister of Defence and Lefjpn- justice when he grabs the onlv 
* ra i*'!!\.xP 1 that eway. ° z sup. plank available to save 

DQrt.i>rf 1 Bnnxil/l vlirVit nf naif l_ ! 1* . ... . 


ported "the sacred right of sell- 
determination and nationaJ in- 
dependence" of the Palestinian 
Arabs. 


himself. And that Is sufficient." 

However, in a controversial 
397 s essay " Hirbet Hisze and 
the Mortal Danger," Oz wrote- 


. «.»*« mi uanger, UZ wrote 1 

Oz argued: "For a month, a "I want to say that Zionism is' 
year, perhaps a generation, we an essentially just 


will have to sit as conquerors in 
lands to which we are bound by 


movement.. .But carrying out 
its aims involved committing 


. * rr>Tjiu « J ,a ,nvoive « committing: 

historical tradition... But... not an injqstice. It appears that the 

as saviours or liberators." The injustice was a necessary con- 
moment peace is achieved, dition, without which the Jews 
we will be in a position to could not have founded their 
h«m ou r the right of the Palesti- state. That Injustice [continues 
'Rlem Arabs to independence to] pain and perturb us, as it 
and^aaiirity •- h 6 added that should. But it does not negate 

non., 1 ^ 1 T *} 80 t0 , Arab ' lhe baslc righteousness of 
P Jer ™alem. Zionism." Oz, however, went 

M Oz defi nes himself today as on to warn Israel against allow* 

dove” U HB ^L e uo PeS ?!? ,latiC lng that prIatine justice to 
fpmnt 1 ? G k wlth con ‘ serve aB a ' model or sanction 
tempt and bitterness of the for further injustice. 

alestlnlarLleada r a. . anri Wp'nt He continues to regard th P 

Bank notables he has met with partition of I'alesLlmi 'bttWeeir 


imuii ui raiesune DetWeen 

over the years." They'll say, in Jew and Arab as the only 
private, things I can endorse, acceptable solution to the con- 

nut. t nOBP nfnfaaalnni. A # I.Ul. .mu. . ... _ 


But these professions of faith 
are worthless if they are un- 
willing to repeat them, public- 
ly, to their own people." 

Oz refers to Raymonda 
Tawil's recently published My 
Home, My Prison . That West 
Bank poetess's memoirs, sayB 
Oz, approach the conflict with 


flict. "Where justice clashes 
with justice, either force will 
decide the issue or a sad, incon- 
sistent compromise will be 
reached." If it is to be force, 
then "I don't know whose force 
will finally prevail.” 

Oz's home is at Hulda with his 


— (Photo by Benny^orfla)j 

and more people who have seen 
worse horrors per square foot 
than anywhere else. 

“I and my characters are 
rather moderate lunatics. Most 
literary heroes are mad or 
murderers or both." 

ANY KIND of fanaticism 
obsesses Oz. He sees himself 
"as a world authority on com- 
parative fanaticism." He hopes 
to be offered a chair on the sub- 
Ject when some university 
finally establishes one. He is 
spellbound by "instincts 
dressing themselves up as 
Ideas or becoming Ideas." 

"I am astonished by how 
easily, and with what 
enthusiasm, men discover 
things they come to consider 
more Important than life itself. 
I think there must be some sort 
of primal hatred of life at play 
here, a lack of talent for life, or 
defeats in love. My principal 
alms are to fight it as a political 
being and to decipher it as a 
storyteller." 

IN "The Lost Garden," aj^aar 
say from 1968, Oz recall that 
"the first films I ever saw were 
Tarzan movies." The weak 
always triumphed, justice 
always won out. "They blended 
wonderfully" with his Zionist 
upbringing in their portrayal of 
"a handful of righteous idealists 
victorious over a surrounding 
sea of brutal savages." 

The great Jewish fear is not 
of wars, or even destruction, it 
is the fear of arefusio?!, oz 
says. "The worst thing the 
Arabs did to us was to treat us 
as pariahs, to perpetuate the 
Christian European tradition 
and regard us as objects rather 
than subjects." 

Oz’s approach to the Israeli- 
Palestlnlan struggle Is 
moralistic but attuned to 
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humanly, reason and un- wife, a kibbutz movement 

ng ‘ BUt « I® atran & e archivist, and three children, 
they have appeared In Hebrew aged 19, 15 and 2. He doesn't 

and !! nd -‘ i,e “ ~ 


and not in the West Bank. 

"There Is absolutely no 
symmetry between Jewish and 
Arab policies ; there -never has 
been. The mainstream of the 
Zionist movement nevhr aimed 
to throw the Palestinians into 
the sea or the desert." • 

THE WEST also seems' to 


struct! ng. 

‘‘There are some 400 people 
at Hulda. 1 know several hundred of 
them very well, even intijnately. If 1 
lived in iwon I'd never get to know 
so many people so well.” 

Oz admits there is a reverse 
J® , lhe coin - “Many people on the 
kibbutz know more about me than 


denreaa «» T ^ 4 * nDW aoout me thar 

wo P r d rp°, rrt. T ! Western perhaps I would like them tc 
world regards the Israeli know." 


drama as a spectator sport, 
and expects us continually to 


He sees himself as something 
of a "foreign agent" in the kib* 


orovide n Vnn#rh««» 7 ° a Iorei * n agent" in the kib 
They'll airree to nothinTT 06 ' S ul1 '. a aort of lon ff-establiahe< 
Thev seem e *n , g lea8 ‘ ™ le - He la a complete in 
cel or w?ll h«L S nf lng: Ex * S K er: at the 8ama time, he i* 
back * " m ° ney able 10 vlew thln &s from out 


back.’ " 

The concept of exclusion 
offers a key to Oz's political 
outlook. He notes that, from the 
beginning, the Zionist move- 


side. 

His books, often set In kib- 
butz milieux, have earned Oz 
frequent reproofs from fellow 
kibbutzniks, who feel their 


move- Kiooutznlks. who feel thni 

sovereWvTn thT lr ^^ d ^ s ° cie ^^Pugned-^ R d^hei 
pie’s SSScta SiiMjJE -Ives satirized. 


f Lf* hl f tor c honiel and, and Its 
legitimization by the political 
community. Israelis now feel 
that they and their state are be- 
ing systematically excluded 
from^the- family of nations, 
^observes Oz. 

"lam a Zionist," wrote Oz in 
October 1967 (in an essay en- 
titled 'The' Meaning of 
Homeland"), "because I do not 

Tvmh n e i l8t aa a fracti °nal 
symbol in the minds of others." 


Hulda enables Oz to spent 
most of his time writing, and al 
the same time provides him 
and his family with a home, a 
flatlet to work in, and the 
economic and social security 
enjoyed by every member. 

The money he earns goes dired 
into the kibbutz treasury, and 
he puts in 12 teaching hours a 
week at the regional kibbutz 
high school at Givat Brenner. 

Oz's current political ac- 


BUT OZ make, a crucial dl. t revolv ? , arourld the el 

tinetton— and must be dt.Hk.rt t0 achleve Israel 

by professional .'aloknrtat. "’^rawal from the oceupiei 


Zion and Its Jltotificailnn vi. a v, Pf ace and security.” Hi 
vis others. The vearnimr/ believes the occupationjs-<r 6 r 
generations of Jews rfrTrft ruptin £ the country artefunder 
to Zion] are the^tive dot Vhe fTrmi " 5 itS P° aItIon abroad. He 
justification [of Zioniami . i ^ ly ^ uaahed the rumour tha 
Political Zionism 5* la , considering more "full- 

made political sec^^ 1 ^ tlme ? olitical activity. He hai 
rellgloTmwsianil !! varal * tlm « written of Israel 

nings...But our lustifleaffifn f? not exactly a tribe" but 
vis-4-vis the Arab L,« n0t qulte a nati t'n." Then he 
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Israel TV: target 
for the nation 


TELEHEVfEW/Ptil)lp fillloii 


Yosef Lapld, director-general of the Israel Broadcasting Authority... the 
man in the middle 


AT LONG last Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin has found a sub- 
ject for a vitriolic outburst on which 
he commands a national consensus. 
His latest target is Israel Television, 
and I think the whole country is 
solidly behind him in being dis- 
satisfied, although not everyone 
necessarily endorses Begin’s 
reasons. At a recent cabinet 
meeting he was supported by 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor 
and Minister of Agriculture Ariel 
Sharon. All three agreed that Israel 
Television has embarked on an anti- 
government campaign. 

So the Labour Alignment should 

be delighted with I TV. But they 

aren’t. Chaim Herzog and Yossi 
Sarid claim that the station has 
supinely accepted the role of 
government mouthpiece. 

Shulamii Aloni goes further 
she sees our television screens as in- 
struments the Likud are using to es- 
tablish a dictatorship. 

Sportsmen are in a rage because 
they do not get adequate live 
coverage of major sporting events. 

Lovers of music and ballet say 
that the station is run by anti- 


egghead yahoos. 

People who want ITV to en- 
courage indigenous Tilm-making 
clamour for original dramas, com- 
edies, thrillers, serials. 

Hardly anyone can understand 
why the most suitable items for the 
kiddies start at 1 1 p.m. 

And nobody, but nobody, has a 
good word to say about Israel 
Broadcasting Authority director- 
general Yosef Lapid and his merry 
men and women who are responsi- 
ble for our nightly quotient of news, 
information, instruction, edification 
and — pardon me — entertainment. 

Lapin’s defence against the on- 
slaught launched in the cabinet was 
a curious one. He claimed that if 
both the government and the op- 
position claim that ITV is biased 
against them, this proves that 
Television House is being fair and 
impartial, and is therefore doing a 
good job. 

His words rang a bell in my 
memory: I wondered where 1 had 
heard such an argument before. 
Then it came back to me — the 
British used to contend, in the 
1940s, that both Jews and Arabs 


were so critical of them that they 
must be doing a good job. 

Even more objective critics than 
Begin may reject this kind of 
curious reasoning whereby, if 
everyone is dissatisfied with you. 
you must be wonderful. Most peo- 
ple believe that, if the whole world 
thinks you are out of step, you 
should check your tempo. 

And yet, to be fair to Lapid — 
although I know of no law obliging 
us to be fair to him — the truth is 
that Israel TV cannot possibly 
satisfy anyone, let alone everyone. 

The Israel Broadcasting Associa- 
tion charier obliges the station to 
present the views of all political par- 
ties and groups fairly and impartial- 
ly. They have to depict lhe struggles 
of the state and of the Jews in the 
Diaspora, paying attention to dif- 
ferent ethnic communities, and giv- 
ing a square deal to the Israeli 
Arabs and other minorities, it is es- 
sential that they educate us in 
Jewish tradition and the nobility of 
Judaism. They must furnish us with 
all the news very objectively, must 
educate and instruct us, and must — 
this is an afterthought — entertain. 


1 defy any station in the world to 
meet a challenge of these dimen- 
sions. And it must be borne in mind 
that all these tasks have to be per- 
formed on the smell of an oil-rag, 
with a budget based on the pittance 
doled out by a Scrooge-like govern- 
ment. 

Even in the U.S., where they have 
all those stations and cable televi- 
sion outfits backed by the almost 
unlimited resources of sponsors 
whose hearts are as big as all Texas, 
they probably couldn’t fulfil all the 
obligations imposed under the IB A 
charier. But al least they could try. 
ITV’s position seems to be as 
forlorn as that of the heroine in the 
fairy-tale who was given impossible 
tasks to perform. She got by with 
the help of her friends, the elves. 

There are elves around who arc 
only loo anxious to help ITV. All 
those people who want to run a se- 
cond station and cable TV network 
would relieve our one station of so 
many hurdens. Now is the time for 
Aridor to say the good word, and to 
give them the green light, as a 
parting gift to the nation before the 
elections. 


Hie Murphy Haggada 

A 15TH-CENTURY illustrated 
Haggada has been donated to the 
Jewish National and University 
Library in Jerusalem by Mrs. James 
de Rothschild of London. Known as 
the Murphy Haggada, the 
manuscript had been in Yale 
University’s Library. Last year, a 
Yale professor of art history 
recognized a catalogue number 
pencilled on the manuscript as one 
belonging to the Baron Edmond de 
Rothschild collection. Tracking 
down this evidence, the Yale 
librarians learned that the Haggada, 
passed .on to Baron Edmond's heirs 
in 1937, had been stolen by the 
Nazis during World War II. Mrs. de 
Rothschild, the widow of Baron 
James, accepted her family’s long- 
lost property and decided to donate 
K to the library at the Hebrew 
University. 

Hebrew spreads out 

HEBREW is taught in 470 univer- 
sities around the world, including 
schools in Nigeria, Hongkong, 
Poland, East Germany, New 
Zealand and Japan, according to 
Bahayir, the internal newspaper of 
the World Zionist Organization. 
Hundreds of Hebrew-language 
professors and lecturers around the 
world are registered with the 
WZO’s Hebrew language section, 
and receive regular shipments or 
teaching aids and texts. J.s. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertising Rates Display: U.S $25 00 per single column-inch 
Classified: US $0.96 per word (minimum 8 words). 

Classified ads must be paid for in advance and rtrnjst be received in 
Jerusalem 8 days prior to publication 

Advertisements may be booked via The Jerusalem Post Head Office in 
Jerusalem or The Jerusalem Post U S Office in New York For the 
addresses see publisher's statement, page 2. 


RENTAL NFj\R SAVYON. 4. luxury ♦ 
telephone, long period. S350. Teller, 6 Rchov 
Iris. Kiron. Tel. 03-755045. 


LESSONS 


COURSES LEADING to rabbinical ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical academy. (212) 372-3151. 


MATRIMONIAL 


BOOKS 


INNOVATION — A MONTHLY review of 
Israel R & D. One year: S22. A.O. PUBLICA- 
TIONS LTD.. P.O.B. B100, 91080 Jerusalem. 


REALTY 


ABEL REALTY FLATS, shops, offices. 6 
King George Street. Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 


JERUSALEM 


FOR RENT — LOVELY 3-bedroom 
lurnished apartment, kosher, perfect location, 
view. Available August 15-end September 
1981. Call USA (201) 572-1688. 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS — SABBATICALS, 
fully furnished span menu and villas — choice 
locations. Plaut. IS Hovevet Zion, Jerusalem. 
Tel. 02-66788 J. 

RENT, YEAR, from August, house. 3 
bedrooms, furnished. 2 courtyards, central 
location; Razet. 30 Somech, 94526 Jerusalem. 
Tel. 02-225087. 

RAMAT ESHKOL, 3 bedroom furnished 
apartment for rent, 2 baths, telephone, alrcon- 
dilioner. central heating, available August I, 
1981. Call U.S.A. (212) 254-8601. 


KIRYAT SHMUF.L, 2 bedroom fully fur- 
nished apartment, kosher kitchen, telephone. 
Sepiember 2. 1 48 1 -June 30. 1982. S42Vmonth. 
Tel. USA (312)667-3666. 

3 LEVEL HOUSE Tor sale. 6 rooms, 2 large 
storerooms. 600 sq.m. plot. P.O.B. 10063, 
Jerusalem. 

■ . TEL- AVIV | 

RAMAT-AVIV GUIMEL. 2 bedroom 

apartment. Call Tal (213) 477-6785 or write 
Tal. 12120 Sardis Avenue, Los Angeles, 
California 900(>4. USA. 

CARMEL. RENTAL 3 bedroom luxurious 
apartment. American appliances, perfect loca- 
tion. Call Tel. 317-463-1229 evenings, 317-493- 
3445 work. Lafayette. USA. 


MATRIMONIAL: INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY specialising in academics. 
American/F.uropean tradition, unlimited per- 
sonal service, discretion assured. Mr. Chclrin, 
P.O.B. 73B2. Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 


PERSONAL 


WORLD JEWISH singles communication. All 
ages. Send your particulars: Shiluv Organiza- 
tion. P.O.B. 6190. Tel Aviv. . 


THE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF 
. GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN 


i& backing a 


RABBI 


for ns synagogue (rite corresponding to USA Conservative with choir and 
organ) The applicant is expected to ^ work with youth in the religious 
afternoon school and at weekend camps 

This challenging post requires commitment and initiative Applications, 
accompanied by a recent photo and stating age and experience, should be 
submitted to the address below. Your application will be treated in strict 
confidence. 

The President, JUDISKA FORSAMLINGEN 
Oatra Larmgatan 12, S 411 07 GOTHENBURG/Swedan 


PLOTS 


mu 

WE BUY LAND, properly in Israel. W. 
Goodman, 14a Kaf-Tel BcNovember, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-662753. 


HERZLIYA 


HERZLIYA — JULY/AliaUST, rent/ 
exchange. CiU New York (516) 433-1317; 
Israel. 03-7628B6. 


NETANYA 


HOLIDAY APARTMENTS available In 
Net any a. weekly or monthly. Apurtmentcare, 
P.O.B. 1201 Neianya. 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM/FURNISHED, 
on the beach, Neianya, Uric), for rent. Call 
evening* (215) 664-7825/' 

OTHERS 


JERUSALEM. RAMAT ESHKOL. 3 1& 

17-8796. Isrjfcr Na'aman, 

iiAIAn “ ' "j/* * ‘ ’ C- ‘ 


bedroom furnished apartment 'fo; rent, 
telephone , ai rconditloner. central Mating. 
Call USA uTTT^PFWOt: 


. 8 Rehov Ranches, 


ISRAEL TOO FAR? 
FLYING TOO EXPENSIVE? 
Belore booking 
your (light to Israel "~~- 
do ^ouiself a lavor. .. 

; ICHeCK OUR PRICES: 
NY-TLV-NY tram $699 
BOS— TLV— BOS from $699 
CHI-TLV- CHI irom$799 

Slay up lo 2 months 

We will also haip in overweight luggage 
and extending your Hay il necessary 
We table tickets orlflinaUng In Tal Aviv 
(or yOur families 

V.I.C. Travel 

12 W. 37lh SI. 

New York. N.Y. 10016 
(212)594-7655 



HEBREW ★ ALL LEVELS ★ 

Cassette courses. 

Learning — A pleasure. 

1. Conversational S20.0Q 

2. Basic Hebrew lelem.l $36.00 

3. The voice from 

Jerusalem: int^adv. $35.00 

4. The Miracle Series 
llltarature/Judaism) 

10 different titles, 
each 57.00 

Learn Hebrew — ■ ■ ‘ 

The living Miracle 
Tutor-TapeTlsraeli Ltd. 
p.O |L. 8032, Jerusalem, Israel. 


VIDEO COMES FIRST 
Instead *d e wedding album. 8ua yeur 
wadding (and all aHalra) on TV You can view 
It the same day. . . , 

Your wadding will ba taped as a pmtewional 
TV show 

Wa aln do TV com mo mala 
For Quality Vldoo. call or viail our rally 
equipped studios — AHTCRAFTVIDEO end 
AUDIO RECORDING STUDIOS 
(212) 778-6100; 


Attractive Woman 

American, professional. 5*8". studying 
In Tal Aviv. July and August, seeks con- 
tact with interesting, educated, suc- 
cessful. pleasant, enthusiastic man, 67- 
82. Car and joie de vhrre important. 
No. 13313, P.O.B. 81. 81 000 
Jerusalem. 




Anything fro 



small trunk to a full container 
E.D,S. Tal Aviv 


Export packing 


SHin> VIA EE.D.S. 




.31 Csrlebach St. Tel Aviv. 67132 
Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Tel. 2B9B42/3 

* Jerusalem: 02-B36898. 8 a.m.-l p.m. 
' Telex 341-29 B E.D.8. IL 


Door to- door service 

E.Djft. New York 
808-B28 Colin Ave.. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 1120B 
Tel. (212) 649-4830 
Telex: RCA 236852 EDSUR 


E.O.B. Lot Angeles 
722 Gladys Ave. 

Loe Angela*, CA> 80021 
Tel. (213) 488-4290 


E.D.S. INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION LTD. 
Experience, Dependability, Safety 


Int 1 ! Transportation Ltd. 
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THE DIASPORA 


DISSATISFACTION with the 
Jewish ‘'establishment" is the only 
common denominator of two new 
and radi ally different Jewish 
organizatk is emerging in America. 

The Nev Jewish Agenda rejects 
what it corn lets to be the political- 
ly "rightwa " tendencies of es- 
tablished Jewish organizations, 
while the American Jewish Forum 
decries the "liberal road" it claims 
these same groups have traditional- 
ly taken. 

Reflecting the growing polariza- 
tion of American Jews, both of the 
new organizations — with their 
ideologically opposite approaches 
— are attracting much attention 
and increasing support. 

Established Jewish organizations 
have clearly ceased to attract young 
American Jews: statistics indicate 
that fewer than SO per cent of 
American Jews belong to any kind 
of Jewish organization, including 
synagogues, 

"One of our aims is to involve the 
unaffiliated and dissatisfied 
members of the Jewish community, 
especially those alienated from 
politics, who feel that the Jewish 
community has turned so rightward 
and inward that they can no longer 
fed comfortable in it," says Rabbi 
Gerry Scrcnta, chairman of the New 
Jewish Agenda (NJA) steering com- 
mittee. 

The NJA is comprised of Jewish 
former-activists in the civil rights 
and anti-war movements, os well as 
disaffected members of other 
Jewish groups, who want to alter the 
overly parochial concerns and ap- 
proaches of the "old" liberal 
agenda, says Serolta. 

"We want to expand the old 
agenda to a whole range of issues 
from economic democracy to affir- 
mative action, energy and the urban 
crisis." he explain*. "We want to be 
involved in the questions of the 
draft, nuclcur power and disarma- 
ment. u> build coalitions with non- 
Jewish progressive groups within 
the American political context and 


The Post's correspondent in New York, Leon Hadar, reports on the people 
and ideas behind two new Jewish organizations which have emerged in the 
U.S. to question the views of the established communal leadership. These 
new groups are radically different in outlook. 


New voices in U.S. Jewry 


to heal the rift with the black com- 
munity. This last consideration, 
spurred by the informal meeting 
two years ago between former U.S. 
Ambassador to the UN Andrew 
Young and the PLO, served as an 
impetus for the initial meeting of 
(he liberal Jewish founders of the 
NJA in the spring of 1979. After this 
meeting, Serolta and a group of 
liberal Jewish activists decided to 
form the organizing committee for 
the New Jewish Agenda. 

"We were not necessarily com- 
mitted to forming an organization at 
that lime. However, the feedback 
the group received was enthusiastic 

— the organizing committee grew 
to over 3,000 members in one year," 
he says. 

Present among the founders 
of the NJA were some of the former 
lenders of the Breira organization 

— a liberal Jewish group that, 
because of its support of negotia- 
tions with the PLO. had been forced 
to disband by the Jewish 
“establishment," according to 
Sc rot ui. 

In December, 1979, a large 
committee organized a con- 
ference attended by 6$0 peo- 
ple ranging from Orthodox to 
progressive Jews, anti-Zionist Com- 
munists. groups of Jewish gays, rab- 
bis and even u few vordim. 

The conference formalized the 
goals and structure of the organiza- 
tion and came out with a general 
unity statement which, among other 
things, called for the establishment 
of an independent Palestinian slate. 



Seymour Siegel 



Gerry Serotta 


IN THE SPRING of 1980, a very 
different group of Jews, consisting 
of 50 professionals — professors, 
members of the government, jour- 


nalists and ‘Think-tank’’ scholars — 
met in Washington to discuss a dif- 
ferent approach to solving the 
problem of lack of interest and 
group affiliation in the Jewish com- 
munity. 

"We were frustrated with the 
liberal road that thf Jewish com- 
munity had taken and came to the 
conclusion that we Jews should 
adapt oiirsclygs to the new conser- 
vative reality and should not tie 
ourselves to one political party," 
says Rabbi Seymour Siegel, of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, who 
was present at the meeting that led 
to the establishment of the 
American Jewish Forum- (AJF V- 
“Wc decided that it had become 
necessary to provide a voice for 
Jews who arc conservative in their 
political views and affiliations — a 
Jewish voice.” 

The AJF seeks to investigate, in a 
"scholarly way," the relations 
between Jewish traditional thought 
and conservative political ideology 
by publishing material, conducting 
research, sponsoring academic con- 
ferences and serving as a general 
resource centre, says Siegel. The 
organization's membership is 
located in the country's most heavi- 
ly concentrated Jewish areas. 

"Like the members of the New 
Jewish Agenda, we believe in 
Jewish principles and concerns. We 
arc determined to fight for justice 
and an improvement of the social 
order. Wc disagree on the way to 
achieve those ideals," he continues, 
"and wc object to the notion that 


liberalism has a monopol* 1 over 
Jewish values." 

Many of the leadinp' 1 8 ures in the 
AJF, despite the cairns to lack of 
partisanship in the organization, 
worked for »«ie election of President 
Ronald Keagan and support his 
policies. 

Says Siegel, speaking for his 
organization's members, (which in- 
clude Commentary editor Norman 
Podhoretz, Elliot Abrams, State 
Department assistant secretary for 
international organizations, New 
York Republican leader Richard 
Rosenbuum, Michael Rubinoff, of 
the Heritage Foundation think 
lank: "We think that by stimulating 
business, by cutting taxes and 
regulations, and by using the private 
sector, we will be able to rebuild the 
American economic system and 
provide jobs for the poor in the 
cities." 

THIS IS consistent, he says, with 
the traditional Jewish notion of 
freeing the individual from 
dependence on society and becom- 
ing self-sufficient — a familiar pro- 

Israel, claims the AJF, is an ideal 
model for the U.S. to follow as it 
shows that an efficient military 
force and a strong national will can 
effectively counter threats to the 
West in the form of Soviet expan- 
sionism and international terrorism. 

Support for Israel is also a 
priority for the liberals of NJA, but 
some of them find it difficult to 
reconcile their support for the 
Jewish state with that of Third 
World liberation movements, which 
are, in most cases, anti-Israel if not 
anti-Semitic. 

Siegel and Serotta — who arc, in 
fact, friends — arc encouraged by the 
emergence of the two organizations. 

As Serotta says: "It's an indica- 
tion that Jews in America are aban- 
doning an artificial political con- 
sensus and arc discussing the real is- 
sues — from different, but authen- 
tic. perspectives." 


Mathematics of Soviet anti-Semitism 


B> a Special Correspondent 

A DEVASTATING expose of anli- 
Scmitispi in Soviet education has 
appeared in an underground santiz- 
tint report published on the eve of 
the centenary of the first of the 
great Tsarist pogroms. 

The report, entitled Intellectual 
Genocide. arises from complaints 
about discrimination against Jews in 
higher education, particularly 
physics, mathematics and the 
humanities. 

The Soviet authorities deny ab- 
solutely that anti-Semitism is active 
in Russia, and quote the article of 
the Soviet Constitution which for- 
bids discrimination based on sex. 
colour, race or creed. 

But Jews themselves even those 
who do not intend leaving the 
Soviet Union, are convinced that 
ano-Scmitfcni exists in high places, 
and that nothing is done to 
counteract it. 

Over the past academic year the 
authors of the report have examined 
procedures for Jewish applicants 
from a number of special maths 
schools to the Mechanical and 
Mathematics Faculty of Moscow 
University, the Moscow Physics and 
Technical I list it me and the Moscow 
Engineer ng and Physics Institute. 

These are the three most 
prestigious mathematical institu- 
tions in the Soviet Union. The 
authors find clear evidence of anti- 


Semitism in the small number of 
successful Jewish applicants com- 
pared to the number of successful 
noii-Jewish applicants. 

AT MOSCOW Slate University 
eight cases were investigated, of 
which four were of Jews and four of 
non-Jews. All four non-Jewish ap- 
plicants obtained places, but no 
Jews. 

At the Moscow Engineering and 
Physics Institute, 83 cases were 
studied, of which 29 were Jews and 
54 non -Jews, Only three Jewish ap- 
plicants gained places (a tenth of 
those applying) compared with 36 
non -Jews (two-thirds). 

At the Moscow Physics and 
Technical Institute the authors ex- 
amined 85 cases, of which 32 were 
Jews and 53 non-Jews. Here only 
four Jews were successful (un 
eighth) compared with 39 non-Jews, 
(nearly four-fifths). 

Of course these figures do not in 
themselves establish discrimination. 
Perhaps the Jewish applicants were 
inferior mathematicians who failed 
the rigorous entrance examinations. 
However, it is known that some of 
the rejected Jewish applicants had 
won prizes in the annual maths 
olympiad, outclassing some of the 
successful applicants. 

Moreover, not till the available 
places for Moscow students were 
filled, and sonic were finally turned 
over to provincial applicants, in 


spile of an earlier categorical an- 
nouncement that these two sets of 
applicants would not compete for 
places. The authors also cite 
evidence of discrimination during 
the examinations. While the written 
examination is common to all appli- 
cants to a particular institution, the 
oral examination is taken in- 
dividually. 

It usually lasts an hour, or a max- 
imum of one-and-a-half hours, but a 
number or Jewish applicants had 
oral examinations which lasted four 
or five hours. They were presented 
with inordinately difficult problems, 
far more complex than those of- 
fered to non-Jewish applicants,- anti' 
often of a kind which matriculants 
could nut be expected to handle. 
Infringements of the appeals 
procedure against rejection are 
detailed. 

THE AUTHORS point to the 
elaborule investigation which must 
have preceded the rejection of 
Jewish students. While all Soviet 
citizens carry internal passports 
which list their nationality 
(Georgian, Russian, Uzbek, and so 
on), only children with two Jewish 
parents need be labelled as Jewish; 
those of mixed parentage may 
choose their nationality. Of the 65 
Jewish applicants studied, only 18 
were registered as Jewish. 

If the others were rejected 
primarily on the basis of race, infor- 


mation must have been acquired 
about the national origins of their 
parents and grandparents, par- 
ticularly since only a small number 
of the surnames listed are unam- 
biguously Jewish. This suggests an 
active policy of discrimination, 
rather than coincidence and acci- 
dent. 

Some mathematicians blame 
racial bias in Soviet mathematics on 
an influential Soviet mathematician 
called Ponlryagin, who is overtly 
anti-Semitic. 

Other academics point out that a 
disproportionate number of Jews 
have 'always received higher educa- 
tion. and see the present situation as 
positive discrimination in favour of 
non-Jews — the children of workers 
and peasants and rural inhabitants 
— rather than as a policy of anti- 
Semitism. 

Yet others suggest that the ap- 
plications of maths and physics arc 
so often in secret, classified fields, 
that it is only natural that the Soviet 
authorities should restrict the ac- 
cess or Jews, since many might 
eventually apply to leave the Soviet 
Union. 

Whatever the reason, many 
Soviet mathematicians . fear the 
result must be a deterioration in the 
quality of Soviet mathematics. And 
many Jews are convinced that this is 
only part of a profound and increas- 
ing anti-Semitism. 

(London Obxencr Service.) 


Two sentenced 
to Labour camps 

NEW YORK (JTA). - Two Soviet 
Jewish activists from Kiev, the 
capital of the Ukraine, have been 
sentenced to imprison men l in 
labour camps. 

One of them is Kim Fridman, «n 
aliya activist for nearly a decade, 

- who-wHi>-t Fiud on-May. I Xmn-oh urges - 

of "parasitism" and .sentenced to 
one year in u labour camp. 

Fridman, who suffers from heart 
disease, has been held in Kiev’s 
Lukianovka prison. His mother was 
not permitted to be present at the 
trial, but allowed into the 
I courtroom only to hear the 
I sentence being read. It is reported 
that she intends to appeal the 
sentence. 

The other activist is Vladimir 
Kislik, who has been convicted of 
j "malicious hooliganism," and 
sentenced to a three-year term in a 
labour camp. 

Kislik, a 46-year-old physicist 
who has been trying to immigrate to 
Israel since 1973, was arrested late 
. in March and accused of accosting' 
| and assaulting a woman otj.a-Klev 
street. His friends contended the 
charge was a frame up. 

No details were available about 
the trial, except that Kislik was or- 
dered to serve his sentence in an 
"ordinary regime" labour camp, 
which is often reserved for common 
criminals rather than political dissi- 
dents. 


P\(.E Jb 


;ues 

The Black Hebrews have been a centre of 
controversy ev since they arrived in Israel 
over 10 years ago. The first group of these 
American fundamentalists, who claim they 
are true Jews, arrived from Liberia. They 
were joined by others from the U.S., until 


the community, settled mainly in Negev 
towns, numbered about 2,000. The leader 
of the sect, Ben-Ami Carter, a charismatic 
figure, and his followers have been accused 
of “esoteric practices" and of being anti- 
Semitic and anti-Zionist. There have been 


calls for their deportation. In the meantime 
the cult members remain concentrated in 
the Negev towns although a government- 
appointed commission urged last year Chat 
they be given the facilities to establish a 
settlement of their own where they could 


lead a life consonant with their beliefs. 

Ben-Ami Carter recently met members 
of The Jerusalem Post staff to reply to 
criticism of himself and of the activities of 
his sect. Here is JOAN BORSTEN’S 
report. 


Black Hebrew chief answers back 


"WE WOULD like the press to 
judge us by the things we have done, 
and not by the things they would 
possibly like us to do,” Ben-Ami 
Carter, self-proclaimed messiah of a 
cult of American blacks settled in 
the Negev, told The Jerusalem Post 
during a recent meeting arranged at 
his request. 

"The newspapers make it seem 
like we’re some kind of hundits 
down in Dimona. It's not true” said 
Carter, a former Chicagoan. He 
went on to accuse the Israeli press, 
and The Post particularly, of waging 
;m oppressive campaign against his 

fnlkww rs-. 

The Post has published two scries 
of articles on the Black Hebrew 
community in the past two years, 
questioning the cull's values, 
behaviour and methods of controll- 
ing its members. Carter claimed 
that the reporting, was neither fair 
nor objective. 

"It made us appear as if we're 
very hostile to Israel, anti- Jewish, 
anti-white, anti-Judaism — and 
that's not true. 

"Wc would like to clarify these 
things, because naturally it causes 
certain hostility and misunder- 
standing. And it does not allow the 
positive tilings wc would like to ex- 
press and do on behalf of the state, 
hi 12 years, wc have never raised 
one linger against the Jewish pop- 
ulation or the state... Now here wc 
are. 1.20b Israelites after 12 years. 
We've been through the Yoni Kip- 
pur War. We volunteered our ser- 
vices during the troubled limes. 

'But because wc have differences 
of opinion, we’re said to be anti- 
Jcwisli. anti-white, anti-Semitic. I'm 
Semitic, we’re Semitic. We’re 
Israelites returning from exile and 
we're not anti ourselves. If wc ac- 
tually had ulterior motives, if I 
wanted to activate something 
against the Jewish population, the 
best place would have been in the 
Stales, where there are 40 million 
blacks and three to four million 
Jews, and where the upper hand 
would have been ours." 

Curler cited several articles 
which appeared in the national 
press, all of which he fell reflected 
biased reporting. 

“In the newspaper they wrote 
about a truckload of stolen goods 
from Mitzpe Ramon and the fact 
that somebody was arrested, but it 
never appeared in the story that we 
had receipts, that we had purchased 
these things and that the brothers 
had been freed. None of them are 
serving any lime. 

"Also, you continue to write we 
were kicked out of Liberia. That is a 
lie. 

"My question is. what is objec- 
tive? Try to give us a chance. This is 
our life. After 12 years, what are wc 
going to do? Everything w ; 'e have is 
in Israel; 250 children were born 
here. What gives you tne rlfchl to tell 
me that I’m not a Jew and you are? 
We're Israelites, you're Israelites, 
you’re Jews, I’m a Jew.._J«miean, 
I'm a descendant of diatribe of 
Juduh, m, nutiommty. I’m an 
Israelite returnmg'Trom exile. But 
every time w^sit down to discuss 
«>ur prohjpfrts and come up with 
some ^muly solutions, it’s always 


written up and presented to the 
public as if we're tyrants." 

AFTER AIRING his grievances 
against the paper. Carter answered 
questions put to him by Post staf- 
fers: 

POST: What Is the status of the 
community In the eyes of the 
government? 

CARTER: I would like to feel 
there bus been a slight thaw and an 
improvement in that we were given 
the tdd absorption centre in 
Dimona and ihrce-quurters of the 
community have moved into this 
urc.i from extremely overcrowded 
conditions of 20 to 30 per apart- 
ment. Now our average is about 10 
individuals. The area was run down, 
impoverished, and we hud to do all 
the work ourselves. In Mit/pc 
Ramon wc are also being allotted 
apartments for the families that are 
there. 

Also, n few members who left 
have been allowed to return. I'm in- 
terpreting that as a thaw because 
previously no one was allowed to 
return. Now, if someone leaves 
because of an emergency, they're 
allowed in return. 

WImi oh, nu tin’ Glass (. nmmission 
report i which recommended settling 
i In ■ communin' on a tnoxhav in tin 
AVivi and giving till memhe»\ perma- 
nent resident status I* 

Ai this point, I feel the Glass report 
is either dead or dying 
What ah, uu vm ir illegal immigration " 
We do not consider it illegal im- 
migration. hut we have agreed total- 
ly and continuously to stop Incw 
members from comingl. The neces- 
sary steps were taken to hall it live 
months ago, after wc moved to the 
absorption centre, us a sign of our 
good intentions, to show we are not 
doing anything against the govern- 
ment. 

I must emphasize that even 
visitors have to come in clandestine, 
incognito, because wc aren t al- 
lowed to have visitors. So anyone 
coming to visit their children, their 
families, they have to come the 
same way. If they llhe policel find 
they're coming to visit the com- 
munity. they're deported. 

There haw been reports of intimida- 
tion of members, of you not allowing 
them tn leave the group. 

We live in Dimona, a development 
city, one minute now, previously 30 



seconds, from the police station, 
about 10 seconds from the bus sta- 
tion. It would be utterly impossible 
lor me to keep anyone against their 
will. Where would l keep them? 

Then why arc such stories being put 
nut by \ vitr farmer members? 

There are those who leave the com- 
munity, and those who have made 
themselves adversaries of the com- 
munity. Whui your enemies say 
about the Jewish Slate is one thing, 
and what emigrants suy is another. In 
the end it is a personal vendetta and 
attack against me because they 
haven't proved anything. If they 
really were leaders of the com- 
munity. they would have real 
e *. i '.l 1 1 l e I It i t. il.iis report 1 1 eared 
us' of all Tfie~Talse charges made 
against the community. They 
checked us at midnight, early in the 
morning, late in the evening. They 
came clandestine, incognito 
You hare been charged with exploiting 
some of the member* financially. 

Let's consider the position of blacks 
in America. Our people don't have 
any money. One per cent of the 
black population could actually af- 
ford in come to Israel. In Israel, in- 
ternally. the job situation... no one 
has any money. Our standard of liv- 
ing — wc have four vehicles for 
over 1,000 people. Check out the 
houses. We have no furniture. We 
live from hand to mouth, day to day. 
People come and say they’ve given 
me thousands. Check the banks in 
Israel. About 10 individuals receive 
social security payments, which 
totals about $1,700 per month. 
That's less than $20,000 a year. 

Are i rut receiving donations ? 

Small amounts from abroad, 
trickles. I doubt if our total is over 
^15.000 a ycjtr. 


Do you have a group in Liberia that is 
connected with you? 

We have communities in Liberia, 
Ghana, Kenya. Former Americans 
and indigenous population. We 
have it community in the United 
Stales, also, about 20,000 active 
members, in most of the urban areas' 

— Chicago. Detroit, Philadelphia 

— who call themselves Black 
Hebrews. 

And what are those in Africa doing? 
Helping the indigenous population, 
teaching, offering their services. 

T rying to upgrade the standards of 
the people there. The community 
would also like to be helpful to the 
Slate of Israel and not be the oil on 
the propaganda wheel of the adver- 
saries of the country. The 
ideological rationale in Africa is in 
assist. T his is all associated indirect- 
ly with the Stale of Israel. Wc 
wanted it to be directly associated 
will) Israel, hut naturally, because 
of the negative things that arc said 
about the community, when we go 
and try to make it scent like its till a 
part i if the good will of Israel, it isn’t 
well received. 

Mmt of the children who come am oj 
\,mr school system, whose parents 
have Id i the group, have problems 
because their etluctillnnul level i> low 

It s been hard. Initially those who 
“Were - Teaching were actually not 
qualified. Now wc have college 
graduates who are helping us. 
What we've accomplished I feel has 
been miraculous. 

How do you explain the rather 
negative criticism of Bayard Rustin 
l head of the Black Americans to Sup- 
port Israel Committed ? 

He over-reuctcd and he certainly 
made a great error in the things he 
said. His very derogatory statement 
about me being a dictator, was very 
puinful. But I would like to say. with 
us in this room here being Jewish 
and Israelites, I would like to go 
back to our creation as it is written 
in the Scriptures. First of all. the 
God of Israel was a dictator and is a 
dictator. Secondly, in the days of 
the prophets and which will be in 
the coming days, there has never 
been any elected official... set over 
Israel {who wasn't! chosen by God. 
Thirdly, as we look forward to the 
days of the messiah, the messiah will 
not be un-elected official or chosen 
by the people. Mr, Rustin. neither 




knows Jewish history, the God of 
Israel or the plan of the God of 
Israel. I'm not a dictator like 
Somosa or the Shah of Iran, but just 
like Moses or Joshua or David 
(werel dictators — Iwithl councils 
and consultations. Certainly there 
are those that counsel me, there are 
those in charge of every different 
area in the community. But 1 would" 
like to say. being an Israelite, that in 
the days of the messiah wc will be 
ruled over by a dictator. 

Haw yn it ever considered eonx-ersion? 
Yes. but we refuse to convert 
I because | we returned from a very 
harsh captivity of 450 years. For 450 
years everyone else has been telling 
us who wc arc. When we came 
home to Israel, we fell now we had 
the chance to tell who we were. And 
everybody again started saying. 
■You're not. you're not.' And we 
decided this is it, we’re home now. 

When vou say “home" and alter 450 
years, what do you mean ' 

Israel is home and we were in cap- 
tivity. in slavery in America for 45U 
years. Two thousand. 4.0OU. ti.000 
years ago wc were part of the 
Israelite nation, from Israel exiled 
into Africa and into the United 
Slates. 

Where do you think the Israel 
Supreme Court went nmne when the v 
ruled you wvren t Jew r J 

l don't think there was a serious 
enough investigation into the things 
wc were saving or into the po»- 
sihil u> ol mainlx the tribe of Judah 
and portions o| other tribes being 
amongst the black population of 
Africa. 

Would you he prepared to a and aside 
for siv weeks to six months to see how 
the group would function without sour 
control ’ 

No. being 1 fee! that the position I 
hold was ordained onto me by God. 
and i feel that at the time he would 
want me to be removed front the 
people that he would move me. I'm 
.still in the flesh, only one indixiduul. 
its only the spirit of God that has 
kept those people obedient. Not me 
in any kind of way. I'm not that 
large in stature. 1 don't haxe an 
army. The only thing 1 have is the 
word of God. I don't Teel I the 
government's reservations about 
the groupl are due to m\ per- 
sonality. Everything anyone has 
asked which is reasonable. I've 
agreed to.- Today everyone in Israel 
is cryirtg out Tor a strong leader, so 
I'm saying why is it is hen you see 
strong leadership that there is a 
complaint? inhere is strong positive 
images that could help the state, 
you should he asking them to stand 
up. not sit down. 

How mam' Black Hebrews are there in 
the world? 

Actively participating at one level 
or another, keeping the laws and 
statutes and commandments'.’ I 
would sax 200.000. 

Do all of sour followers in Africa and 
America accept von as the messiah'.' 
Well... messiah. deliverer, one light 
on the path, these are all just at- 
tributes. They nil see me as 
spokesman mid oxerseer of the 
community. 
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MOST PUBLIC figures and their 
Families hunger for headlines and 
pine for publicity. With the same 
determination that others run after 
fame, Tamar Koliek shies away 
from it. 

As modest and retiring as Teddy 
Koliek is flamboyant and 
gregarious, the wife of the mayor of 
Jerusalem shares his devotion to 
causes and his abhorrence of inac- 
tion. But she does not talk about it. 

Until she agreed to break a 
lifelong rule in honour of her hus- 
band's 70th birthday, she had never 
granted a personal interview. And 
even now, she chafed at the ex- 
perience. At least 10 times during 
our 90-minule chat, she protested 
that she was not interesting, not im- 
portant, not newsworthy; that the 
public had no need (and maybe, she 
implied, no right) to know anything 
about her. 


EXCEPT FOR her family and cir- 
cles of friends and fellow volunteer 
workers, few really know much 
about Tamar Koliek. Her personal £ 
envelope in this newspaper’s .§ 
archives contains a scant five clip- a 
pings dating back to 1964. Most “ 
mentioned her attendance at recep- > 
(ions held by voluntary organize- ^ 
lions. 



The last one — from 1976 — was 
a letter from the ILAN-ALYN 
Volunteer Committee, protesting a 
previous letter to the editor 
claiming that wives of Israeli of- 
ficials don't set an example by 
volunteering. Tamur Koliek is dif- 
ferent. said the writer, und 
proceeded to list some of her in- 
volvements. 


"'Teddy." says Tamar — her 
refreshing simplicity embodied in 
her boyish short hairstyle, plain 
dress and lack of makeup — “gels 
pie ills of publicity, i don't want it or 
need it. It's enough that the 
municipal spokesman docs the com- 
municating." 


lHim'S recent autobiography. 
Fur Jerusalem written with their son 
Amos, exposed details of their 
private lives. It lets her say ”ii's ail 
in the hook" when one asks about 
her past and intimate history, and 
move one on to the next question as 
quickly us possible. 

She was the daughter of a Vienna 
rabbi and the granddaughter of a 
renowned Tom scholar, but she 
declines to talk about them. 

"We were raised to be modest 
and quiet." she finally explains. But 
she does add that when Teddy was 
negotiating with religious parties to 
form a municipal coalition, rabbis 
asked about both their family trees 
to see if they were "kosher." 

She also Meers clear or revealing 
anything about their two children. 
Amos and Osnal, except to say that 
the family tries to get together on 
I- rid ay nights, when Teddy is more 
likely to he at home. 


Life with mayor Teddy 


Teddy Koliek has been ihe mayor of Jerusalem for the last 1 5 of his 70 years, 
and his birthday tell within a few days of last week's celebration of the 14th 
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem. The two occasions brought 
the mayor even further into the limelight than usual. Here, however, The 
Pom's JUDY SIEGEL focuses on the mayor's wife, Tamar, a public-spirited 
woman who shuns publicity. 


geography of Israel, make the living 
room special. 

Tamar objects strongly when it is 
suggested that perhaps they deserve 
an official residence because, after 
all. they do entertain the high and 
mighty from around the w orld. She 
protests that such a thing would be a 
waste of public money. 

"It isn't easy, or so comfortable, 
w hen lots of people come." she ad- 
mits. "But w-c manage, even though 
the salon is fairly small." She has 
housekeeping help in the after- 
noons, and doesn't do much 
cooking herself, though both she 
and Teddy "love to eat anything." 


Although Teddy frequently 
travels abroad on Jerusalem 


THE FIVE-ROOM Hat where the 
Koliek v have lived since 1956 is u 
second- Fluor walk up on Rehov 
Kasliba. a quiet, one-way street on 
the edge of Rehuviu. 

There is no external sign in- 
timating that the mayor lives ill the 
hnildmg. ami even on the door, 
there is only a ceramic plate with 
the name. T. Koliek (Teddy or 
T.imnr.'j in Hebrew. English und 
Arabic. The rooms arc of average 
si/e. tile lumilure is homely und 
almost austere, except for a large 
chcM decorated with mother-of- 
pearl. Hut the Chagall drawing, the 
glass c a h I n e t filled with 
archeological finds and the 
hook casus filled with volumes in 
I nglisli on the archeology and 


business. Tamar rarely goes with 
him because she does not believe 
that the trips of a mayor's wife 
should be at public expense. She 
could go on fund-raising and 
speaking junkets, but she has 
"enough to do in Jerusalem." 

Her work as chairman of the 
Jerusalem branch of ILAN. the 
association for handicupped 
children, takes a two-hour bile out 
of every day. In addition.'she sits on 
the Social Welfare Council and 
various other voluntary bodies. She 
was instrumental in gelling many 
important Jerusalem projects off 
the ground — like meals for the 
elderly in hotels, refreshment stands 
for soldiers during the war, the use 
of women volunteers at army buses, 
and summer camps for mothers of 
large families. Her name and her ef- 
forts helped establish these enter- 
prises. and she is now free to ussisl 
other worthy causes. Her involve- 
ment in all these gives her "much 
satisfaction." 


only lime they have to talk quietly 
together is the half hour over 
breakfast after the 6 a.m. news. 
During the meal, he frequently dis- 
cusses city problems with her! 

Tamar says she doesn't know if 
Teddy lakes her views into con- 
sideration, but Koliek aides say the 
mayor greatly values her innate 
common sense and wisdom. It has 
been so since they met in the Thir- 
ties in their "Blue and White" 
Zionist youth movement in Vienna. 

Their years at Kibbutz Ein Gev 
were "wonderful," she recalls, even 
though both suffered from typhoid 
and lived under difficult conditions 
as founders of the then-border set- 
tlement. 

"We went there with certain ex- 
pectations — we went to that spot 
to ensure that it would lie within (he 
border — and happily, all those 
dreams were fulfilled." Never for a 
moment did she miss the comforts 
and pleasures or Vienna. "We came 
as devoted Zionists, convinced that 
what we were doing was the right 
thing, so hardships didn't fazq. iiff?-* 


was forced to use it constantly us 
mayor. His love for English is evi- 
dent from the shelves full of English 
books. 

Still, he has perhaps written more 
books in recent years than he hus 
read. He just doesn’t have the time, 
working as he does from morning 
till night. And even though he is 
now a septuagenarian, he hus not — 
according to Tamar — slowed 
down. Fortunately, he enjoys very 
good health. 

Teddy never comes home for 
lunch, and rarely comes straight 
home from the office at night 
because of the constant need to 
court VIPs who might be helpful to 
Jerusalem, or to put in an up- 
pearance at anything from njtiyhife-. 
market opening to a mass conven- 
tion. 

Koliek rarely watches TV — even 
the 9 p.m. news — and doesn't go to 
the cinema or any other kind of en- 
tertainment unless it is part or his 
mayorajjlmies. He rarely goes out- 
side*- -the city limits except for a 
journey abroad. 


THE TWO SPEAK Hebrew to each 
other, although the language was 
rather difficult for Teddy until he 


HUT BEING Teddy Kollek'swife is 
a more than full-time job. 

They rise at 5.30 a .m.[ and the 



TH E MAYOR has.no love for party 
politics, according to his wife. But 
he campaigns for the Labour Party 




fi m. . : 
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Tamar in the Koliek thing room. Tl isn’t easy, or so comfortable when 
bt.s of people come, but we manage. ‘ y ' 


when he has to, “h-cause he 
believes there is no -utemative." 

Tamar often worries that Teddy 
drives himself ‘OO hard, but she con- 
cedes tha* ft is probably the satisfac- 
tion he gets from the job that 
“keeps him looking young." She 
confirms that he goes to a health 
farm from time to time, to lake off 
some of the weight pul on at the 
many banquets he has to attend. 

Teddy’s proclivity for falling 
asleep at official events while 
speeches drone on has almost 
become his trademark, 

“It isn’t that they bore him," says 
Tamar, who is too diplomatic to 
suggest that many of them probably 
do, "but he just gets tired from 
working so hard." She always sup- 
plies him with candy that sometimes 
keeps him awHke until he has to 
deliver his own renowned mini- 
speeches. 

His equally renowned temper 
does not erupt at home, Tamar says, 
adding that she is aware that he 
sometimes flies off the handle in the 
office or elsewhere. 


LUCKILY, teddy is rarely flume 
when Jerusalemites call to complain' 
about problems with electricity 
blackouts (not under his aegis), 
sewerage problems and water 
cutoffs. Their telephone is probably 
one of the few mayoral home 
phones in the world whose number 
is listed. 

True, says Tamur, callers can be 
annoying, and some phone the 
mayor when they could easily have 
called some other municipal of- 
ficial. 

But most of the calls come from 
people who really need help and 
have no alternative. By now, she 
herself has become something of an 
expert on municipal services, and 
furnishes names and numbers for 
complainant!, in cull. 

I recall un incident I witnessed 
when the mayor blew up at a 
citizen. At the dedication of a new 
playground in Kiryut Moshc, in- 
stead of thanking the mayor and his 
Jerusalem Foundation for providing 
the park, a resident demanded; 
"Nu. when are you going to pul in a 
drinking fountain?" Teddy lost his 
cool and shouted: "Couldn't you at 
least say ’Thank you' before com- 
plaining?" 

There are lots of people like that, 
comments Tamur, but in general 
she thinks that the people of 
Jerusalem appreciate the mayor's 
round-the-clock efforts. 


JHKR1-: HAS NF.VI.R-hccji-imy 
.suggestion in the Koliek home that 
Teddy should he prime minister, his 
wife emphasizes. Being muyor is 
what he is most suited Tor. 

She has no suggestions about 
other jobs he might wunl to do, and 
the choice of when to leave City 
Hull is "strietly up to him.” But to 
lake on another four years when his 
present term ends in another year 
and a half would be "u big deci- 
sion." 

Although Teddy seems to be 
married to Jerusalem, Tamar has 
never been jealous of that "other 
woman." She knows that the growth 
und strengthening of a reunited 
Jerusalem is an historic challenge 
und opportunity, and that Teddy 
has clearly wrought visible changes , 
in the city. 

As for birthdays, Teddy*tfc>e5n't 
like celebrating them. She hasn't yet 
bought him a present, since she 
doesn't know of anything he might 
want. But the best present she can 
think of is taking three days off and 
going away somewhere. She hopes 
to convince her husband that the 
city will be able to manage without 
Mayor Koliek for that short timcO 
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Art on the edge 





Meir Ronnen 


A SMALL show at the Israel 
Museum of paintings by four J^wtf 
who were killed by the Narfs. I s 
evidence that among the many 
Jewish artists who perished in the 
Holocaust, there were figures of 
major stature. 

What was formerly a small wall at 
the Museum devoted to the work of 
Jewish artists who perished in the 
Holocaust, has now been turned 
into a small room with space for 
four or five paintings and a video 
display of two films. The new 
Memorial Room, endowed by 
Joseph and Caroline Gruss of New 
York, now has its own curator, Iril 
Salmon. Works by 20 murdered ar- 
tists are on “permanent loan" to the 
Museum from the Gruss Collection. 

The paintings on show by four 
murdered artists are of an excep- 
tionally high standard. One has 
been loaned by Yad Vashem, which 
does not exhibit paintings and draw- 
ings unless their subjects expressly 
deal with the Holocaust in one way 
or another; their best work remains 
in the cellars. The Museum, on the 
other hand, rightly exhibits only 
those comparatively few works 
which are of a high artistic stan- 
dard; these are either abstract or 
devoted, with one exception here, 
to subjects that have nothing to do 
with the Holocaust. 

The video tapes cover the works 
of other murdered artists who were 
talented and competent but lower 
down the ladder or achievement. 
One film records their biographies 
together with ph olographs of the ar- 
tists and their works; the second is 
concerned solely with "eyewitness 
documentation" of Nazi brutality 
and its results. However much of 
the latter are reconstructions, most 
of them cartoon-like editorials of 
low artistic level; they quite fail to 
compete with real photographs and 
films of the horrors. This is one case 
where not even the best of artists 
can compete with the amateur Nazi 
photographer. The few genuine 
made -on-the-spot documents 
belong at Yad Vashem; the rest 
cheapen the most terrible chapter in 
the history of man. 

The Holocaust swallowed up a 
vast reserve and potential of Jewish 
talent: writers, musicians, painters, 
scholars, scientists. Wliat the first 
video-tape does point up here is the 
irony of the fact that for dozens of 
European painters, Paris was their 
Mecca and that this art capital was 
to become their death-trap. 

Several of these painters, 
originally from Russia, had even 
gone to Palestine in the Twenties 
and Thirties, only to finish up in 
Paris. As the Occupation 


wrapped In prayer shawls outside a 
barrack and dated 1941, Nussbaum 
must have been one of the finest 
. Jewish painters in Europe. 

NUSSBAUM was born in 
Osnabruck, Germany, in 1904, at- 
tended the Hamburg Kunststudium 
and later studied 'at the Prussian 
Academy, then formally headed by 
a Jew, Max Liebermann, who . 
resigned as the Nazis surged- to 
power. Liebermann's house actually 
appears in one of Nussbaum's early 
political paintings, the "The Mad 
Square" (1931), an ironic tableau 
mocking Berlin kultur (the house 
and its paintings were later looted 
by the Nazis). The same year 
Nussbaum went to Belgium to visit 
painter James Ensor, whose work, 
with its accent on death and decay, 
had a lasting influence on 
him. Nussbaum emigrated to 
Belgium in 1933. He was arrested In 
1940, when German troops oc- 
cupied Belgium, but escaped to the 
South of France, where he was In- 
terned. His great work "Jews 
Praying" was made during this 
period. An oil meticulously painted 
on wood, it derives part of its Force 
from its haunting colour. 

Nussbaum then escaped again. 
But instead of making for the 
Spanish border, he returned to 
Belgium, where he was hidden by 
friends and probably fell safest. His 
friends brought him commissions 
for book illustrations and he con- 
tinued to paint. , ’Sclf-Porlrail with a 
Jew Puss," 1943. is a work of record: 
it shows him half hidden behind his 
overcoat lapel, wearing a Jewish 
star and holding up a pass stamped- 
“Juif-Jood,’’ indicating that he was 
not always in hiding. Or was it a 
depiction of himself in 1940? 
Nussbaum also made a tableau of a 
group of painfully thin Jews in a 
French internment camp: he depicts 
them examining a globe of the 
world, looking in vain for a country 
that would lake them in... 

In 1944 he produced his two final 
testaments: the Ensor-like "Death 
Dance" showing skeletons and the 
Angel of Death playing and dancing 
on the ruins of European 
technology and culture; and “The 
Damned," a more .realistic but 
nevertheless formalized and sym- 
bolic portrait of a group of Jews in a 
ghetto. 

. The Gestapo caught up with Nuss- 
baum the same year. He died in 
r Auschwitz. 

5 Also on show are some fine 
watercolours of caricatured heads 
by Jessunia.de Mesquite, scion of 
i," an old Sephardi family who was born 
s in Amsterdam in 1868. A noted 
n draughtsman and graphic artist, 
n with a highly individual style, his ad- 


Felix Nussbaum: "Praying Jews," 1941 and below, “ Death Dance," 1944. ( Photos courtesy of Israel Museum). 



fans, as me uccupauun 

proceeded, French gendarmes took vanced age and 

them to detention camps; from repu^Hon dld " oL ' 

there they xvere transported to the 'h* Gestapo. He as 

3 r 1944 and never heard. of again. . 

Two exceptionally beautiful 
They worked at their art as long abstract paslejs are by Otto 
as they could; prominent in ail their Freundllch, a German Jew who. had 
self-portraits is the -yellow star, settled in Pads' (she was .given.* 
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scii-ponrans is me -yciiuw ami. settled in r.iinjj lano wm'jitsh.'b I 

Russian-born Isaac FetfSty.one of memorial /show at the Israel . • , 

the prominent Jewish arlRtao in Museum *Tew years ago). A major Jessurun de Mesqulta: caricatured heads, watercolour 





the prominent Jewish arlTSta^in Museum *Tew years ago). A major 
Paris, and a stuOenrof MpdigHaniyS^ a i.ru.e'r -by any standards, 
Soutine and Lipschitz, wore his FreundljSh was easily the ; greatest 
proudly, like a sheriff. Outers of Jewish artists after-Chagall (their 
depicted their life In the Fjprtch in- WO rk is at opposite poles). 

Freudlich, born in 1878, was under 


ternmenl camps. By 194>fhey were 


all dead. All exceplj™ Nussbaum house arrest for several years but 
who had tempopnty made his es- deported to Poland in. March,: 
cape. Judgimroy his painting on 1943. There is no record of what . 
show her^aepicting Jews praying happened to him. , 1: 


The last painting on show is aver-’.' 
tjeal oil “Cabaret,” painted by Alice 
Bohemian in Paris in 1935. A sqmi- 
formalized work of great sensitivity ■ 
of colour, it lies somewhere . 
between Marie Laurencin and the 
more geometric post-cubist- 
painters... Hoherman was born in 


Warsaw in 1902 and attended the 
Academy of Fine Arts there before 
coming to Paris. > . . 

THE TRAUMA of ; the Holocaust 
continued to weigh on those artists 
who succeeded in escaping from 
Paris. Marc Chagalj recorded his 
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Alice Hoherman: "Cabaret." 19J5. 

feelings in a poem, which adorns the 
wall here in the original Yiddish. 
Hebrew,- English and French." 
Czech-born George Kars, who es- 
caped from Paris' to Switzerland in 
1942. learned in February 1945 that 
his eniite family had been killed in 
Auschwitz. He committed suicide; □ 
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U.S. owners of oil firm 
sell out in record deal 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The Granite Invest- 
ment Company has acquired the 
Sonol Oil Company (and its af- 
filiate, Supergas) for $44 million in 
what is believed to be the largest 
private transaction in the history of 
the stale. 

The agreement was signed in 
London recently by Allan Berlin, 
vice-president of Belco, the sellers, 
and Yehoshua Leibovitz, of HLB 
Real Estate, and Shmuel Dankner, 
of Carmcl-Dor Petrochemicals, 
representing Granite. 

Negotiations between Belco and 
Granite were initiated early this 
year. The price demanded by Belco, 
which is owned by the Belfer family 
or the U.S., was $50 million, but 
over the ensuing months the price 
was whittled down to $44m. 

The deal almost fell through 
several times, because of the lumnice 
Ministry's refusal to grunt Belco 
any lux relief on the deal. This 
despite the fact that Belco in- 
timated that in return it would con- 
sider investing most of the money 
from the sale in Israel. However, 
the Finance Ministry refused, think- 


ing that any tax reduction in this 
case might induce other foreign in- 
vestors to demand similar 
favourable treatment. This, in turn, 
might start a flight of foreign capital 
from the country. 

Belco will have to pay between 
Sl2m. and SI4m. in tax to the 
authorities. 

Granite is to pay off the $44m. 
over the next five years. 

Sonol operates some 110 petrol 
stations here and employs about 320 
persons, while Supergas has some 
250,000 customers and employs 
about 200 people. A source close to 
Granite said last week that “the 
workers ure not expected to create 
any problems, since no changes are 
plnnned for either Sonol or 
Supergas." 

Granite Itself is owned (about 40 
per cent) by a group of American 
investors headed by Sam Neaman, 
of the U.S.. together with seven 
local Israeli companies. 

Yehoshua Leibovitz lust week 
told The Jerusalem Post that the deal 
was HLB’s first in a series of moves 
tu diversify and expand out of real 
eslnte and construction into other 
fields, including financing. 


Engine for Lavie jet fighter 


expected to be 

By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Israel hus decided to 
equip the Lavic jet fighter it is 
developing with a Prati & Whitney 
1 120 engine, instead or the General 
Electric F 404 it hud originally plan- 
ned to use. 

The decision was taken recent- 
ly at a meeting between Prime 
Minister and Defence Minister 
Menahem Begin and senioT defence 
ministry officials. It followed a 
thorough examination which lasted 
months. During that time, represen- 
tatives of Prati & Whitney and 
General Electric pressured the 
Israeli experts to choose their 
equipment, becuuse the deal in- 
volves hundreds of engines. 

The contract with Pratt & 
Whitney is yet to be signed. It is ex- 
pected to provide that the 
American-designed engine be built 
here and that the aircraft engine 
plant at Beil Shemesh be the chief 
contractor, the plant’s director- 
general, Avia Shalif, told The Post. 


built here 

The Air Force hud recommended 
using the PWII20 engine, The Post 
learned. Experts said it provides a 
thrust of 9,070 kilos, compared with 
the F404’s 7,300 kilos. This means 
that the Lavie with the Pratt & 
Whitney engine will be bigger than 
originally envisaged, will be able to 
carry more avionic equipment, fly 
greater distances and have greater 
mnnocuvcrabilily than originally 
planned. 

The engine, which is still on the 
drawing board, is expected to in- 
clude more advanced technology 
than the F404, which became 
operational last year. 

The decision to use PWU20 
engines will not require a complete- 
ly new mainlenanace infrastructure, 
because 60 per cent of its parts are 
identical with the F 100 engine, used 
in the Air Force’s F-15 and F-16 
planes. 

Because the PW1120 is bigger 
and heavier than the F404, it will be 
more expensive to maintain, the 
sources added. 


Kibbutz venture with a Russian touch 


By GALINA VROMEN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — When Ben-Ami Gat- 
zur was assigned to find a suitable 
industrial venture for Nir-Oz, a set- 
tlement of 150 families in the 
southern Negev, he surprised his 
kibbutz by coming back with two 
new Russian immigrants. 

today the two, Michael and Olga 
Shepelcv, head the kibbutz s 
latex rubber factory, Nr-Lat, which 
has made close to IS! million since 
it started 1 1 months ago. 

In the rambling shed that houses 
the factory until a $700,000 Nir-Lat 
complex is completed, the 


The two Ph.D. -scientists were in- 
terested more in research than in 
business, and had found themselves 
over-burdened with accounting, 
purchasing raw material and' 
marketing their latex products. "I 
hated that part of it, and we were 
exhausted," recalled the 46-year- 
old Shepelev. 

The kibbutz was interested in ac- 
quiring the formulas the Shepelevs 
had successfully developed at Car- 
miel with funding from the govern- 
ment’s Absorption Centre for 
Scientists. Their first customer had 
been the Hamgaper orthopedic 
shoe company near Haifa, for which 


Shepelevs experiment to pl^uee^^hey produced special latex inner 
custom-tailored latex products, solta,- 


These include materials for carpet 
back treatment, insulators for water 
reservoirs und seals to prevent soil 
erosion. 

When Gutzur found the 
Shepelevs, they were struggling with 
a two-yeur-old latex factory they 
hud established in Cnrmicl, the 
Gulilec development lown.ufler im- 
migrating to Israel in 1977. Both 
had been senior chemists at 
Moscow’s Scientific Research In- 
stitute of Rubber and Latex Goods, 
before being expelled from their 
jobs in 1974, when they applied for 
visas lo come to Israel. 

Gatzur, who had been trying to 
set up a latex factory at Nir-Oz, 
visited the Shepelevs in Carmicl lo 
consult with them. 


Later, -working with Carmel 
Carpels, the Shepelevs developed 
their own blend of carpet backing 
that was strong and (ensile and 
stood up well to dry-cleaning and 
washing. "When I found out that 
just one Carmel Carpet factory uses 
80 tons of backing a month; J'kuew ]- 
hud a market," Shepelev 
remembered. 

But he und his wife were also ex- 
perimenting with the vulcanization, 
or curing, of synthetic and natural 
high-polymer latex for other ap- 
plications. .They had developed a 
spray against erosion and evapora- 
tion for use on recently landscaped 
terrain or roadsides, where natural 
vcgciuiion could not hold the soil in 
place. 


The kibbui* also wanted to 
purchase ib>= Shepelevs’ patents for 
a sealing compound for the canning 
industry that was resistant to oil, 
acids and other solvents. And they 
felt they could successfully market 
the Shepelevs’ roof coating and 
water- proofing compounds to the 
construction industry. 

But the Shepelevs weren’t about 
to sell those patents to the highest 
bidder. They struck a deal with the 
kibbutz. They would accept a low 
price on the patents in exchange for 
salaried positions in the kibbutz 
that would be a prelude to their 
eventual membership. 

That was okay. But they added 
another condition. The kibbutz 
would have to absorb — at least in- 
itially — any other Russian im- 
migrant who had formerly been a 
colleague at their Moscow institute, 
who wanted to come and work with 
them in Israel. 

That caused Nir-Oz a bit of soul- 
' sjnnrtitTnn — rti e , "nt r w iinm i g i a nta 
might not be suitable. On the other 
hand, it was a very Zionist idea. The 
kibbutz agreed. 

For the 25-year-old kibbutz, it is a 
first attempt at industry. 

While sales have so Tar been con- 
fined to Israel, Nir-Oz expects to 
start exporting within the next few 
months, after conducting negotia- 
tions with companies in South 
Africa and Nigeria. 


A man against the middlemen 


lly JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Exports to Australia 
could increase by $)50m. if the ship- 
ment und sale of Israeli goods Down 
Under was handled efficiently, ac- 
cording to Stanley Kerr, managing 
director of the Israel Australia 
Trade Company. 

In the country recently seeking 
out manufacturers interested in ex- 
porting lo Australia. Kerr. 72, said 
530m. of Israeli products (excluding 
diamonds) were shipped to 
Australia lust year. "This didn’t 
even scratch the surface," he ad- 
ded. 

Kerr, the official buying agent for 
Woolworlhs — the largest retail 
chain in Australia and New 
Zealand, with 760 stores — has 21 
years experience in doing business 
with Israeli companies and has in- 
troduced a wide range of local 
products to the Australian market. 
Among them are Alliance Tires, 


Gibor pnntv hose, and Carmel 
Wines. Manufacturers of razor 
blades, ceramics, rubber bools, ski 
wear, and children's clothes were 
among those who frequented Kerr's 
hotel suite during his current-visit. 

"1 was amazed how creative the 
Israeli people are. I saw such a 
variety of items,” Kerr said. "But,” 
he ndded, “out of every 100 
business connections made, 90 per 
cent have complaints. Most of these 
are justified and concern late ship- 
ments, less-lhan-full containers, 
among others. These complaints 
result in a slackening off of 
re-orders." 

By exporting their products lo 
Australia through middlemen there, 
instead of directly lo stores, Israeli 
manufacturers pul the goods in a 
price range beyond the average 


out middlemen and sell m volume." 

To this effect Kerr maintains a 
representative in Israel and makes 
periodic visits, coupled with direct 
uppeals in local newspapers for 
manufacturers to contact him. 

"Israeli exports to Australia cun 
he increased by 5150m.," Kerr said, 
noting that Israeli products are pop- 
ular there among Jews and non- 
Jews alike. Kerr’s company will ar- 
range transportation of product 
samples to Australia and put (hem 
on display in its Sydney building. 

Kerr, a native of Warsaw, prior lo 
being "caught” on his honeymoon 
in Australia by the outbreak or 
World War II. spent four years at 
Haifa’s Tcchnion in the late 1920s 
and still speaks a fluent Hebrew. 

About his efforts for Israeli cx- 


consumcr, Kerr said. "The— mid p««u* for-wbiel^»e-sa'rdrhc taker - 

dleman increases the basic price by u "minimal commission” Kerr 

55 per eenl. and the retailer tags on stressed: “I’m not doing all this for 

another 100 per cent, overpricing profit, but for pure selfishness — lo 
the item," Kerr said. “I want to cut keep busy," 
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Morg computers than operators 


• Only 600 computer operators 
completed their training in Israel 
last year, although- (he installation 
of new micro-processors and mini- 
processors required 1,000 profes- 
sional operators. 

The entry of 450 computer program- 
mers and 150 systems analysts into 
the labour market last year was in- 
sufficient to stop the shortage of 
computer operators'-..— which 
already ran into several thousand — 
from growing more acutdi This Was 
slated by Romcmyt Halevy-Segal, 
council chairman dif the Systems 
Analysts’ Association, at the as- 
sociation's recent two-day con- 
ference. 

In relation to its size, Israel has 
(he tenth most computerized 
economy in the world, he added. 
But its technological development 


is threatened by the chronic lack of 
qualified manpower. 

Workers should be encouraged to 
move into the computer field by 
being offered financial assistance 
during lhe prriod of re-training, said 
Halevy-Segal. 

Rates of exchange 

Foreign exchange rain against the Israel shekel, 
4.6.81 


U.S dullur 
British sterling 
German mark 
French frunc 
Dutch guilder 
Swis» franc 
Swedish kruna 
Norwegian krone 
Danish krone 
Finnish mark 
Canudiun dollar 
Australian dollar 
South African rand 


W32 
’ 4.679! 
1.9809 
4.2054 
5.2818 
2.2083 

1.908* 

1.4863 
2.3095 
9.2400 
12.6394 
- 12.9238 
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^USINES^AND^FINANCE^^^^^^^^^ 

Elcint: a sense 
of adventure 

What is the secret^/* the success of Israel's 
rapidly growing'" business firms? DAVID 
KRIVINE put this question to the heads of a 
number of such companies. The first article in 
the series deals with Elscint, manufacturers of 
computer-based medical diagnostic equipment. 
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Israel used to be a fast-growing 
economy, but since 1973 things 
have been standing still. Investment 
has gone down, resources are most- 
ly spent on consumption (public and 
private), and the gross national 
product is increasing annually by a 
paltry one to three percentage 
points. 

Yet there are fast-growing 
business companies inside hiuel, 

they account for the country’s 
rapidly increasing exports. How do 
they manage to expand? Where do 
they gel their investment finance? 
What is the secret of their success? 

Most intriguing of all, what do the 
men who head these go-ahead ven- 
tures think should be done to get 
the country out of its rut? How, in 
their view, can the collective 
national growth-rate be brought lo 
mutch the individual growth-rate of 
their own enterprises? 

Wc start with Dr. Rcuven Sinai, 
senior vice-president of Else ini. His 
company was founded less than a 
dozen years ago in 1969, by a lec- 
turer in physics at the Technion, Dr. 
Avraham Suhumi. After some 
hesitation it settled on a specialized 
field called computer-based 
diagnostic medical-imaging. Its 
equipment looks into the human 
body, as the conventional X-ray 
system looks into the human body. 

But it uses microelectronics. The 
tomograph is based on radiation 
detectors. A mobile X-ray "pencil" 
is beamed through the patient at dif- 
ferent angles, creating a multitude 
or images which are fed into a com- 
puter. The computer projects onto 
its screen a three-dimensional 
reconstruction of the organ under 
study. 

And now there are 10 

This technique spells a 
revolutionary change in medical 
diagnostics. Twenty companies in 
the world started manufacturing the 
new devices, and competition was 
fierce. Now, only ten are left and 


tomograph, the nuclear-medicine 
imaging method (which uses radio- 
active isotopes to elicit its informa- 
tion), and the ultra-sound system 
(which focuses high-frequency 
sound waves on the target area). 

Elscinl is ahead or the others also 
in another respect. It builds its own 
computers, designed for the specific 
diagnostic purpose. All this integra- 
tion permits unique economies — 
common hardware and software, 
cross-fertilization of research, and 
so on. 

The first cause of success then is 
that the firm chose the right product 
zone. I srael is a small country with a 
diminutive market but a high con- 
centration of technical ability. Each 
company must carve out a niche by 
seeking out a limited industrial sec- 
tor which offers a sizeable world 
market, yet is specialized enough to 
permit the company to achieve a 
technological lead. 

Intellectual input 

This fuctor, the technological 
lead, is a sine qua mm for success. 
:md it requires u tremendous inlcl- 
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An Elscint worker does a delicate 

have a supply point near the 
customer, ready for instant 
response lo his needs. But is it good 
for Israel lo spend resources abroad 
on such it scale? 

i i seems that Elscint is thinking of 
Elscinl, not of Israel. "We are a 
multi-national company,” Sinai ad- 
mits candidly. H is good for the 
Jewish stale that Elscinl should suc- 
ceed. and they will not succeed by 
slaying parochial. 

(All the «imc. the onlooker must 
keep his fingers crossed. He can 
only hope that ELcint’s plums in the 
l-l nly l.aiul prove as profitable as its 


Icctual input. One quarter of- the — «rbsmi«ncr^ir^o--Netv-VVorld-'------ 


labour force in Elscint, or 300 
persons, possess advanced technical 
degrees. As many as 250 work in 
R&D (research and development). 

But manufacturing the right 
product requires something ad- 
ditional lo research. Dr. Sinai 
makes this point illuminatingly. 
Modern industry is breathtakingly 
different from industry of the old 
variety, the rules of the game have 
changed. The function that has top 
priority today is: marketing. 

Sinai explains: "It is no good 
making an excellent product and 
then looking for a buyer. You must 
find out ahead of lime what the 
buyer is likely to want and tailor 
your product to his needs." The 
marketing man must be well-briefed 
on whut goes on in the company’s 
research laboratories, but the last 
word in product choice will lie with 


according to the New York Times him rather than with the scientists, 
"most or them are losing money." Not surprisingly Elscint has 
Three are in the black, two of created a very large infra-structure 
them giants in the field. General overseas. ~li has set up daughter 
Electric and Siemens, the third Els- companies to handle marketing, 
cint. I quote from a detailed study a [ so t0 supply engineering and 
by the American analysis Advest, servicing facilities for the 
published last November. They customers. Two are in the CI S. (new 
predicted a turnover Tor Elscint of Jersey and California)„one in each 
528. 7m. in 1979, S48m. in 1980, and 0 f the six main Conjfaon Market 

in tOOl Kin* is-nK* ...ill L. .. .. A f.!.. 


585m. in 1981. Net profit will be, countries, one in Sojuh Africa and 
they say, S5m. this year and SlOm. one in Brazil. / 
next. (These figures are somewhat The desire for/uose contact with 
optimistic. Sales in 1980 were the outside w^rid is taken further. A 
$42m., and in 1981 -are likely to be research laboratory ' was built in 
$7Gm.-75nt. — still a sfrtkipg perfor- Cajpbrifige. Massachusetts, because 
rmmcc.) very qd^jmCed^vork is being done in 

Elsclnrtsra small-concern, butbig. tfutl city, 1 r drid- E-lscint wants to be in 
enough by now (1,400 workers) to^g.n tHe-ground floor. ("We draw our 
have attained what, the analysts dal I : stientftls for the lab. from the Mas- 
"crilical mass." In other>rords it sachusells institute of 
can achieve, in the sp£pf£lized area Technology.") 
that it has made b^own, optimal Not content with that, the firm 
economies ofspdc. It is the only has opened a large manufacturing 
firm manuAfcturing all three un it in Boston, to assemble ultra- 
varielies,p^compulerized diagnostic sound equipment, much of which 
equipment under one roof — the w [|| be made in Israel. It is useful to 


otherwise the entire business may 
decamp out of the country!) 

The firm raised its capital in the 
U.S. Else ini’s first floatation in New 
York netted 54m., the second 518m. 
Why did the company not exploit 
the Tel Aviv stock exchange? 
Because it is less developed, less 
sophisticated. It is concerned mere- 
ly with asset value, while the 
Americans look for growth. "The 
U.S. public owns 30 per cent of our 
shares. To raise the same amount 
here wc would have to sell double 
that amount of slock." 

If un Israeli company is to beat 
out u path in world markets, where 
nothing counts but efficiency, it 
must put business considerations 
first and sentimentalism nowhere. 
The old-fashioned patronizing at- 
titude towards the customer still 
prevailing in Israel is unknown in 
Elscint, which is a creature of 
another age. Marketing is not a side 
activity, it dominates the company's 
thinking. Dr. Sinai is in charge of 
that and is also in charge of strategic 
planning, which is no coincidence. 
Manufacturing is a means to an end, 
not an end Tn-itself. The ultimate 
purpose, vulgar (hough this may 
sound, is lo sell, and to make 
money. 

This philosophy, of salesmanship, 
was discovered in America and 
developed there. It was derided in 
other countries, but is now 
recognized as the key to industrial 
success. Israeli enterprises that have 
not leurnt this lesson belong to the 
past. 

A hard day’s work 

Elscinl exports practically all its out- 
put. Well, how does it compete? The 
standurd answer in Israel is that it 
must get help from (he government. 
Reuven Sinai does not decry that 
contribution by any means. 
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soldering job following a blueprint. 

Scicncc-bascd industries are 
privileged. They receive matching 
•grants from the Treasury for R&D, 
which means that for an outlay of 
not much more than $4m., Elscint is 
doing S8m. of research. 

That provides a good start, but 
only a start. To survive, Elscinl must 
contrive to he profitable, and stay 
profitable, at world prices. The only 
method of achieving that is bv 
improving productivity, and doing 
that perpetually. There is no other 
way. 

Sinai observes: "The story that 
Israelis don’t put in a proper day’s 
-wort, is bunkum. To urge them to 
word harder is political rhetoric, 
productivity is not that" 

ll is something else, let us call it 
the efficiency of the entire opera- 
tion. This can be measured in finan- 
cial terms. "We believe.’’ Sinai ex- 
pounds. “in turnover per capita. 
You raise that by mechanizing. But 
you need volume before you can 
mechanize, if your output is large 
enough, you can afford to automate 
testing, automate soldering, you can 
introduce numerical control 
machines” That steps up putput 
per worker, which is what makes 
productivity. 

A glance ahead 

"Today our turnover per capita is 
S30.000 u year. It is double (he 
average for industry as a whole." 
He cunnot talk about the future. 
American stock exchange regula- 
tions prevent it. But that is no ex- 
cuse for denying to the public infor- 
mation about the company's 
development plans. We dig further 
into Else ini's affairs, and come up 
with the discovery that the company 
hopes .five years from now to reach 
a turnover per employed person of 
580.000. 

If this can be done, it is because 
the company's philosophy has 
penetrated all ranks. Elscint does 
not suffer the restrictive practices 
. with which, as ih^-Slale Comptrol- 
ler's latest report reveals, the public 
sector in Israel is riddled. The com- 
pany is. us a matter of fact, not un- 
ionized, there is no workers’ com- 
mittee to. bargain with. Consequent 
perhups on that, wages arc low. 
relatively speaking; according to 
Sinai himself, they compare un- 
favourably with prevailing levels in 
Israel’s industry. 

Yet the company is not short of 
labour, nor does it fail lo recruit the 
best kind of qualified professional 
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staff. Thai is because everybody 
lakes the long view. The work force 
understands that industry is 
business, they recognize the con- 
nection between productivity and 
wages. 

in less sophisticated economic 
branches, employed labour retain 
traditional attitudes. They focus on 
what they are getting now. they 
scrutinize the monthly pay-slip. 
That makes M'nsCin places where 
the operation is static, with no 
prospects of advancement. 

In Vlscint rite pay-slip is inciden- 
tal. the personnel are engaged m 
something bigger — an adventure. 
There is forward movement, pur- 
pose. problem-solving, progress 
(This atmosphere is easier to 
generate when half the staff arc 
people with good educational 
qualifications.) Says Dunielc Burg, 
a clinical applications specialist in 
the field of radiology. "It l the work 
.it Fl.wienri is a drug." She comes 
from France, joined the company a 
month after arriving in Israel, is ab- 
sorbed in its activity, has not had 
lime to learn Hebrew. 

American standards 

She is busy creating productivity, 
she makes her daily contribution to 
the common objective of stepping 
up turnover per employee lo 
580.000. That target figure repre- 
sents the best American standards. 
When Elscint achieves it. "the 
wages we pay will equal American 
wages," says Sinai confidently. The 
workers believe that by maximizing 
output, they are building up their 
own future. 

Here w;e have the elements of Els- 
cint’s perceptible success: a con- 
centration on essentials — 
marketing and productivity. 
Marketing sets the ends, produc- 
tivity supplies the means. When the 
mixture is right, capital is no 
problem. 

Careful spadework on our part 
reveals Elscint’s unpublished (und 
form ully speaking unpublishable) 
medium-term objective. In five 
years’ time, when output is SSO.OOO 
per worker, the number of workers 
will have more than doubled, to 
3,750. creating un annual turnover 
for the whole company bv then of 

SJOOm. 

Marketing plus productivity 
equals in this -ease, a J5.perccnf in- 
. crease il the volume of business 
each vettr und the sky s the limit. 
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Masterpiece for the masses 

A Jerusalem Post Reporter tells of a bold, new publishing venture 

WON n»nn u-- u — l , _i ......... ^ 


IF GERSHON DROR has his way, 
l he Talmud will soon be silting on 
the bookshelf or every Jewish 
household in the world. 

To be sure, it would not be the 
original 63 heavy tractates of the 
ancient Talmud, which are partly in 
Hebrew and partly in Aramaic. 
Dror‘s dream, already on the way to 
reality, is of a 30-volume distillation, 
(in Hebrew, English, Dutch, 
Japanese and German) of that vast 
"sea of Jewish knowledge" which 
evolved from 700 years 1 experience 
or Hazal (ancient rabbis) with 
Jewish civil and canonical law and 
commentary. 

Put into final form some lime in 
the sixth cemury, the Talmud is one 
of the oldest codes of conduct still 
in use today. In it, Hazal take the 
often abstract words of the Old 
Testament and translate them into 
rules for- daily living. 

The Talmud, compiled in 
Babylon and Palestine, is generally 
understood la consist of four main 
pans: (I) Mishna. which is the 
recorded version of the Oral Law 
handed down from generation to 
generation, beginning with the giv- 
ing or the Tora at Mount Sinai; (2) 
Geniara: elucidations on the 
Mishna by the Ha:al\ (3) Midrashim 

— non-literal readings of Biblical 
verses from which laws or customs 
are derived, and (4) Aggada. the 
seemingly informal discourses 
between Hazat from which Jews 
throughout the ages have drawn 
practical knowledge, lore, ethics, 
psychology and other information 
usually called “wisdom of life." 

For Maimonides, Yosef Karo and 
the other great codifiers, the 
Talmud was the exclusive source of 
raw material for their works on 
Huluchu (Jewish religious law 
which encompasses civil and com- 
mercial jurisprudence us well as 
canonical convention.) 

JOINED BY Bracha Peli, doyen of 
Israeli book publishers (Mussuda), 
Cicrshon Dmr. of Rehovoi. has es- 
tablished a non-profit organization 

— Y:jd la-Talmud Limited — with 
the aim of publishing "u series of 
books about Tannaitic and 
Antnraitic literature, its historic u! 

i’ \(it: 22 ~ 


background... about the history of 
Halacha in its various aspects... 
authored by distinguished 
scholars. ..Tor the intelligent 
reuder." 

Paradoxically, Gershon Dror 
himself is not loo concerned ubuut 
Jewish religious laws, rules or 
regulations: "I am a very secular 
Jew," he asserts. "I do not observe 
Halacha because 1 do not nee it ns 
an obligating force in my lire." 

Nevertheless, he has taken upon 
himself the position of executive 
vice-president of Yad la-Talmud, in- 
sisting that he cannot remain idle 
now that he has retired after 24 
years as managing director of the 
Wcizmann Institute of Science and 
another two years as director of the 
Yad Chaim Weizmann Foundation. 

Says Dror: “The Talmud must 
not be viewed as a preclusive Jewish 
masterpiece. Other people, loo, can 
benefit from its non-legal 
teachings." 

This non-parochial lilt in Dror's 
notion of the Talmud is reflected in 
the character of the founders and 
sponsors of his company. Most of 
them are bankers, businessmen or 
politicians. Indeed, the editorial 
board — consisting of scholars — 
does not even include a practising 
rabbi. 

For Orthodox Jews, the Talmud 
IS so exceedingly sacred that the 
thought or "distilling" its contents is 
probably forbidding. For them, the 
act of studying the Talmud is a most 
noble activity — equal in impor . 
lance to the extraction from the 
Talmud of its eternal wisdom. 
Perhaps that is why the so-called 
"yeshiva world" hns, for the most 
part, eschewed abridgements of the 
Talmud. 

Where simpler routes were 
sought, the answers were — and arc 
being — found in uncut transla- 
tions, such as the excellent Soncino 
and Slcinsaltz editions, or in the 
classic unabridged compilation or 
non-legal Talmudic quotations by 
Jacob ibn-Habib. the Ein Yaakov, 
which is still being published today, 
almost 500 years after it first came 
off the press. 

lift AUTHORS of Gershon 
Drors Yad la-Talmud “distil- 


lation," under the supervision of 
Prof. Ephraim Urbach, of the 
Israel Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, arc ail lecturers or profes- 
sors at Israeli universities or at the 
World Centre of Conservative 
Judaism, the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America in New York 
City. 

Prof. Urbach's design Tor 
the 30-book series calls for dividing 
the Yad la-Talmud project into 
three sections. 

First, there will be eight volumes 
exploring the literary aspects of the 
Talmud. Titles here will include, for 
example, History of the Oral Law, 
The Babylonian and Ereiz Yisrael 
Talmud, Lexicon of Talmudic Ter- 
minology and Languages of the 
Talmud. 

The second section — volumes 
nine through 15 — will take the 
reader Tor a stroll through the 
history of the period during which 
the Talmud was compiled. Thus, 
typical titles will be Biographies of 
the Tannalm and Amoraim (the rab- 
bis whose teachings and dialectics 
are recorded in the Talmud), The 
Talmud in the Purview of Later 
Generations, Central Personalities of 
the Talmud and Cultural. Political, 
Social and Economic History of the 
Tatmdic Period. 

Finally, in the 15 remaining 
volumes of the series, the actual 




teachings of the Talmud will be set 
forth in simple language. For exam- 
ple, in one of them, Prof. Urbach 
himself will tackle the tough subject 
of Halacha, which in its non-literary 
implication underlies the ongoing 
discord between Israelis identifying 
with Orthodoxy and those leaning 
towards the Conservative or 
Reform philosophies. 

In Matrimony and-Atarrlage. Prof. 
Mordechai Friedman, of Tel Aviv 
University, will attempt to give the 
Talmud’s attitude on relations 
between husband and wife ("Is a 
man’s wife his partner or posses- 
sion?”); extraordinary marriage 
bonds, such as polygamy, con- 
cubinage and levirate marriage; and 
the world of unmarried men and 
women, and their problems or 
privacy, modesty, chastity, harlotry, 
rape and seduction. 

NOW 89 AND ALMOST blind, 
Bracha Peli still manages Massada 
Publishing House, Peli Printing 
Enterprises and subsidiary firms she 
has founded since her arrival here 
from the Ukraine in 1921. 


money to subsidize Yad la-Talmud. 
As expected, the really substantial 
donors are not to be found in Israel, 
but in Jewish communities abroad. 

In Germany, Dror hopes to 
benefit from the backing of 
publisher Axel Springer as he can- 
vasses that country’s Jews for con- 
tributions. Yad la-Talmud commit- 
tees are also being established in 
Britain. France and Switzerland. 
And in the U.S., the “American 
Friends or Yad lu-Tulmud" has 
already been incorporated as a non- 
profit body to support publication 
of the 30-book series. Conservative 
Judaism’s leading talmudist. Prof. 
Saul Licbermun, heads the U.S. 
"friends." 

The first volume (in Hebrew) will 
hopefully roll off the press within 
three years, with translations into 
the other languages proceeding 
simultaneously with publication of 
the originals in Hebrew. 

To persuade potential overseas 
donors of the project, Drornild Peli 
have co-opted well-known Israeli 
financiers and hankers to their 
— ..... organization's board of directors. 

I am a- coinmcroial -publisher — SiH mac Wu lftrmrirclTirinTKm~ortlre~~ 
and printer by trade," she said, board. 



“But my interest in Yad la-Talmud 
is strictly a non-business' matter. 
Having lived in this country for 60 
years, 1 am appalled at the low level 
of spiritual content in the lire of 
mostlsrariisT 

^TSTy first contact with the 
Talmud was when, as a young girl, I 
would listen as my rather studied 
Talmud with my brothers. Except 
for men who still study Talmud, and 
their wives and children, that whole 
great and wonderful world of 
authentic Jewish values has all but 
disappeared. 

... knows, pdrhaps a project 
like Yad la-Talmud liquid rekindle 
that waning flame. If u does, the 
character of Israeli youHftvould be 
quite different fifom’ what; ' unfor- 
tunately, it is lodty" , 

SINCE WORKS on the Talmud 
hardly stand a chance of becoming 
bestsellers or even breaking even 
rrom a business point of view, 
Gershon Dror spends most of his 
time these days trying to raise 
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The larger board of "sponsors” 
include, among others; financier 
Bcnnn Gitlcr; recently retired High 
Court Justice Haim Cohn; Prof. 
Mushc Davis, a leading educator in 
Conservative Judaism; Dr. 
Elimelech Rimalt, the Austrian 
rabbi-iurncd-politieian; and 
hotelier who was a leader in the 
German Hechalutz and Habonim 
movements* 

President of Yad la-Talmud 
Limited is Emanuel Rakinan, who is 
also president or Bar-Man University. 

Speaking at Yad la-Talmud's in- 
auguration ceremonies at Beit 
Hanassi in Jerusalem, Rachman 
said: “Unfortunately, most of the. 
Jewish people are unable to benefit 
from the light which is wlffim the 
Tora.. .because they neglect our 
literature and because of the lack of 
appropriate text books and success- 
ful pedagogic approaches... both in 
Israel and abroad." 

Therefore, siad kackman, Yad la- 
Talmud is needed to fill this void. 
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President Yitzhak Navon combined babysitting with pleasure last 
week in the pool of a Jerusalem hotel. The president's daughter 
Na'ama is behind him. His son Erez and some friends of the Navon 
offspring were also in the swim. (Rahamim Israeli) 


THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1981 

Anything for votes 

WHEN A PARLIAMENTARY election looms, especially when it 
looms for a long while, as in this country, there is always a danger 
that the accepted norms of governance will be given short shrift, and 
that the dividing line between electioneering and statesmanship will 
be blurred. 

No Israeli government, it is fair to say, has failed to exhibit 
something of this election-cve syndrome. While Labour ruled. 

economic activity might be accelerated and vul\laiujii\g 

technological advances be unveiled just in time for the voters to be 
duly impressed. But such exercises would nevertheless be subject to a 
rule of restraint. It has taken the present Likud administration to 
press the entire state machinery, wherever possible, into service Tor 
the ruling parly's greater success at the polls. 

The effort was launched earlier this year when the newly appointed 
finance minister, Yoram Aridor, turning previous Likud economic 
policies on the head, started spending the Treasury into bankruptcy 
the better to please the voters. Mr. Aridor has, of course, vigorously 
denied any linkage between the election and his “sound economics,” 
and so too has Mr. Begin decried any attempt to connect the election 
with his own more recent ventures in foreign and defence policy. 

Whoever dared suggest that the premier's belated lete-a-ieie with 
President Sadat at Ophira was meant as an election stunt, was round- 
ly denounced by Mr. Begin, in a fine display of righteous wrath, as 
"wicked, or an imbecile, or a wicked imbecile.,...." 

With the southern front now securely at peace — thanks in no 
small measure to the fact that Mr. Begin is no longer leading the op- 
position — the premier is out to show himself ready to go to war in 
the north at a moment's notice, if pecessary. .Opening the Likud's 
television broadcast Tuesday night, he placed the just resumed offen- 
sive against terrorist bases in Lebanon at the top of his government's 
achievements. 

This might raise the question why, if it suffers no hiatus, the offen- 
sive was discontinued while U.S. envoy Philip Habib was in the 
area.... It is in the same manly spirit that he keeps rattling the sabre 
over the Syrian missiles every day, boasting that the air force could 
wipe them out "within two hours." 

A government's duty, Abba Eban has remarked, is to give thought 
to what might happen in the third hour, and the fourth. But this is pb- 
viously not the season for thinking, only electioneering. 

Replying to an Alignment motion in the Knesset yesterday, the 
premier look pains to rebut Yitzhak Rabin’s contention that it had 
been Mr. Begin’s unprecedented and one-sided commitment for 
aerial protection to the Christian militias that was now^hreatening 
Israel's freedom of anti-terrorist action in Lebanon. Tnat freedom, 
countered Mr. Begin triumphantly, was but a figmoftl of Labourite 
imagination: as witness the 1 1 Syrian aircraft shpwown in repeated 
attempts to Interfeffc-^di) 1 it. , ., yf \ J 

Thus, with one strikeTlh^premier dqstroy^r Israel’s case for the 
restoratton-eFthe-tfffnu i?wo LebanqiC Therein countering a 

motion similar to Labour’s by Shimfi’-s Atnnort Rubinstein, Mr. Begin 
again laid into his Bete noire. ChancfcllGtHelnnil Schmidt, This may 
be a personal obsession op4ne part of Mr.- Begin, who fails to notice 
that some other persona'with whom he meets did not just obey Hiller, 
as did Mr. Schmldk'out voluntarily sought his help; but it must alsq 
be seen by thoffremier as effective vole-catching. 

Maybe iL#TIul there will dome a lime after the election when the 
price oj>raay's mindlessness will have to be paid up. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 1981 

Golan arrests 

THE FUTURE of the Golan is on 
the public agenda again. This is the 
result not of any deliberate design 
but of the administrative detention 
of five Golan Druse for what has 
been described as incitement 
against the military government and 
the slate. 

In fact the charges stem from the 
Knesset's action last summer in 
granting Druse residents of the 
Golan the right to acquire Israel 
citizenship upon request, and 
receive Israel identity cards. This 
was supposed to meet the urgent 
desire of many, if not most, Golan 
Druse to cast their lot openly with 
this country, and to sever all legal 
ties with their former master, Syria. 

At the same lime it did not require 
the final measure of annexing the 
area even indirectly through the ex- 
tension of Israel law, as favoured by 
some Druse and nearly all Jewish 
settlers there. 

This move did not prevent Israel 
supporters of outright annexation 
both within and outside the Knes 
set, from pressing their case. But by 
then the somewhat unpleasant con 
sequences of the passage of the 
Jerusalem Law had started to be 
observed, and Washington came in 
with the warning that it viewed the 
prospect of annexation with "grave 
concern." So the government, 
without whose backing the legisla- 
tion could not be enacted, backed 
away. 

Meanwhile Druse on the Golan 
started filing for their citizenship 
and taking out their ID cards. Over 
the months, however, only some 
lr200,"drHbout~IO“pcnwnr of* the* 
Druse population in the area did 
so. The disappointingly small 
number was plainly due to what a 
spokesman or the military govern- 
ment, in justifying the detention of 
the five, has described as "a cam- 
paign of threats and pressure, in- 
cluding social and religious os- 
tracism, applied through religious 
leaders," against Druse who had 
asked to turn Israeli citizens. 

Their reason, the Golan leaders 
leading this campaign have been 
explaining, was fear of retribution 
by the authorities in Damascus 
against the families of the applicants 
across the cease-fire line, inside 
Syria. But there can be little doubt 
that a more important reason for at 
least some of those leaders was their 
conviction that they were Syrian 
citizens living under Israel occupa- 
tion. Those who applied for Israel 
citizenship were therefore, in their 
eyes, simply turncoats. 

Israel loyalists among the Golan 
Druse are now strengthened in their 
befief that the only remedy is formal 
annexation, followed by the forcible 
issuance of Israel- ID cards to one 
and all. Then, they say, the timid 
souls among their brethren will have 
all the protection they need for their 
families in Syria, and the political 
opponents will be put in their place. 
That may be so, although it is 
questionable whether the gain will 
be worth the certain loss in some 
other respects. 

But so long as the Golan has not 
been annexed it is hard to see what 
precise offence against the Slate 
and the military government — as 
distinct from any possible offence 
against their fellow Druse, for 
which they are not standing trial — 
the five have committed... 


NES ZIONA 
in a prestigious residential district in 

GANEI TAMIR 

4, 4 Vi, 5 Room Apartments and Penthouses 

For Sale 

Apply to Jack Suaskind, New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

Tel. (212) 866-6998 

Rehovot, Israel, Tel. OE4-B0O93, 054-66066. 


WHO'S WHO IN 
THE TALMUD 

by 

ALFRED J. KOLATCH 
With an Introduction by 
SAMUEL K. MIRSKY 



Who are the rabbis of the Talmud 
whose words of wisdom ere so 
often quoted? 

Who ere these men whose 
understanding of Bible, religion 
and law was so profound? Whet 
influenced their thinking? How 
did -they- actually earn a living? 
What was the nature of their 
persons! lives? 

Through hundreds of interesting 
and probing profiles. Rabbi Alfred 
J. Koiatch introduces us to the 
great scholars of the Palestinian 
and Babylonian academies 
whose interpretations of 
Scripture are the backbone of the 
Talmud. 

Who's Who in the Talmud will be 
valued by ell who cherish their 
Jewish roots. 

USS 9.95 incl. postage 
Despatched from The 
Jerusalem Post New York 
office. 

Readers outside North 
America — allow 6-8 weeks 
for delivery by see mail. 



The Jerusalem Post, 110 East 
59 St., New York. NY 10022, 
U.S.A. 

Please send me WHO'S WHO 
IN THE TALMUD. My cheque 
for USS 9.95 is enclosed. 
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STATE ZIP 
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ISRAEL RADIO 

NEW FREQUENCIES FOR THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE BROAD- 
CASTS — May 3. 1 981 — Sep- 
tember 8, 1981 

OEOQ — 061 B GMT 
21710* 

21600* 

IBB82*/** 

118B4* 

11837*/** 

1200 — 1230 QMT 
21676* 

21800* 

17812* 

16806*** 

15405* 

2000 — 2030 GMT 
21495* 

17685**** 

17845* 

15582* 

16415* 

9009* 

2230 — 2300 GMT 
21710***** 

15582*/***"* 

15415* 

1 1B37V 

9815* 

0000 — 0030 GMT 
1 6582 */*•*•• 

1 1837*/***** 

9815* 

0100 — 0130 GMT 
15582*/****' 

1 1B37*/***** 

9815* 

0200 — 0230 QMT 
15582V*'* 

1 1837*/****" 

9815* 

TARGET AREA 

* N AMERICA & W EUROPE 
** AUSTRALIA Be NEW ZEALAND 
•** SE ASIA. AUS.. N.Z 
••*• AFRICA 
**••• LATIN AMERICA 
Kol Yisrael. External Service 
p.O B 1082. Jerusalem. Israel 91310 


Mt. Carmel 

Villas/Flats 

Sale/Rent 

through Z Shimony 
4 Heinrich .Heme Square 
Mi Carmel 
34485 Ha>ra 
Tel 04 81976. 89155 
Sample offer 

Smell house, central good location. 200 
sq m. (plus buirding rights) land 880 
$q m garden, garage. Heating 
Also plots, investments and business 
offers. 



TQV1A BIER — RIAL ESTATE 
Villas. Flats, Plots. Houses, Shops 
S Keren Kaycmet SI., Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-631)181, 02*688881 
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